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Petition 
has saved 
pub from 
demolition 

A PUB which looked des¬ 
tined to be demolished and 
replaced with a convenience 
store has reopened follow¬ 
ing a community campaign. 

Two applications were 
tabled to demolish The 
Swan Inn, in Halesowen, by 
owners Punch Taverns to 
allow a shop to be built in 
its place. 

But following a protest 
by residents, including a 
petition of 700 signatures, 
the first proposal by the pub 
chain firm was dropped, and 
the second was thrown out 
by Dudley Council. 

Talks 

Beer is back on tap at the 
pub after it reopened again 
under experienced licensees 
Polly and Mark Johnson, 
however they claim it may 
change hands again in two 
months. 

Punch Taverns confirmed 
talks were ongoing with a 
view to secure a new buyer 
to take over the pub in Long 
Lane. 

Mrs Johnson said: “Punch 
Taverns asked us to come in 
here and reopen the pub, 
and we’ve loved it here, but 
we’re now being told we are 
to leave in eight weeks. 

“It’s a real shame because 
since being here we have 
seen the customers come 
back and I think it was 
starting to do well again, 
but what can you do.” 

Four arrests 
in police raids 

FOUR men arrested after 
police swooped on a gang 
suspected of burglaries at 
nearly 70 homes across the 
West Midlands have been 
bailed. 

Officers carried out the 
operation on nine addresses 
last week and three men 
aged in their 20s were ar¬ 
rested at a travellers site on 
Oak Lane, Kingswinford. 
Police said all three had now 
been bailed until May 23. 

A 48-year-old man ar¬ 
rested from a caravan in 
Heath Town has also been 
bailed until the same date. 


STREETS APART 
OVER CLOSURE 


A ROAD will be closed permanently 
to traffic as part of a controversial 
£10,000 scheme which has divided 
residents near Buffery Park. 

Campaigners claim highways bosses are ‘out 
of order’ by backing a project which they claim 
has made their lives a misery 
Blackacre Road, near Buffery Park, has been shut in 


recent months as part of a 
trial scheme after people 
living in the road claimed it 
was being used by motorists 
as a ‘rat run’. 

They said traffic was 
using the road as a shortcut 
to get to Dudley Southern 
Bypass, claiming more than 
6,000 vehicles were using 
the narrow street per day. 

Outrage 

Dudley Council’s high¬ 
ways officials closed the road 
to through traffic but this 
sparked outrage from resi¬ 
dents living on side streets 
around Buffery Park. 

They objected to the 
scheme, claiming it had only 
served to push traffic onto 
their side streets. They fear 
for the safety of children 
using the park. 

The council’s highways 
chief, Councillor Khurshid 
Ahmed, has agreed to make 
the move permanent. 

He said: “Blackacre Road 
has been a very complicated 
issue and we have had to 
make sure we did not rush 
into anything. 

“We consulted widely 
on the proposals which re¬ 
vealed residents Blackacre 
Road, who were directly af¬ 
fected, wanted the road to 
remain closed for through 
traffic. 

“It shows we have lis¬ 
tened carefully to what 
people have had to say and 
acted on this important in¬ 
formation. Alternative pro- 


by Andrew Turton 


posals for traffic calming 
across the area were over¬ 
whelmingly rejected.” 

One of the campaigners, 
Bill Chambers, claimed the 
council failed to listened to 
the ‘majority’ of people liv¬ 
ing in the area. 

“They have just gone and 
listened to the people in one 
street rather than everyone 
else who says this is a prob¬ 
lem,” he said. 

Highways officials drew 
up plans to install traffic 
calming measures and a 
20mph limit while allowing 
motorists to use Blackacre 
Road again last year. 

But a consultation with 
residents found that 23.5 
per cent supported those 
proposals while 76.5 per 
cent were against. 

In light of the outcome of 
this consultation, officials 
recommended that the clo¬ 
sure of Blackacre Road to 
through traffic be retained 
and only some traffic calm¬ 
ing such as speed bumps be 
introduced. 

But a further petition 
with 176 signatures is ob¬ 
jecting to any traffic calm¬ 
ing and was presented to 
the council. 

There were also two peti¬ 
tions totalling 90 signatures 
asking for Blackacre Road to 
remain shut. 



The dramatic routine by Sarah, aged 79, and her 40-year-old partner Nico Espinosa on the BGT stag 


SALSA dancing granny Sarah ‘Paddy’ 
Jones has her sights set on the Britain’s 
Got Talent crown. She and partner Nico’s 
stunning performance on TV saw them put 
her straight through to the semi-finals. 

The 79-year-old, originally from Stour¬ 
bridge, amazed celebrity judges as she was 
thrown around the stage by partner Nico 
Espinosa in the show on Saturday night. 
Paddy’s performance was so good that it 
produced the first use of a ‘golden buzzer’, 
pressed by Amanda Holden, which puts her 
straight through to the live shows. 

The dance, which began slowly before 
exploding into life, did not get off to the 
best start as hard-to-please Simon Cowell 


pushed his red buzzer and yawned. But 
he was left agape as he watched her doing 
splits and tumbles and swung around by 
Nico who, at 40, is almost half her age. 

After Simon told her: “Wow. I apologise for 
what I did because I did buzz a little early 
before all the crazy things happened. It was 
extraordinary.” 

Paddy, who used to run Paddy’s Fabrics 
in Coventry Street, danced from the age of 
two but gave it up to have her four children. 

She moved to Spain with husband David 
where he died of leukaemia, and she started 
dancing again at classes run by Nico. The 
pair won the Spanish version of Britain’s 
Got Talent in 2009 and a 10,000 Euro prize. Sarah ‘Paddy’ Jones 



Concern 
at impact 
of betting 
machines 

GAMBLERS lost £24 mil¬ 
lion on high stakes ma¬ 
chines in town centre book¬ 
ies in the West Midlands 
in one year, figures have 
shown. 

Campaigners say it rein¬ 
forces calls for a clampdown 
on fixed odds betting ter¬ 
minals that allow people to 
gamble hundreds of pounds 
at a time. 

The Campaign for Fairer 
Gambling reveals that some 
of the biggest losses were 
incurred in areas with the 
highest deprivation, with 
people in Sandwell blow¬ 
ing £7.4m on the machines 
last year. Estimates by the 
group suggest gamblers in 
Dudley lost just under £5m. 

The Association of Brit¬ 
ish Bookmakers disputes 
the statistics and said it 
would make ‘no sense’ for 
its members to target poor 
communities. 

It comes as a single book¬ 
makers’ chain, Ladbrokes, 
was shown to have made £1 
billion from the highly ad¬ 
dictive machines in just one 
month. 

Councils could be given 
powers to stop clusters of 
betting shops. 

Bookmakers are allowed 
a maximum four fixed odd 
betting machines in each 
of their premises. They are 
so popular that it is claimed 
they account for up to 80 per 
cent of the profits in some 
high street betting offices. 

Elderly man 
knocked over 

AN ELDERLY man was se¬ 
riously injured when he was 
knocked to the ground after 
a car hit his parked vehicle 
in Sedgley, say police. 

The 79-year-old was said 
to be putting shopping into 
the boot of his car when 
it appeared to have been 
shunted by another vehicle 
in Brownswall Road last 
week. Police say he was 
knocked backwards to the 
ground, suffering a head 
injury, cuts and bruises. He 
was taken by ambulance to 
Russells Hall Hospital. 
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Homes go-ahead at former school site 


PLANS for a housing development 
on part of the site of a former school 
in Cradley have been given the go- 
ahead. 

The proposals have been submit¬ 
ted by William Davis Limited which 
wants to build nine homes on the 
northern part of the old Cradley 
High School site. 

It comes as work continues on 
a nearby £18 million retirement 


village, which will have 120 apart¬ 
ments. It is being built on the main 
part of the site which was left va¬ 
cant when the school was demol¬ 
ished in 2010. 

A planning application for the 
homes has been approved by Dud¬ 
ley Council after being supported by 
officers. 

The development will be made 
up of five detached houses and two 


pairs of semi-detached houses. They 
would all be two-storey and finished 
in brick and tile. 

One letter of objection raised con¬ 
cerns about the new houses being 
out of character with the surround¬ 
ing area and fears about an increase 
in traffic. 

A report by planning officer Pete 
Reed said: “This is a reserved mat¬ 
ters application for the erection of 


nine dwellings that follows on from 
the granting of outline planning 
permission for the erection of dwell¬ 
ings on the site as part of the appli¬ 
cation for the redevelopment of the 
wider site. The approved means of 
access will be provided through an 
extension to Ormande Close.” 

Midland Heart is building the 
retirement village, expected to be 
completed next spring. 


Town centre route will 
open again to all traffic 


A £650,000 scheme to open up a main route 
through Dudley town centre to all traffic for 
the first time in 12 years has been approved. 

It’s hoped the scheme in King Street will be a wel¬ 
come boost for traders and shops and aid the town’s 
regeneration. 

At the moment only buses and taxis can use the route 


and motorists wishing to dri\ 

Plea goes 
out to help 
town bloom 

A CALL has gone out to 
volunteers and businesses 
to spruce up a town centre 
ahead of a visit by judges for 
a top flower contest. 

Volunteers have been 
busy working towards Hale¬ 
sowen’s entry to the Heart 
of England In Bloom contest 
in preparation for the first 
visit by judges. 

Work has been going to 
on help clean the streets, in¬ 
volve traders and dream up 
ideas for displays planted 
over recent months. 

Other towns and cities 
in the Black Country, such 
as Stourbridge, Bilston and 
Wolverhampton, have been 
entering the competition in 
recent years. 

And volunteers in Hale¬ 
sowen thought they should 
try to emulate their success 
while also helping to pro¬ 
mote community spirit in 
the town. 

Entry organiser Eve 
O’Connor, who is manager 
at Cornbow Shopping Cen¬ 
tre in Halesowen, urged 
more people to get involved 
in forthcoming activities, 
which include a litter pick. 

Call Mrs O’Connor on 
0121 5855495 or email eve@ 
cornbow.co.uk for further 
details or to sponsor the 
event. 


i from one side of King Street 
to the other are diverted in 
a loop around Flood Street 
car parks to the rear of King 
Street. 

Under the proposals, the 
road will be re-opened to 
all traffic, which the coun¬ 
cil says will have improve 
access to the town centre 
including the Churchill 
shopping precinct. 

It will allow businesses 
to make the most of passing 
trade, bosses say. The pro¬ 
ject will also see the creation 
of four new parking spaces. 
They will be free to use for 
up to an hour and it’s hoped 
they will encourage people 
to shop locally. 

Transport boss Councillor 
Khurshid Ahmed said: “We 
have listened to the views of 
local traders and are plan¬ 
ning to make King Street 
two-way for traffic. 

“The scheme will help 
local businesses and im¬ 
prove traffic flow through 
the town, while maintaining 
facilities for bus passengers 
with a dedicated bus lane. 

“The whole scheme will 
also be a lot safer for pedes¬ 
trians walking to and from 
that part of town, and shows 
we value the feedback from 
local shoppers and busi¬ 
nesses.” 

King Street will be opened 
between its junction with 
New Mill Street/Union 
Street and Flood Street/Hall 
Street. 

Around 60 businesses and 
residents were consulted 
on the scheme. The council 
received 10 responses with 
seven in favour and three 
against. 


Traffic jams inspired author 



First time author Tom Butler, AKA Tommy Trucker, with his horse racing thriller Caught 


TRUCKER and author Tom Butler found 
find inspiration for his debut published 
novel while clogged in traffic at the wheel 
of his lorry. 

Mr Butler is starting on a journey which 
he hopes will make his dreams of a litera¬ 
ture career come true. 

His book, called Caught, which is a 
thriller set in the world of National Hunt 
horse racing, has hit the book shelves. 

Tom, aged 62, of Dudley Road, Wall 
Heath, has always had a love for writing, 


even while he served a three decade long 
career with Lloyds Bank. For 13 of those 
years he worked as a chief cashier at the 
Wolverhampton branch. 

But after deciding leave, he started up his 
own light haulage company called ‘Tommy 
Trucker’ working for firms across the Mid¬ 
lands. Life on the open road was proving 
quite the tonic for Tom who has been able 
to devote more time to his writing. 

Visit www.bookguild.co.uk/ 
caught-pr-1424 for more details on his book. 


Asbestos 
led to the 
death of 
machinist 

A WOMAN who spent her 
life working as a machinist 
died from an illness caused 
by inhaling asbestos. 

Patricia Harris from 
Lower Gornal died at New 
Cross Hospital on June 16 
while undergoing treatment 
for mesothelioma in her 
lungs. The condition occurs 
as a result of exposure to 
asbestos. The 72-year-old of 
Maple Drive had been diag¬ 
nosed with the cancer. 

A statement from her 
daughter Susan Thompson 
was read at the inquest at 
Smethwick Council House. 
She wrote: “She inhaled 
asbestos dust from metal 
lagged pipes while she was 
working at Clifford and 
Sons in Lower Gornal. 
During the 1950s and 60s 
she also worked at Mander 
Brothers where she said 
she came into contact with 
asbestos dust. When she 
was at Clifford and sons she 
worked the presses herself 
and there were a lot of as¬ 
bestos lagged pipes and as¬ 
bestos overhead.” 

A post-mortem found she 
died of pneumonia brought 
on by mesothelioma that 
developed after she inhaled 
asbestos. Senior Coroner 
Robin Balmain concluded 
that she had died of an in¬ 
dustrial disease due to expo¬ 
sure to asbestos. 

It's lucky 13 
at house team 

A COUNCIL housing team 
are proving thirteen is a 
lucky number after winning 
their 13th consecutive gold 
award for safety. 

The housing service’s 
construction team at Dud¬ 
ley Council are among the 
winners in the Royal Soci¬ 
ety for the Prevention of 
Accidents (RoSPA) Occu¬ 
pational Health and Safety 
Awards 2014. 

The President’s Award 
for 1 consecutive golds will 
be presented during a cere¬ 
mony at the Hilton Birming¬ 
ham Metropole Hotel, at the 
National Exhibition Centre, 
on May 15. 


Cuppa for charity 

A CHARITY coffee morning 
will take place at Oldbury 
Library on Thursday, April 
24, in aid of a local hospice. 

The fundraiser will run 
from 10am until 11.30am 
and money raised will go to 
Acorns Children’s Hospice. 

For details call 0121 552 
5933. 


There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Wi 

Only £75.00 plus VA' 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills, 

Single Wills £80.00 plus Vi 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointment I f 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship^Trusts 

Members of the Socij 

Goodwills 






Meet Adrian, the manager of Professional 
Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
He has over 20 years experience of 
cleaning, repairs and fitting carpets 
He also cleans upholstery as well as 
leather, home and office. 

No job too big or small 
Technician Woolsafe Accredited 


Telephone anytime for a 
free quotation 

Covering all 
Stourbridge, Dudley & 
Halesowen areas 


TEL 01384 444022 


GET YOUR BEACH BODY 
IN TIME FOR SUMMER 


****THE HEALTHY WAY**** 



FORGET SCALES! 

FORGET STARVING YOURSELF! 

FORGET HOURS AT THE GYM! 

START LOSING WEIGHT THE HEALTHY WAY...IT 
DOESN’T COST THE EARTH AND THE 
WHOLE FAMILY CAN DO IT.... 

CALL/TEXT OR EMAIL JO ON: 

07756986190 

WWW.DROPPINGTHEDRESSSIZES@YAHOO.CO.UK 


Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pot 1QQ1 ■ 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 
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Tragedy as 
son chokes 
to death in 
his sleep 

A MAN died after choking 
in his sleep while heavily se¬ 
dated, an inquest heard. 

Jon Birks was found un¬ 
conscious in his bedroom by 
his family at their home in 
Pensnett on October 19 last 
year. Ambulance crews were 
called but he was declared 
dead at the scene. 

The hearing at Smeth¬ 
wick Council House heard 
that the 27-year-old, of Hey- 
don Road, had been taking 
sedatives to help him sleep 
and had been drinking alco¬ 
hol the night before he died. 

His mother Angela Keilty 
discovered his body. She told 
the hearing: “He has choked 
on his food before and was 
found just in time by a mem¬ 
ber of the family and spent 
three days in hospital. I said 
to him that night not to eat 
too late because he knew 
what had happened before.” 

A post mortem carried out 
by Dr Swapna Ghosh, con¬ 
sultant pathologist at Rus- 
sells Hall Hospital, found 
that the 27-year-old had 
food trapped in his wind¬ 
pipe that had caused him to 
choke to death. 

A high quantity of Quetia- 
pine was in his system, more 
than six times the normal 
dose, which he had been 
given by doctors to help him 
sleep. Dr Ghosh said the 
sedative was a contributing 
factor in his death. 

Crackdown on 
rogue traders 

TRADING standards of¬ 
ficers have joined forces 
with the police to crack 
down on rogue traders. 

Operation Rogue Trader 
saw a team of police and 
trading standards officers 
carry out a day of action 
at hotspots in Sandwell, 
including Cradley Heath. 
Eleven of 12 traders spoken 
to by officers were genuine 
but one ran away before his 
credentials could be verified. 

Sandwell Trading Stand¬ 
ards manager Bob Charnley 
said: “We are sending out a 
clear message to rogue trad¬ 
ers that their activities will 
not be tolerated.” 


Shakespeare on sea 

DRAMA group Side-by- 
Side are rehearsing their 
version of William Shake¬ 
speare’s Twelfth Night. 
The Stourbridge company 
have renamed the play II- 
lyria-on-Sea, to be staged 
at Stourbridge Town Hall 
from June 25 to 28. Tickets 
from The French Deli. 


Bunnygirl reveller attacked train passengers 



Dressed as a bunny girl, Tanya Oakley 


SHE described herself as ‘10 out of 10’ on 
a scale of drunkenness when she attacked 
two train passengers she believed were 
laughing at her - while she wore a bunny 
girl costume. 

Mother-of-four Tanya Oakley thought 
she had heard a ‘disparaging comment’ at 
her expense as she travelled on a train at 
Birmingham Moor Street after a night of 
clubbing. The 26-year-old believed a group 
of people were ‘laughing at her’. 

She went down the carriage and swung 
at one woman’s mouth and yanked the hair 
of another, Birmingham Magistrates Court 


was told. Oakley, of Best Street, Cradley 
Heath, was given a conditional discharge 
lasting 18 months after admitting two 
charges of common assault on November 2 
last year. The train driver was disturbed by 
the fracas and went back into the carriage 
to tell everyone to calm down, before telling 
those involved to get off. 

The group including the two women Oak¬ 
ley attacked - who had also been out club¬ 
bing - got off the train but Oakley’s group 
jumped back on to continue the journey. 

Oakley later saw a CCTV picture of her¬ 
self which had been released to the media 


by police and called officers. Mr Jonathan 
Purser, prosecuting, said: “In interview she 
said she left the club with her friends at 
5am and on a scale of 1-10 of intoxication, 
she said she was about a 10. 

“At the conclusion of the interview she 
said she was ashamed of what she had done. 

Mr Darryl Foster, defending, said Oakley 
was ‘distraught’ at what had happened as 
she was not a habitual drinker and had ‘just 
gone out to let her hair down’. 

Oakley was ordered to pay £25 compensa¬ 
tion to the two women she assaulted, as well 
as £50 costs and a £15 victim surcharge. 


Police hunt thug who 
used syringe on victim 


A NEEDLE carrying thug is being hunted by 
police after a woman was attacked by a man 
holding a syringe during a terrifying lunch¬ 
time incident in Blackheath. 

Police have only recently released details of the 
attack which left the 28 -year-old deeply distressed 
during weeks of medical tests. 

She had driven to Blackheath High Street to Greggs bak- 


Veterans to 
be honoured 
at hall event 

ARMED services veter¬ 
ans entitled to badges and 
medals are being urged to 
come forward to have their 
awards presented to them 
at Armed Forces Day. 

Dudley Council has 
teamed up with Forces Re¬ 
cruitment Services for the 
event at Himley Hall on 
June 29, from 11am to 5pm, 
to include a presentation of 
medals and badges by the 
Mayor of Dudley. 

John Polychronakis, chief 
executive at Dudley Council, 
said: “The event goes from 
strength to strength each 
year and we hope this year 
is no exception. The most 
important part of the day 
is celebrating the achieve¬ 
ments of local veterans and 
I would urge anyone enti¬ 
tled to a HM Armed Forces 
Veterans Badge, Arctic Star 
and Bomber Command 
Clasp to come forward and 
have their badges and med¬ 
als presented on the day.” 

Anyone who has already 
received a armed forces 
badge but has not had it 
formally presented to them 
before, can contact Dudley 
Council on 01384 818186 to 
be part of the ceremony. 


ery and, as she left, a man 
who was on his phone and 
wearing a Sandwell Homes 
jumper, bumped into her. 

Punched 

He walked behind her 
as she returned to her car 
parked on Short Street. The 
man punched the victim 
in the back and walked off 
towards the High Street. It 
was then that she noticed he 
was holding a syringe. 

Pc Joe Toon, from 
Sandwell Police, said: “The 
woman took off her coat and 
found that there was a mark 
of an yellow liquid. It seems 
her assailant had possibly 
injected her, or tried to. The 
incident was deeply distress¬ 
ing for the lady. She has en¬ 
dured weeks of upset and 
medical tests.” 

The attacker is aged mid 
to late 30s, around 5ft 8in 
tall, of chubby build, bald 
and was wearing a blue 
baseball cap. He wore a 
navy blue jumper with a 
‘Sandwell Homes’ logo and 
blue trousers. 

Pc Toon said officers were 
attempting to trace the of¬ 
fender and had been in con¬ 
tact with Sandwell Homes. 

The attack took place at 
around 2.15pm on Febru¬ 
ary 26. Two women were 
attacked with a needle in 
Walsall in December, mir¬ 
roring a spate of stabbings 
in Birmingham last year. 

Call Sandwell Police on 
101 or Crimestoppers anon¬ 
ymously on 0800 555 111. 
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‘We are on track’ — head teacher Ben Stitchman has set a target at Dormston School, in Mill Bank, Sedgley 


A HEADMASTER has vowed to 
pull a secondary school out of special 
measures within one academic year. 

Dormston School, Mill Bank, Sedg¬ 
ley, was judged ‘inadequate’ by Ofsted 
and placed in special measures after 
an inspection in July 2013. Ben Stitch¬ 
man was appointed as the headmaster 
last September and says he is deter¬ 
mined to drive up standards. 

Mr Stitchman said: “We are aiming 
to do it in one academic year. I think 
we are on track and to go from spe¬ 


cial measures to be classed as a good 
school in one year, which would be 
ground breaking.” 

The school was criticised for failing 
to ensure students made enough pro¬ 
gress. Standards were said to be ‘too 
low’ in English and mathematics. 

Dormston has since received two 
monitoring visits, both ‘positive’. 

Mr Stitchman has set a target to 
pull the school out of special measures 
by the next Ofsted inspection, due at 
the start of the next academic year. 


If achieved it would be in just over 
half the time allowed. Mr Stitchman 
admits the school, with 1,500 pupils 
aged 11 to 16, has a lot of work to do. 

He explained: “There was a lack 
of expectation but now our improve¬ 
ment is about raising expectations 
and pushing the students harder to 
achieve their potential. 

“We have a terrific year 11 and the 
staff are putting a lot of energy into 
them. We are hoping for our best ever 
GCSE results this summer.” 


NEWS 

in brief 


Tasty tiger will 
be star attraction 

A LIFE-SIZED cake in the 
shape of Dudley Zoo’s Su¬ 
matran tiger Daseep will 
be a star attraction when 
new store Oak Furniture 
Land opens its doors at 
Merry Hill retail park on 
Saturday. 

The tiger head cake has 
been made by Midlands 
cake artist Annabel de Vet- 
tern of Conjurers Kitchen 
and will be on show at the 
store from 9 to 10.30am. 

To celebrate opening the 
store will also be having 
an Easter sale on selected 
items. 

PHP buys Lion 
centre for £8.5m 

PRIMARY Health Prop¬ 
erties has bought the new 
Lion Health Centre in 
Stourbridge for £8.5 mil¬ 
lion. 

PHP, which has a re¬ 
gional base is in Worcester, 
specialises in investing in 
health sector properties. 

It originally purchased 
the site including the his¬ 
toric Foster and Rastrick 
foundry in Bradley Road 
in 2012. 

Construction of the new 
27,986 sq ft health centre 
began in the autumn of 
2012. 

Dementia charity 
night at the bingo 

A BINGO night will be 
held to raise money for 
Sandwell’s Better Under¬ 
standing of Dementia char¬ 
ity at Mecca Oldbury from 
6pm on Saturday. Money 
raised will be split between 
the running cost of BUDS, 
which supports dementia 
sufferers, and Birmingham 
Midland Eye Centre. 

People attending can pay 
£20 for a bingo, a meal and 
bottle of bubbly. Call 0121 
565 3721. 

Second chance to 
discover pondlife 

A SECOND pond activity 
session at a nature reserve 
in Halesowen has been 
organised due to high de¬ 
mand. 

Children can discover 
the mini beasts in The 
Leasowes ponds during the 
event on Wednesday, April 
23 ,from 1.30pm to 3.30pm. 
Booking is essential by call¬ 
ing (01384) 814642. Meet 
at the wardens’ base. 

New store opens 

A NEW homeware store 
has opened its doors at the 
Merry Hill shopping centre 
creating 30 new jobs. 

Danish chain Tiger says 
it will offer ‘quality, inex¬ 
pensive’ items from its new 
store. 
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“OUR HANDS” 

“HOMESURE” 24/7 BREAKDOWN COVER 

For your home (Gas, LPG, Oil) Boiler, Heating, 
Plumbing and Drains from £12 a month 

01384 375080 

www.abcplumbing.co.uk 




Homeclad 



• FASCIAS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

6 MONUMENT AVENUE STOURBRIDGE DY9 8XS 
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able BROMLEY CARPETS/BEDS 

& FURNITURE/RUGS/VINYLS & LAMINATES 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 


& 


ANYONI 


Can't come to us, we! come to you - Hie willrmg 100s of carpet samples and bed brochures to your door 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON T Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
heavyfurniture and shave doors PLUS FREE FITTING ON SELECTED RANGES. 


80/20 Wool Twists Wi Itons 

from from only 

£ 8.99 sq yd £ 8.99 sq yd 


Single from £96 
Double from £160 


Quality i 
Double 


Memory 
Foam bed 


RRP Was £899 


^£517 1 



Warehouse Unit D Dormston Trading Est. Burton Road, Gornal DY1 2UF 

Open: Mon-Sat 9.30-5.00 Call anytime between 

p |*0 e D h O n e Dudley, Halesowen, Stourbridge, 

^ Kingswinford, Pedmore, Kinver, Wordsley, Pensnett, Gornal, Hagley 

Adrian Bromley 

01902 880541 


0800 0853747 
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We will beat your BIG Superstores 
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THE BEST 

OF PETER 
RHODES 


MORE on the seven-a-day fruit and vegetable debate. 
One reader asks whether knowing a Swede counts as one 
portion. Another reader tells me his lifestyle should qualify 
as a few portions. He is a couch potato. 

□□□□□□□ 

ANY bets on how long this fad for seven portions of 
fruit and vegetables will last before some scientist dis¬ 
covers a dramatic increase in human flatulence is de¬ 
stroying the ozone layer? 

□□□□□□□ 

SO FAREWELL, Maria Miller. All along, David Cameron 
insisted the former culture secretary had “done the right 
thing” when he, she and the whole world knew that the 
only right thing was resignation. A reader says he recalls 
that back in 1975 the rock group Queen foresaw David 
Cameron’s long and pointless defence of Miller with a line 
in Bohemian Rhapsody: “Ms Miller, no! / We will not let her 
go.” Yes, it was something like that. 

□□□□□□□ 

TONY Blair says politicians should be prepared to start 
wars - even if the people are against it. He believes the 
opposition of the people “doesn’t invalidate the neces¬ 
sity to intervene.” This is breath-taking stuff. If a gov¬ 
ernment goes to war when the people are against it, in 
whose name are you dropping those bombs? Whose 
interests are you serving - the interests of an Amer¬ 
ican president, perhaps? Blair is a great gift to con¬ 
spiracy theorists. When you hear him speak, you could 
almost believe this world is run in the interests of New 
World Order organisations like the Illuminati or global 
banking. What a scary man he is. I interviewed him four 
times. Never liked him. Never understood his appeal. 
□□□□□□□ 

“DIGITAL Age Drove Auntie to Dignitas” was a typical 
headline on the report about an 89-year-old British woman 
who was allowed to commit suicide at the Dignitas Clinic in 
Switzerland even though she was neither seriously hand¬ 
icapped nor terminally ill. It seems she was depressed by 
every modern thing from the rise of ready meals to com¬ 
puters, emails, television, destruction of the environment 
and “people becoming more and more remote.” But while 
the image of an old lady driven to suicide by the digital 
age makes great headlines, most reports downplayed 
a significant fact. The lady, identified only as Anne, had 
been seriously ill last year and spent 11 days in hospital. 
She described the experience as “unadulterated hell.” I 
bet that chimes with thousands of elderly folk who have 
been pitchforked by illness from the ordered serenity of 
their own homes into the uncaring indignity of a hospital 
ward full of the sort of people, both patients and staff, that 
you normally try to avoid. Knowing the future will probably 
bring more such “unadulterated hell,” who wouldn’t con¬ 
sider Dignitas? The digital age is painted as the villain in 
this story but I bet the NHS played a part. 

□□□□□□□ 

WHEN the Sheffield half-marathon was cancelled be¬ 
cause of a shortage of drinking water, I was so proud 
of my fellow Yorkshirefolk. First, with reet grand North¬ 
ern disregard for the instructions, the runners ignored 
the cancellation and carried on running. Secondly, lo¬ 
cal folk armed themselves with thousands of bottles 
of mineral water and sold the runners as much as they 
could buy. Hang on. I have just been told that the locals 
actually gave the water away, for nowt. Are we abso¬ 
lutely sure this happened in Yorkshire? 

□□□□□□□ 

WINE wisdom. The Times advises its readers not to order 
“house white, please” in restaurants but to try: “Have you 
got a viognier-style aromatic white, the sort you might find 
in the Dolomites?” And if you do say that, can you guess 
which word will flash into the mind of the waiter and any¬ 
one else within earshot? Rhymes with anchor. 



Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


It's business as usual at market 


MARKET traders in Cradley Heath 
have insisted it is business as usual 
after their future was thrown into 
doubt. 

Stallholders at Cradley Heath 
Market say there is ‘no intention’ 
of closing after it was revealed its 
parent company had gone into re¬ 
ceivership. 

Businesses at the market, which 
also i ncludes 22 shop units, were 


sent a letter by administrators 
KPMG informing them that Land- 
master Ltd had gone into receiv¬ 
ership. But market manager Peter 
Cope has had it confirmed by those 
managing the receivership that the 
popular market will not be shutting 
its doors. 

He said: “I’ve had it confirmed 
from my head office in London, who 
had it confirmed from the receivers 


that there’s no intention of closing 
this market whatsoever. As far as 
we are concerned it is business as 
usual. 

“We are actually taking on new 
traders. I took on one last week 
and I’m taking one on next Tues¬ 
day who has moved over from West 
Bromwich market, selling greetings 
cards.” 

The market, known as the ‘big 


market’, is running offers to attract 
more traders and to more busi¬ 
nesses into the vacant shop units. 

Mr Cope said: “We are inviting 
people to come in and view the shop 
units, and asking them to make of¬ 
fers as opposed to us telling them 
‘this is the rent’. 

The market is open on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays 
from 8am to 4pm. 


The speed cameras are 
being switched back on 


SPEED cameras are back in the Black Coun¬ 
try — a year after they were turned off in a 
move to save money. 

Dudley Council has unveiled five new cameras and will 
pay the £15,000 bill for installation and maintenance. The 
cameras are positioned in Halesowen, Stourbridge, Gornal 
Wood and Quarry Bank. Council chiefs said they were put 
in place in response to ‘long-standing requests’ from com- 
mumtrns ■ b y Alex Ross 

One of the new cameras ™- = - 

is on a 50mph stretch of the 


Manor Way dual carriage¬ 
way in Halesowen, where 
Tipton motorcyclist Nick 
Foster died in an accident 
last June. 

Deterrents 

John Millar, Dudley 
Council’s director for urban 
environment, said: “The 
new units at Thorns Road, 
Quarry Bank; Manor Way, 
Halesowen; Coopers Bank 
Road, Gornal Wood; Old- 
nall Road, Stourbridge, 
and Grange Road, Stour¬ 
bridge are in response to 
long-standing requests from 
the community for speeding 
deterrents. 

“The units cost around 
£3,000 each to install and 
maintain set against 2014 
Department for Transport 
figures which show the aver¬ 
age cost of a serious accident 
is more than £210,000.” 

He said West Midlands 
Police would continue to 
deal with enforcement. 

The cameras were all in¬ 
troduced within the past 
two weeks. 


A year ago 73 of the re¬ 
maining active cameras 
were switched off by the 
West Midlands Safety Part¬ 
nership. The decision was 
made after West Midlands 
Police said it could no longer 
afford the £lm a year run¬ 
ning costs due to budget 
cuts. Instead, the number of 
the police’s mobile van cam¬ 
eras on the region’s roads 
doubled to four. 

Concerns continued to 
be raised about the speed 
of drivers in areas such as 
Manor Way. Members of 
Halesowen Athletics and 
Cycling Club voiced worries 
over the dangers of trying to 
pull out onto that road 

Inspector Dez Lambert, 
from Dudley Police,wel¬ 
comed the new camera and 
said they used new tech¬ 
nology which made them 
cheaper to run. He said: 
“We have long been aware 
of the speed of some mo¬ 
torists coming down Manor 
Way from the motorway. 
If the new camera reduces 
casualties on the road we, of 
course, welcome it.” 


Policing post at village 

POLICE officers will be based at parish council offices fol¬ 
lowing the closure of a village station. 

West Mercia Police has shut the station in New Street, 
Hagley as part of plans to save £1.5 million a year by 2016. 

A ‘community policing post’ has now been set up at the 
parish council offices in Worcester Road. 

The police base will not be open to the public but the 
facilities will be used by officers to spend more time in the 
village. Inspector Sarah Corteen said: “We are pleased to be 
able to use the parish council facilities, enabling us to con¬ 
tinue to strengthen our links with the people of Hagley.” 


Mine and mansion walk 



Geologist Graham Worton is ready for a walk into the past at Himley Hall 


VISITORS have the chance to take a guided 
tour of Himley Hall’s historic parkland, de¬ 
signed by 18th century landscape gardener 
Capability Brown 

Walks will be taking place this spring giv¬ 
ing people the chance to learn more about 
the mansion and its surrounding acres. 

A ‘walk through time’ takes place on 
April 23. Involving history and geology goes 
to the last working pit of the South Staf¬ 
fordshire Coalfield, returning via woodland 
to Himley. Graham Worton, the borough’s 


geology expert, will lead the walk, starting 
in the courtyard of the hall at 6.15pm. 

People can join the 10km South Staffs 
Explorer walk on April 30 from 2 to 5pm 
including Baggeridge and the South Staffs 
Railway walk. Meet at the main car park. 
There is an easy access trail on May 10 
for wheelchair users and their families to 
explore the Himley Estate. Meet at the 
hall from 2pm. On May 25, there will be a 
guided walk around Himley Hall itself. 

Book for the tours on (01384) 817817. 


Memories 
sought of 
greengrocer 
at museum 

STAFF at the Black Coun¬ 
try Living Museum are piec¬ 
ing together the history of a 
greengrocer’s shop. 

They are appealing for 
people to come forward with 
their memories. 

A building at the attrac¬ 
tion’s canal side village will 
be transformed into the 
shop which was housed at 
39 Lower Lichfield Street, 
Willenhall between around 
1916 to 1932. The museum 
is appealing for information 
so it can produce an authen¬ 
tic replica. 

Research by the muse¬ 
um’s collections team to 
date shows that Gertrude 
Adey, nee Illidge, is listed 
in the Kelly’s Trade Direc¬ 
tory as a greengrocer at the 
orignal address. She mar¬ 
ried William Adey in around 
1900 and had two children, 
William A Adey, born circa 
1901, and Gertrude M Adey, 
born circa 1903. 

Staff are hoping to get 
more information about the 
Adey family, the shop and 
Lower Lichfield Street dur¬ 
ing the early 20th century. 
They are also appealing for 
photographs of Willenhall 
and Black Country green¬ 
grocer shops,pre-1960. Get 
in touch by email at info@ 
bclm.com or call 0121 557 
9643 by April 28. Include 
name, telephone number 
and outline the information. 

A busy first 
year at centre 

THERE have been celebra¬ 
tions at Tipton Leisure Cen¬ 
tre where staff have marked 
its first anniversary. 

More than 230,000 visi¬ 
tors has been through the 
doors since it opened last 
year. The centre now has 
more than 7,500 members 
using pools, gym and fitness 
classes. 

The £8 million centre, 
which opened last April, was 
the first built in Sandwell 
since the 1970s and replaced 
a 1930s swimming pool. The 
centre, at the junction of 
Alexandra Road and Thurs- 
field Road, has a 25-metre, 
six-lane pool. 

Home brews only 

A BREWERY will only serve 
ales brewed in the Black 
Country at its 20 pubs over 
a weekend to celebrate the 
region’s heritage. Black 
Country Ales, based in Low¬ 
er Gornal, will stage the 
event from July 11 to 14 
to tie-in with official Black 
Country Day on July 14. 



CARRY BAG 
INCLUDED 


CareCo 


GET ACTIVE THIS SPRING. 

Ui " 1 I great scooters at unbeatable 


PRICES! 


✓ Recommend a Friend 
to CareCo and get 
a £15 Voucher! 


✓ Over 10,000 
Products In Stock 

✓ Fully Trained 
Mobility Advisors 

✓ Ready to Ride 
Service Available 


Luxury 8mph Scooters 
Cruiser now only £2895 ' from £1099 


Bluebird Luxury Travel 
Chair only £149 


CareCo Zoom 
only £569 


COME & VISIT OUR 
FABULOUS SHOWROOM 

CareCo (UK) Ltd: Unit 25, Pedmore Road Ind. 
Estate, Pedmore Road, Brierley Hill, 

West Midlands DY5 1TJ 
OPEN: Mon-Sat 9am-5pm 

01384 489119 
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New block 
teaching 
scheme 
at college 

A TEACHING block for stu¬ 
dents with learning difficul¬ 
ties will be built under plans 
unveiled by a college. 

Birmingham Metropoli¬ 
tan College want to open the 
single-storey ‘showroom’ for 
students next to its exist¬ 
ing Brierley Hill campus in 
Venture Way by September. 
The block will also include 
three small classrooms and 
a space for team activities. 

The college, which took 
the name of Stourbridge 
College following a merger 
last year, has lodged a plan¬ 
ning application for the 
building with Dudley Coun¬ 
cil. 

BPN Architects said the 
proposal was part of an aim 
by the college to provide 
dedicated teaching for stu¬ 
dents with learning difficul¬ 
ties. The facility will enable 
the college to teach students 
how to live independently 
in the community, centred 
around a purpose-built in¬ 
dependent living unit. 

The building would pro¬ 
vide a showroom-style 
kitchen, bathroom, bedroom 
and other living areas. A liv¬ 
ing area in the block will 
double up as a quiet room 
for students on the campus. 

The building will be on 
the campus’ car park and 
will reduce the spaces avail¬ 
able from 78 to 69. 

Choirs team 
up at concert 

TWO choirs united for a 
concert in Dudley Town 
Hall when more than 100 
choristers from Viva Musica 
and Gentlemen Songsters 
Male Voice Choir performed. 

Each choirs sang a selec¬ 
tion from its own repertoire 
and three items together as 
a massed mixed-voice choir. 
Michael Collie of BBC Mid¬ 
lands Today was compere. 
The performance in front 
of a 1,000 raised money for 
charities, including Parkin¬ 
sons UK and the Mayor of 
Dudley’s Charity Appeal. 
Information on the choirs 
is available at www.viva-mu 
sica.co.uk and www.gsmvc. 
org.uk 

Canal clean up 

VOLUNTEERS are need¬ 
ed for a canal spring clean. 
The Canal and River Trust 
want helpers for its clean up 
at Birmingham Main Line 
Canal, Tipton, on Saturday, 
April 26. Meet at Caggys 
Boatyard, Watery Lane, at 
10am. See canalrivertrust. 
org.uk or call 03030 404040. 


Prison for care boss who stole from resident 



A CARER who stole more than 
£9,000 from a disabled resident 
unable to care for himself has been 
jailed for nine months. 

Sharon Raybould was acting man¬ 
ager at the Pathways Care Group 
home, Woodsetton, when she took 
the money from the account of the 
53-year-old over a period of nearly 
two years. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court 
heard the man was unable to com¬ 
municate and had no family to look 
after his affairs. 


As management, Raybould had 
access to his bank card and PIN 
number. But she betrayed this trust 
between May 28, 2011, and March 
28, 2013, taking out £9,260. The 
court was told she made 80 such 
transactions. 

Mr Kevin Jones, prosecuting, said 
when money was taken out it was 
usually entered into a log but Ray¬ 
bould had either not entered infor¬ 
mation or recorded smaller sums. 

Raybould, 42, of Beacon Lane, 
Sedgley, pleaded guilty to one count 


of theft at a previous hearing. Mr 
Jones said that after she left the 
home in 2013 the new manager had 
noticed discrepancies. 

“When interviewed by police 
she admitted what she had done,” 
added Mr Jones. 

Mr Simon Hanns, defending, said 
his client was of previous good char¬ 
acter. 

“She is remorseful for what she 
has done and has admitted this 
money was used to top up her own 
financial difficulties. She is the sole 


carer for her partner and his son 
and if given an immediate custodial 
sentence it would have a major im¬ 
pact on the family.” 

Recorder Phillip Shears QC said a 
jail term was ‘inevitable’ given the 
severity of what she had done. 

A spokesman for Pathways Care 
Group said: “Her behaviour fell well 
below the high standards we expect 
from of our staff in protecting and 
supporting vulnerable adults in our 
care. We therefore fully welcome the 
court’s decision and the sentence.” 


Dedicated team is tackling 
the neighbours from hell 


MORE than 1,000 cases of anti-social behav¬ 
iour in Dudley have been dealt with by a spe¬ 
cialist team set up to investigate complaints. 

As a result there have been two evictions and four injunc¬ 
tions, which aim to prevent further problems. Some of the 
investigations have also led to warning letters being sent 
to troublemakers or noise abatement orders being issued. 

Dudley Council says the dedicated team has allowed it 


Sign up for 
animal facts 
in the zoo 

VISITORS to Dudley Zoo 
can find out more about 
the exotic speciesat the site 
thanks to more than 400 
new signs. 

The display panels at the 
40 acre site on Castle Hill 
are part of a £150,000 initia¬ 
tive supported by European 
Regeneration Development 
Funding. 

Archive 

Jill Hitchman, head of 
communications at the zoo, 
is tbehind the ambitious 
project and said: “The signs, 
which incorporate our fan¬ 
tastic photographic archive, 
reflect the wide range of 
rare and exotic animals 
at DZG and also showcase 
our colourful history across 
eight decades. 

“They offer instant, inter¬ 
esting and fun information 
in an easy-to-read format 
about individual species 
within the collection.” 

Peter Suddock, chief exec¬ 
utive at the zoo said the sig¬ 
nage project will transform 
the site. He added: “The 
whole site is to be re-signed. 
The signs will also provide 
clear and simple informa¬ 
tion about our animals.” 


provide a better service. 

Councillor Steve Waltho, 
cabinet member for housing 
and community safety, said: 
“One year ago this month 
we changed how we dealt 
with anti-social behaviour. 
Previously people who were 
suffering from neighbour¬ 
hood nuisance were put in 
touch with different teams, 
depending on their issue. 

“We now have just one 
team of 19 anti-social behav¬ 
iour specialists, drawn from 
across the country, who are 
experts in their field. The 
simplicity of this approach 
and the extra skills that we 
now offer is benefiting our 
residents. No-one should 
have to live in constant fear. 

“If you are suffering from 
persistent noise nuisance, 
harassment, or anything 
else that is negatively af¬ 
fecting your life, give the 
anti-social behaviour team 
a call.” 

One of the people who 
benefited said: “I lived 
through an absolute night¬ 
mare. Every single day I was 
intimidated, threatened and 
shouted at and I reached 
the end of my tether. The 
anti-social behaviour team 
was brilliant. It wasn’t a 
quick fix because of all the 
processes that needed to 
be gone through but I was 
advised and supported. 
Thanks to their actions I 
am now living a normal life 
again.” 

For more information 
call Dudley Council Plus on 
0300 555 2345. 


England fans’ goal is World Cup anthem 



World Cup songwriters Ken and Deb Harris with singer Jon Allen are seeking online support from England fans 


SONGWRITERS Ken and Debbie 
Harris are hoping to represent Eng¬ 
land fans’ World Cup hopes in song 
with one of five tunes they have en¬ 
tered in a contest to find an anthem 
for Brazil 2014. 

The couple, from Shepherds Brook 
Road, Lye, are now urging Black 
Country people to kick-start their 
2014 World Cup song bid by voting for 
one of their entries online. 

Their song Whole Wide World is 
proving popular in the ratings for the 


competition to find a song for Brazil 
2014. The pair, both 41, write under 
the name of Stormforce Music and 
are football fans, with Ken supporting 
Arsenal and teaching assistant Debbie 
following England. 

“Our latest song — Here We Go 
Again — should strike a chord with 
many England supporters,” said Ken, 
who works in IT. 

“I’m proud of this song because we 
believe fans can relate to it after all 
the years of disappointment. 


“Yes, we have a lot of heartbreak 
over the many years since 1966, but 
there is always hope. I’ve been an 
England fan all my life. The ultimate 
dream would be for a music publisher 
to come along to make it the unofficial 
England song. ” 

The songs were recorded at Rain- 
dance Music Studio, Stourbridge. 
Whole Wide World is sung by Jon 
Allen, from Brierley Hill. 

The competition works on rankings 
at www.worldcupsong.com/index.htm 


NEWS 

in brief 


Rock show for 
mayor’s charities 

MUSICIANS are hoping 
to hit the high notes for a 
charity gig taking place in 
the Midlands next month. 

Tickets have gone on 
sale for the Rock and Roll 
Showcase which will be 
held in aid of the Mayor of 
Dudley’s charities. 

The bands Purple Stereo 
and The Oldest House will 
be taking to the stage at 
The Secret Venue, Pearson 
Street, Dudley, on May 10 
from 7pm. Tickets cost £8, 
£6 for students, available 
by emailing suzylimesrdc@ 
hotmail.co.uk 

Labour councillor 
defending seat 

A LABOUR councillor has 
been selected to defend her 
seat at next month’s local 
elections. 

Kingswinford North 
and Wall Heath Council¬ 
lor Lynn Boleyn was first 
elected onto Dudley Coun¬ 
cil eight years ago and she 
hopes to retain her seat on 
May 22. 

She has campaigned for 
20mph speed restrictions 
in her ward and to save 
Maidensbridge Primary 
School, where she has been 
a governor for 12 years. 

More time for 
children to play 

CHILDREN will have even 
more time to play after ses¬ 
sion times were extended 
at a leisure centre. 

Youngsters aged seven 
and under can enjoy the 
soft play suite at Stour¬ 
bridge’s Crystal Leisure 
Centre every day and 
opening times have been 
extended on Mondays and 
Wednesdays. Sessions costs 
£4 for a parent and two 
children. Weekend sessions 
are 9.30am to 12.30pm. 

Pair deny pub 
attack on man 

TWO men have denied as¬ 
sault. Luke Walker, aged 
26, of Gayfield Avenue, and 
Luke Seeley, 25, of Chan- 
non Drive, both Withy- 
moor Village, pleaded not 
guilty to assault causing 
actual bodily harm at the 
Tenth Lock pub, Brierley 
Hill, on November 9. They 
were given conditional bail 
until trial at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court in July. 

Arsonists blamed 

ARSONISTS are being 
blamed for two small at 
the former Longlands 
School in Brook Street, 
Stourbridge, at 9.30pm on 
Friday. A neighbour said 
she had reported youths 
breaking into the school. 
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OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 




Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 345400 



IMTHI MOimUOMUl 


A FREE BOO FOR EVERY CHILD 
TRAVEL Lilt G OVER EASTER 

iRpy mfi IdiMr 

DauJy aerviuem until Thuradifty Afuil 
Weekends Only From 26th April 

Tram* Va w W*»lnbpnr»l mt 11 10 a I4.IO 
Artxtttinnnl mam at OO 
J 9tA April Mon 2iat April 


INFORMATION 

ONLINE BOOKlItO 


0103E *10441 
www wltrorg.uk 



SPRING CLEAN SALE 
Making room for Summer stock 
Many items Half Price! 


10 Rye Market, Stourbridge, West Midlands, DY8 1AJ - 01384 444120 
Opening Times 9-5pm Monday to Saturday 10 - 4pm Sunday 

pm 
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Rocking Ruby - the star with Kevin Robbins The boxing hero outside the Marbles premises Ruby with Karen Jerrison from West Bromwich 

A Frank message 
on mental illness 


THERE was a bigger scandal 
than the resignation of Maria 
Miller as Culture Secretary; the 
sacking of Michael Fabricant as 
a Conservative party vice chair¬ 
man. 

The always-entertaining blond 
bombshell that is Lichfield MP 
‘Mickey Fab’ was dropped be¬ 
cause he is about to lead a 
rebellion of Tories concerned 
about the route of the planned 
high speed rail line. But the final 
straw that saw him stripped of 
his prominent role was his re¬ 
marks about Mrs Miller. 

On the day Willenhall-born 
Mrs Miller finally bowed to public 
and political pressure to go over 
her expenses claims, Mr Fabri¬ 
cant said on Twitter that it was 
‘about time’. 

And when the party asked 
him if he’d stand aside for that, 
he stood his ground. Resigna¬ 
tion, Fabbo says, would imply 
he thought he’d done something 
wrong. And he doesn’t think he 
has. 

His more long-term disagree¬ 
ment with his party leaders, 
over HS2, is not unique to the 
MP. Both Staffordshire County 
Council and Lichfield District 
Council are formally opposed to 
the line and both are controlled 
by the Tories. 

The Fabricant affair is actually 
a far more troubling one for the 
Tories than the Maria Miller one. 
Or, at least, it ought to be. 

What the party effectively says 
to its members, as they start 
campaigning for the council and 
European elections is this: Claim 
thousands of pounds more than 
you should have from the tax¬ 
payer for your second home and 
then make a 32-second perfunc¬ 
tory apology for your attitude 
and you’ll have the full backing 
of your leader. 

But speak your mind as well 
as the views of the majority of 
the country and your constit¬ 
uents on a matter of trust and 
integrity in politics as well as a 
hugely costly and controver¬ 
sial piece of infrastructure and 
you’re sacked. 

□□□□□ 


Ed Miliband is still adamant 
that the country is in a ‘cost of 
living crisis’. His solution is to 
promise to devolve £20 billion of 
taxpayers’ money held in White¬ 
hall to city and county regions. 
This means eventual investment 
in infrastructure and skills, even¬ 
tually meaning more businesses 
create jobs, eventually meaning 
people have more money to 
spend. 

Meanwhile, on the way back 
to the office from Birmingham, 
where Mr Miliband made that 
announcement, a lady on the 
Midland Metro grumbled at the 
£5.70 cost of her return ticket. 

She hadn’t had the benefit of 
sitting and listening to Ed Mili¬ 
band speak at length about the 
‘cost of living crisis’ before he 
was chauffeured away in a Land 
Rover. 


IN THE age of text-speak, Twit¬ 
ter and whatever other means 
youngsters use to communicate 
today, teachers really have their 
work cut out trying to instil the 
importance of spelling, punctua¬ 
tion and grammar. 

But while it probably won’t 
ever make it onto the National 
Curriculum, the story about the 
sign outside a pub in Cornwall 
is a lesson for every youngster 
who can’t be bothered with all 
that boring stuff. 

‘The Wig & Pen is open for 
business’ is what the sign should 
have said. However, the sign- 
writer somehow got it wrong, 
forgetting to leave a space be¬ 
tween the ‘pen’ and the ‘is’. 

And that’s the trouble. 

Learning boring old rules 
about sentence structure and 
non-phonetic spelling seems 
terribly boring and old-fashioned 
when you’re 14. But ignoring it 
can leave you looking like a right 
‘pen is’. 

□□□□□ 

A TABLOID report this week 
claimed that half a million pa¬ 
tients who received cosmetic 
surgery are now at risk of black¬ 
mail. 

Apparently, thousands of 
women who had breast implant 
surgery, or ‘boob jobs’ as they 
are known in the trade, are now 
at risk of having their secret ex¬ 
posed. So to speak. 

Just a thought. If your ‘boob 
job’ is so secret that nobody 
knows about it, well, it can’t re¬ 
ally have worked, can it? 
□□□□□ 

A COUPLE of years ago, I in¬ 
terviewed a fellow who told me 
how his in-laws did not speak 
to one another when he first got 
married. 

“The one side of the family 
was from Colley Gate, and the 
other was from Cradley, and for 
a while they didn’t speak to one 
another because I had married a 
‘foreigner’,” he said. 

For those not familiar with this 
part of the world, Colley Gate 
and Cradley are about a mile 
apart. 

Times have changed, but the 
story illustrates the futility of try¬ 
ing to create a ‘Greater Birming¬ 
ham city region’, which has been 
rearing its head again lately. 

And while we’re on the sub¬ 
ject, why do public authorities 
persist with banging on about 
the ‘four Black Country bor¬ 
oughs’? 

The Black Country is a loose¬ 
ly-defined concept which has 
been around for centuries. It is 
nothing to do with 1970s local 
government boundaries. 

Government, both central and 
local should stick to sorting out 
the economy, maintaining order 
and emptying the bins. 

And not delude itself into be¬ 
lieving that you can change an¬ 
cient identities with a few new 
signs. 


asked here. This is how people should 
act about mental health, talk openly 
and have a support network. So many 
people do not have the support that this 
fantastic group offers.” 

“At first I would never have told 
anyone about my mental illness, I was 
scared I would get fired. 

“Comic Relief took a promotional pic¬ 
ture of me and put into tube stations 
with the title ‘One in four people have 
mental health problems and one in four 
have dandruff - I have both’. I became 
the poster girl for mental health and I 
toured with my routine in mental health 
hospitals for two years.” 

The two celebrities were joined by 
representatives from groups including 
Mind, Sandwell Mental Health, Time 
For Change and In2Work. 

Kevin Robbins set up Marbles in 2005 
after struggling to come to terms with 
his own bi-polar disorder. 

He said: “The name of the charity has 
a deeper meaning than simply a play on 
the phrase ‘he has lost his marbles’. 

“It is because inside a marble is a fine 
line and with mental health it doesn’t 
take much to cross over that fine line.” 

He added: “Hearing our two celeb¬ 
rities talk about their experiences will 
hopefully spread our key message, that 
there is a fine line at any one time be¬ 
tween being well and not. 

“We want people to know they can 
talk openly and we want to get rid of the 
stigma attached to mental health issues. 

“Not even a sporting champion or ce¬ 
lebrity is immune from it, mental health 
can affect anyone at any time.” 

One service user, who did not wish 
to be named, said: “Last year I had a 
major mental health breakdown but 
the support I received from the Marbles 
family gave me a new chance and helped 
me build my confidence to be more open 
about my condition.” 

For more information on Marbles or 
to donate unwanted furniture or house¬ 
hold goods call 0121 525 8064 or visit 
www.marblessandwell.co.uk 


Two celebrities have joined 
together with a local chari¬ 
ty to highlight the problems 
of living with mental illness 

HE made his career fighting 
his way to the top of the box¬ 
ing world and now Frank Bruno 
is encouraging mental illness 
sufferers to stop fighting their 
feelings and open up instead. 

“There is no need to struggle 
alone or in silence” the former heav¬ 
yweight champion said during a vis¬ 
it to a Black Country mental health 
charity. 

He told sufferers it was time to take 
down their barriers and speak openly 
about their problems. 

The retired sportsman was joined by 
comedian Ruby Wax at a chat show style 
debate organised by Marbles, a charity 
which promotes good mental health and 
aims to de-stigmatise perceptions that 
surround sufferers. 

It was held at the charity’s second 
hand furniture warehouse in Great 
Bridge last Tuesdya, and followed by a 
book signing with more than 70 visitors 
attending to hear the stars talk about 
their personal struggles. 

The ex-boxer, who has battled with 
bi-polar disorder since 2003 and has 
had spells in hospital, said: “Since I have 
been open about my struggle I hope it 
has inspired people, not just men, to 
come forward and not be afraid. 

“Mental health problems can happen 
to anyone. I want to encourage people 
to talk about how they are feeling, don’t 
fight it. 

“There is no need to struggle alone or 
in silence. Men struggle with pride and 
stress over what people might say but 
that adds more pressure. 

“Don’t fight against your feelings, let 
them out. There is help available.” 


Frank signs boxing gloves for St George’s parade fundraiser Mark Cowles 


He added: “Marbles is a very good 
charity. I am very privileged and hon¬ 
oured to be invited here today and hope 
to help the charity more in the future.” 

For many years, the 52-year-old has 
been a champion for mental health 
awareness and has met with Govern¬ 
ment ministers to help get better treat¬ 
ment for sufferers. 

American author, comedienne and 
chat show host Ruby Wax told the au¬ 
dience how depression would overcome 
her Tike a tidal wave’ and talked about 
society’s belief there is a quick fix to de¬ 


pression. She said: “Everyone wants an 
instant pill but you can’t get a six pack 
by only doing one sit up. 

“You wouldn’t tell a diabetic to come 
off their insulin so why do people think 
it’s okay to tell someone with a men¬ 
tal health issue to get off the drugs or 
cheer up? 

“It is a disease where people don’t 
know how to treat you or speak to 
you and because of this sufferers feel 
ashamed, on top of stress on top of 
shame and it drives you wild.” 

She added: “It is a real honour to be 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 

It’s been a crazy few months for 
Cloudy2Clear Windows. The 
company which specialises in 
repairing windows which are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
by replacing the panes - not the 
frames has grown rapidly as 
homeowners take advantage of 
their services. 

Managing Director Brian 
Stanley feels that it’s all about 
service. ‘Our product is simple. 

If your double glazing is misted 
up we can replace the glass at 
a fraction of the cost of a new 
window, in any type of frame, and 
with a new 5 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving people 



money, although that obviously 
helps. Many tradespeople have 
struggled since last year and I 
honestly feel that during the good 
times a minority perhaps didn’t 
focus on customer care as much as 
they should have done. 

We make sure we turn up when 
we say we will, do the job the 
customer requires and leave their 
house as clean as a whistle. I often 
get comments back from customers 
on how they really didn’t expect that 
sort of service which, in a way, is 
very sad for the service industry as 
a whole.’ 

Cloudy2Clear service 
Wolverhampton and the surrounding 


area and Brian is finding that his 
approach is a major factor in his 
success. ‘The truth is that it’s not 
just the personal satisfaction that 
I get from doing a good job but 
also it makes good business sense. 
I get a huge amount of business 
from friends and family of people 


I’ve done work for, which just 
goes to show how much a little bit 
of effort is appreciated.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118 and 
he’ll be happy to help! 






































Can't see how police were wronged 


ONCE again I am amazed by the money be¬ 
ing given to public sector workers, following 
on from the fiasco of women cleaners being 
compensated for not being paid the same as 
bin men by Birmingham Council. 

We now are faced with having to pay com¬ 
pensation to police officers who were forced 
to take retirement, having earned it by serv¬ 
ing for 30 years plus. 

Whilst I have the greatest respect for po¬ 
lice officers who do a hard and often dan¬ 
gerous job, I fail to see that they have been 
wronged, and many of us in the private sec¬ 


tor can only look on with envy at the £71.3m 
paid out in lump sums plus an index linked 
pension averaging over £20,000 per annum. 

Rather than add expensive court costs to 
all this, maybe it would be better if the of¬ 
ficers who feel that retirement was forced 
upon them to let them return to work but 
allow them to keep the monthly payments 
they have so far received, just returning the 
lump sum until they are ready to retire. 

R GWILLIAMS 
Brierley Hill 


LETTERS 

to the Editor 

POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST ir 
number number. The Editor reser 

E-MAIL 

Dudley.chron 
@expressandstar.co.uk 

tclude name, address and telephone 
ves the right to condense letters. 


There's no dog poop 
problem at this park 


Move the 
bollards out 
of square 

I READ with disbelief the 
letter from B Etheridge, I 
presume the UKIP repre¬ 
sentative, regarding Stone 
Street Square. 

Anyone with proper 
knowledge of local politics 
knows that the project was 
the brainchild of Cyril Woo¬ 
dall during the last Labour 
administration in Dudley, 
when they were allowed 
to spend a fortune of our 
money. 

If Labour had their way it 
would have been worse and 
would have housed the cen¬ 
otaph. I was the only coun¬ 
cillor out of the 14 at the 
then Central Area Commit¬ 
tee who voted for its place¬ 
ment in the corner, still 
marked out. They refused 
to second my nomination for 
its placement in Coronation 
Gardens which we in the 
Royal British Legion fought 
hard to secure. 

Stone Street should house 
the same amount of vehicles 
it always did by just pulling 
up the bollards encompass¬ 
ing an area used less than 
once a year since its disas¬ 
trous introduction. 

M DAVIS 

Kates Hill 


I WOULD like to reply to 
the letter printed in the 
Dudley Chronicle, written 
by T Davies, of Dudley, re¬ 
garding dogs in the park at 
Wall Heath. 

May I say that having 
lived in Albion Street over¬ 
looking the park for some 
years, I have never once had 
one whiff of dog poo and 
neither have my neighbours 
when I have spoken to them 
regarding this matter. 

I am at a loss to think 
how T Davies has reached 
this conclusion but would 
strongly recommend him 
visiting his local clinic to en¬ 
sure that all is well with his 
sense of smell. 

I look over the park very 
often during the day, and 
must say that the majority 
of people are very respon¬ 
sible at keeping their dogs 


under control and always 
clean up after them too. 

Many lovely dogs and 
their owners use the park, 
meeting up for a stroll on a 
daily basis, indeed it is the 
heart of our community 
here in our lovely village. 

I do wonder when I read 
small minded comments 
from people, if they genu¬ 
inely have nothing better to 
do with their time? 

Perhaps T Davies should 
therefore stay in Dudley 
where he lives — or if he 
dare venture onto our beau¬ 
tiful park, try wearing a peg 
on his nose if that will solve 
his issue, as no one else 
seems to have a problem! 

J JONES 

Wall Heath 


No respect 
for cortege 

WHEN I was a child, walk¬ 
ing with my brother and 
granddad, and we saw a 
funeral approaching, they 
would remove their caps 
until it had passed by. My 
brother was only six and I 
was five, but we learnt that 
was the right thing to do to 
show respect. 

In the last week, I have 
attended three funerals and 
I noticed the lack of respect 
shown to the cortege as it 
drives from the church to 
the crematorium. Drivers 
show no respect to the fu¬ 
neral cars, they pulled out 
in between the cortege and 
family car, thus splitting the 
procession, even overtaking 
the cortege. 

Surely they could have 
shown a bit of respect for 
the families at such sad 
times. 

I sincerely hope that 
when their day comes, they 
get shown the same respect. 

H SPITTLE 

Dudley 

Buses used 
to run on time 

JUST to let you know about 
buses on our estate — they 
are a joke. A few of us wait¬ 
ed over an hour on Tuesday 
night for the 276 to come in 
from Merry Hill. 

The X96 has to come from 
the same area of Merry Hill 
and that can get to the bus 
station on time. Tuesday 
night we saw six 246 come 
in and go out and five buses 
‘Out of Service’ on the front 
of them. 

There is never no one to 
speak to at Stourbridge Bus 
Station. It was better with 
the 294-295, at least they 
ran on time. 

S J ROBERTS 

Norton 


*HNVISI 


Tel: 01562 888 158 

www.invisihair.co.uk 

l rm% atmn Mi 0 


New clients 50% discount? We are here to help! 




CONCERNED ABOUT MALE I FEMALE 

HAIR LOSS? 


One of the worlds moet advanced Non Surgical Hollyood Hair Systems 

I m if If j Undetectable Bespofce Hair Integration 

I W 19)1 ■VIII For active living: swim, go to the gym etc 


We can give you a FULL HEAD of luscious original human hairl 



We Offer: 


• Hollywood Hair Systems • Clinical Hair Laser Therapy 

• Hair Regrowth Treatments • Hair Thickening Programmes 


CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 

Invest Hair 

Tel: 01562 888 158 

123 Worcastor Road 

Hagley, Birmingham 

www.invisihairco.uk 

OY9 ONO 

info@invisihairxo.uk 
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David Harris who is retiring after 50 years at the business with family in the background 


Major Harris in his civvies, who started the business 


Dave with staff and family members outside the West Bromwich hairdressers 



Dave’s father Rees Harris seen in his uniform 


Hair to historic family business 
finally cuts ties after 50 years 


FROM quiffs to short back and 
sides, a barbers shop with proud 
roots in the Black Country has 
been styling menfolk for more 
than 100 years. 

But Harris Hairdressers in West 
Bromwich has delivered its last cut as 
the shop has now closed down, with 
the retirement of its boss after his own 
50 years in the trade. 

Dave Harris is the third generation of his 
family to cut hair in the Sandwell borough 
following on from his father and grandfa¬ 
ther before him. And during that time they 
have styled generations of boys and men. 

He has been at the business since 1964 
and the 65-year-old has now decided the 
time has come to retire. 

“I have been cutting hair here since I left 
school aged 15 and I have seen this area of 
West Bromwich change a lot over the years 
and I have had a lot of customers come and 
go,” he said. Dave took on the shop from 


MEMORY LANE 

By Tom Mason 

his father, Rees Harris, who opened up the 
barber’s in Stone Cross in 1956. 

The founder of the business, Dave’s 
grandfather, Major Harris, decided to set 
up business in the Black Country in 1900 
and opened the family’s original salon in St 
Michael’s Street. 

He continued to work out of the shop 
until his death in 1942. During this time he 
had three sons Des, Bill and Rees, who were 
all taught to cut hair and drafted into the 
family business from school aged 14. 

During the Second World War Dave’s fa¬ 
ther joined up to fight with the South Staf¬ 
fordshire Regiment, before eventually being 
re-assigned to the Queen’s Own Cameron 
Highlanders. 

Dave said: “He never spoke about his 
time in the war. He would always just ask 
why we would want to know about that. He 


taught me everything I know and he was 
taught by his dad before that.” 

After the war he spent some time in Ed¬ 
inburgh before finally returning home and 
returning to his father’s shop in central 
West Bromwich. 

Soon after he returned, the three Harris 
brothers got together and began a hair¬ 
dressing empire in the borough, eventually 
opening three shops in West Bromwich, in¬ 
cluding the current shop in Beverley Road, 
where Dave and his father have spent the 
last five decades working in. 

His father continued to work in the shop 
well into his 70’s. He died at the age of 85 
in 2004. And although the barbers has shut 
for the last time, Dave hopes to keep cut¬ 
ting hair part-time and has set up a mobile 
service for his oldest and loyalist customers. 
The great-grandfather-of-two said: “There 
is a lot more competition these days and 
business isn’t quite what it used to be and 
I felt it was time to close up the shop and 
retire.” 

“It’s weird I have seen hairstyles come 


and go, but now I am seeing a return to the 
styles that I did when I first started. 

“Lots of kids come in asking for quiffs, I 
really enjoy doing the older styles. I’ve loved 
every day working here, I will miss coming 
in,” said Dave, who lives in Stourport. 

His family have joined in his retirement 
celebrations, presenting him with a cake 
and champagne at the salon. 

He said: “I really didn’t expect to be sur¬ 
prised by family like that . I had only just 
started sweeping up when they burst in 
with cake and champagne.” 

His wife Margaret said: “He isn’t a very 
showy person, so he’s been so surprised by 
everything.” 

His son-in-law Neil Beddard, 53, used to 
have his hair cut at the salon when he was 
a youngster. 

“As a child I used to come here and get 
my hair cut. 

“All my sons and my grandson have had 
their hair cut by Dave, he always does a 
good job and he is so well known locally. I’m 
sure he will be missed.” 


HfDSB 


If not, buying a New Bed from 




Jrra iarraji^^T ir iamr^ gnTnjmwa firrrrraipff fflfir^ 

3 FLOORS OF FAMOUS NAMES GUARANTEED BEST PRICES 



OF STOCK MUST GO. 





mm 

(EH? 
SCEMIMH] 
Ennuis 


ifcHYTNOS MyERS 


%/nbf WE are NBF manufacturers, stockists /nbf 


EVERYTHING RlG^T from ADVICE TO PRICE EZZ23 

Dreamland Superstore /&\ 

23 Mill Street, Brierley Hill. 01384 74166 FjTAb 

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm. Sat 9am-5.30pm Sun 11 am-4.30pm 

Supporters of Mary Stevens Hospice 


Large free 
car park at 
rear of store 
\Little Cottage 
* Street 
DY51RG 


FRIEND! Y * FUN * FAST PAC£OF 


BOOT 


SE SSI 


£7 

:R SESSION 


WITH 4 WORI 3 
CHAMPION 
KICKBOXER 
JAMIE BEECH 

A \ _ I V\ 

OR JOIN FOR 
(LIMITED TRAINING 

£30 PER MONTH 


JOIN NOW!! 


. vf >l HALESOWEN 

fv- AT 

THE SCROLLS 

HAWNE RECREATION GROUND 
STOURBRIDGE ROAD, B(>3 3GP 
MON - (>.30 PM WED - (>.30 PM SAT - 930 AM 


WOLLASTON 

AT 

SWAN POOL PARK, WOLLASTON 
D/8 3RR 

MEET AT STUDLE/ GATE CAR PARK 

TUESDA7 (>.30 PM THURSDA7 (>.30 PM SAT TS AM 


• LOSE WEIGHT • TONE UP • GET FIT 
GET RESULTS (some members lost a stone in just a month] • GREAT FUN 


M 07891 876492 
M beechbody@hotmail.com 
11 BeechBodyBootcamp 


* BEECHBODYBOOT 
^ www.beechbody.co.uk 


(> SESSIONS 
PER WEEK 
BO PER 
MONTH 


W O l M • \ Electric 

^Mobility ^ 2s* 


SCOOTERS/ 
ELECTRIC BEDS 


MANUAL WHEELCHAIRS 
FROM £110 


Recline 
Chairs 
from £4 



Showroom 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote Stourbridge DY8 4BS or call 01384 378252 
OPEN MON-SAT 9-5 pm FREE PARKING AT REAR 
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you know that, 80% of 
our customers are retired? 
Find out why they trust us 
for yourselves... 

40% OFF 

Doors and Drawers 
Before 30 th April 


PLUS 10% OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

Book your no obligation Quote Today!! I 

0121 550 4821 or 07726104200 

Offers cannot be combined 


OUR NEW SHOWROOM IS NOW OPEN IN STOURPORT 
33 High Street, Stourport on Severn DY13 8BE 
Tel: 01299 877718 Fax: 01299 825671 

Opening Times: Mon - Sat lOam - 5.30pm, Thurs lOam - 7pm 


All types of 
Flooring supplied 
and Wet Wall 
Solutions for 
Bathrooms 

Range of 
Kitchens, 
Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit 
all budgets 


OVER 100 DOOR STYLES 
AVAILABLE IN ALL 
COLOURS. 

WORKTOPS AVAILABLE 
STANDARD. QUARTZ 
ENCORE AND WOOD. 

ALL CABINETS AND 
WARDROBES BESPOKE 
MADE TO 
MEASURE SIZES 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 




Homeowners... 

Looking to sen? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property 
results for a minimum outlay 

Just moued in? 

Let us help to transform your property into a drear 

Decided to stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, 
bedroom or bathroom ancf allow us to show your home's true potential 

Bring us your dream futures and we will bring them to Ina 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our customers 
the finest service within the 
home improvement market / 

THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

'We have customers who would be more than happy to 
show you the excellent standard of work' 




Appliances: Neff, 
Bosch, Rangemaster, 
Belling, Baumatic, 
Hotpoint, Stoves and 
many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year 
Guarantee 

What our customers say! 

“...it looks like a palace...” 
“...definitely recommend 
‘Quality Kitchens’ to our 
friends and family...” 
“...totally professional from 
beginning to end...” 



CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

www.qkm.org.uk WE WILL NOT LET YOU DOWNJm 


The largest working Luce kitchen 
in the Midlands 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 
Open Mon - Sat 9am - 5pm, Thursday 9am - 7pm 

Tel: 0121 330 4821 
Mobile: 07726 104200 

Oak Lodge Building, Furnace Hill, Halesowen, B63 3LZ 
Open Mon - Fri 9.30am - 5pm, Sat 10am - 1pm 


[ 




WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, ORANGERIES, 




■ WINDOWS & ( 
PORCHES, 
*SUPPUE 
ACI 



PORCHES, FASCIAS & SOFFIT BOARDS 
* SUPPLIED & FITTED TO ALL AREAS 
ACROSS THE MIDLANDS 

You can be sure 


WINDOW, CONSERVATORY, PORCH, 
FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 

How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 

It’s simple customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale 
personnel and the unbeatable service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so 
many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window and conservatory is custom made to 
the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry.No other company in the area has more 
experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 28 years. 
Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on 
display at our purpose built showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00am to 5.30pm 
and Saturday 9.00am to 4.00pm. At Rydale we feel that it is very important to see products on display 
before you make your final decision to purchase. 

We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here 
for you the customer. At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, you only pay when the 
installation has been completed. Rydale has been a trusted brand in our area for over 28 years. If we give 
you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. 

Can that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products 


including free delivery. 




Spring Sale 

NOWON 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and 
window showrooms 
in the UK 



_ 


EASTER OPENING HOURS 

Good Friday 9am - 4pm, 
Easter Saturday 9am - 4pm, 
Easter Sunday Closed, 

Bank Holiday Monday 10am - 4pm 


Massive 

Discounts 

on all orders placed now for 
May installation 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 


O pen Weekdays 9 am to 5.30 pm, Saturday 9 am to 4 pm, S unday C losed 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewinclows.co.ulc 
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WHERE (TRADITIONAL ELEGANCE 
MEETi MODERN TECHNOLOGY ^ 
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KEEPING YOUR HOME AUTHENTIC, SAFE AND WARM THIS SPRING BEAUTIFULLY 
DESIGNED WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES & ORANGERIES 


We are a professional, family run, local company who have over 32 years year-on-year trading installing quality 
windows, doors, conservatories and orangeries. We pride ourselves on our high quality standards and that we can offer 

all our customers total satisfaction on whatever you need. 


For more information call us now on 01902 897000 


or visit our website at 

www.wombourne-windows.co.uk 


a ^ombourne 

^ indows 


Showroom Easter Opening Hours Showroom 

Friday I Oam - 4pm Saturday I Oam - 4pm Sunday Closed Morlock House, 

Bank Holiday Monday I Oam - 4pm Bridgnorth Road 

s Wombourne, South Staffs 


WV5 0AL 


FENSA 


y © 


# 

HomePro 


storm 





















Fundraising to 
tragic Elle back 



FATE dealt a cruel blow 
to kind, intelligent school¬ 
girl Elle Davidson, who had 
gained A* grades in her 
GCSEs and was bound for 
university at Oxford or Cam¬ 
bridge. 

The Kingswinford teenager was 
struck down by a brain condition last 
year which has left her confined to a 
wheelchair and unable to commu¬ 
nicate. Friends and family are now 
trying to raise £80,000 needed for 
adaptions to the 17-year-old’s home. 

At the moment she and her mother, 
Leah, live at a rehabilitation centre in 
Surrey. Her father Phil has to come 
home to the Black Country to work 
and is only able to join his family at 
the weekend. The adaptions would 
mean Elle could come home for the 
first time since she was struck down. 

Collapsed 

The nightmare started for Wolver¬ 
hampton Girls’ High School, student 
Elle on January 12, 2013, when she 
collapsed with severe head pain. Her 
mother took her to Dudley’s Russells 
Hall Hospital where it was originally 
thought she was suffering from stress 
and she was discharged the next day. 

But when the same thing happened 
two days later a CT scan was carried 
out and Elle was rushed to Birming¬ 
ham’s Queen Elizabeth Hospital. 
Tests revealed she had a brain condi¬ 
tion called AVM which she had been 
born with it but did know about until 
she was taken ill. 

Elle had two small bleeds to the 
brain and operations were carried out. 
She later had a stroke and two heart 
attacks. She needed a shunt fitted to 
drain brain fluid and a metal plate to 
replace the area of her skull which had 
to be removed. Tests have shown the 
youngster is now unable to see. 


Family friend Louise Evans said 
a charity ball is being held on May 
10 at the Mill Hotel, Alveley, near 
Bridgnorth, to help raise money for 
the home adaptions. Tickets are £40 
including a three-course meal, live 
band, DJ and auction. Call Lloyd Sut¬ 
ton on 07770836008 for tickets. 

Louise said: “What happened to 
Elle was tragic. She was the kindest, 


sweetest girl you could meet. She was 
the top in all her subjects and had 
awards for being the best pupil. 

“We are trying to secure the money 
needed for these adaptions so Elle can 
come home and be with her whole fam¬ 
ily.” 

An appeal has also gone out to any 
tradesmen who would be willing to 
help with the work. 


BEDS LIVING & DINING BEDROOM FURNITURE SOFAS ARMCHAIRS BEDS 


1 i I I 


EASTER sale 

www.thefurniturewarehouse.co.uk 


BE EARLY FOR THE 
BARGAINS! 


SUITES SOFAS BEDS DINING & LOUNGE FURNITURE 

The Furniture Warehouse has been furnishing the homes of the Black 
Country for over 25 years. With a huge choice of both modern and 
classic furniture to choose from we are sure we’ve got something 
for everybody. Our collection includes ex-display, manufacturers 
development models, cancelled orders, and ex show home display 
models all at clearance prices. 


EASTER OPENING HOURS 

GOOD FRIDAY 10.00-5.00 
EASTER SATURDAY 10.00 - 5.30 
EASTER SUNDAY CLOSED 
BANK H0L MONDAY 10.00-5.00 
TUESDAY TO FRIDAY 10.00 - 6.00 


OVER 10O SOFAS ON DISPLAY 

Plus a Large Selection of Beds, Bedrooms, Living & Dining Room Furniture 



Italian hand crafted sofa’s available in 
a large selection of the finest quality 
leathers ■ Options of wood finishes. 


Everest 4’6” Luxury Memory Foam Divan 
Set with optional storage space 




ADVERTISEMENT 

WILLENHALL’S Ann Skitt retrieves her bike from the garage, deftly 
fixes a slipped chain, and is ready “to go anywhere.” 

A young-at-heart 75-year-old, she oozes charisma and charm, 
still goes to the gym “when she needs to shed a few pounds” and is 
the life and soul of the party at her local Young At Heart Club where 
she is a volunteer worker. 

It’s hard to imagine that his retired assembly worker could ever 
be knocked back. But failing teeth “became an embarrassment,” 


Ann’s smile 

puts her in top gear 




r*j 


w 






she recalls. Recently she was fitted with implant-retained dentures, 
inspired by a newspaper article on Steven Burchell’s work at the 
Denture Clinic. 

She says: “You don’t realise how having bad teeth can affect 
you until you have treatment like this and you get the confidence 
back. The whole shape of my mouth has changed. I could not have 
wished for better treatment. My care was first class and Steven 
has become like family to us.” 


A CUTTING-EDGE development to help resolve the 
stability problems faced by thousands of denture 
wearers is being offered by the Denture Clinic. 

Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) GDC108353, who 
heads the teams at his North Street practice in Dudley, 
and other clinics across the region, says the invention 
has the potential to resolve all-too-common denture 
stability issues. 

Prosthetics are held in place by tiny valve-operated 
suction devices which are built into the prescription. A 
clever diaphragm principle, triggered by bite pressure 
on patients’ gums, creates a ‘sucking’ vacuum between 
the soft-tissue mouth lining and the prosthetic. 

Steven, whose clinics attracts patients from as far as 
Spain, the Isle of Skye and the Isle of Anglesey, adds: 
“The denture revolution is evolving at a frightening pace. 

“In recent times we have seen, what I can describe 
only as strident steps forward, with implant-retained 
over-dentures, ‘teeth-in-a-day’ implant procedures and 
suction solution dentures, all coming into main-stream 
dentistry. 

“We also have clever injection moulding technology 
which allows excellent fitting outcomes and our clinical 
solutions have never been so appealing. 

“Implant dentistry as a resolve for stabilisation issues 


The Ultra Suction system is available for both top and 
lower dentures, enables the construction of a plateless 
top denture and can be successfully used in reline work 

is not suitable for everyone, neither is it all patients’ first 
preference, but the Ultra Suction prosthetics offer yet 
another possibility. 

“The beauty of this affordable technology is that it can 
deliver for the right patient excellent denture retainer 


qualities without the invasive clinical procedures 
required for implant work. We have always endeavoured 
to be on the very cusp of clinical development and this 
is another ‘tool ‘in our commitment to ever-try to deliver 
results which are greater than patient expectations. 

“Lower dentures can often be troublesome as stability is 
compromised by shrinking gums and bone erosion - it’s 
all part of the ageing process. Ill-fitting dentures create 
painful friction problems on gums and not least, be a 
source of compromised chewing and embarrassment.” 

Reduction 

Steven adds: “The device can be mounted on upper 
or lower teeth and because of its efficiency allows us 
to consider a reduction in the size of the acrylic ‘plate’ 
which can result in improved speech and taste.” 

Typically, Denture Clinic patients will be assigned 
more than three-and-a-half clinical hours surgery time 
in achieving the best possible outcome. 

Dentures have traditionally never been associated 
with cosmetic makeovers, “but our high-quality 
prosthetics have quite literally taken years off some 
of our patients,” says Steven. “Can dentures look 
glamorous? Emphatically, yes - we have taken years off 
the appearance of some of our patients.” 


Gompleteidentures. Partial dentures Gopty dentureSi Jm plant = retained>dentur L es> Same,-day repair's . Belinesi S.oft linings. 


For appointments at all clinics call The Denture Clinic 

AOAA AAOC4OC 5 North Street, Dudley, 


0800 0285185 


Other clinics located at: 


West Midlands, DY2 7DT 


Offroad Wheelchair Level 

Parking Friendly Access 


Wolverhampton, Bearwood & Kidderminster 

www.denture-clinic.co.uk email: info@denture-clinic.co.uk 


Qenture 

•Clinic 


BEDS LIVING & DINING BEDROOM FURNITURE SOFAS ARMCHAIRS BEDS LIVING & DINING ARMCHAIRS SOFAS 
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sale £399 

Comfortable living... over 60% off! 

Modern large sofa in natural linen fabric. 

Was £999 Save £600 


oax 



V- 

sale £399 

Contemporary dining... 50% off! 

Light oak dining table & 4 ivory dining chairs. 

Was £799 Save £400 


Vi 

m .1 

& 

hi "\m 

sale £2$ 

fl jfm 

D9 

Modern bedrooms... endless o| 
Sleek sliding door robes... choi 
Now from as little as £299! 

ations! 

ce of finishes! 




William & Sons... 

Merry Hill’s largest furniture superstore! 

With over 35,000 sq ft of floor space, spread over two 
huge floors, our showroom has over 200 individual room 
displays of lounge, dining, bedroom, beds and occasional 
furniture, helping you to create a stylish & affordable home! 

H tyt&u/d jm/ wtj km/ 

ELANO 


Alstons 


Vbardi 


^ BUOYANT 


©T 


LLI AM&SONS 


Harrison 


Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY5 1UA 

T. 01384 77444 
www.williamandsons.co.uk 


’ HTL 


Julian Bowen 
























Scan the QR code to reveal more! 
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William & Sons... 

Outstanding customer service! 

We’re committed to achieving the highest possible 
standards in personal customer service, ensuring all orders 
are progressed by our supplier trained sales team, 
from the point of order to delivery & beyond! 

•Hi// ha/yuo juts 


Ab/fAAjir^ 




■ 3 Great Sale Days... 

■ Good Friday 

■ Easter Saturday 

■ Bank Holiday Monday 


bfcv A 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 






Massive savings on ALL brand name bedding! 

Silentnight Miracoil luxury 4 drawer divan set. 

Was £599 Save £300 


Myra's 


nolte 

MODEL 


rauch 




ft's 


WADE 


EASTER OPENING TIMES: 

Good Friday 10-6pm 
Easter Saturday 10-6pm 
Easter Sunday Closed 
Bank Holiday Monday 10-6pm 
Tuesday to Friday 10-5.30pm 


Typical 0% APR 


* Interest free credit offer available on all 


■ FREE parking 

■ Expert Advice 

■ Leading Brands 

■ Personal Service 

■ Fluge Selection 

■ Great Savings 

' PRICE \ 

• MATCH • 

: PROMISE : 

• We’ll not be ; 

\ beaten on Price! 

Thot^o ni ir nrninioo 

is over £500 excluding clearance items. Subject to status. Written details on request. All offers subject to availability. Price Match Promise terms & conditions apply - ask in store or see our website for further details. E&OE 

% i nax s our promise % mm 
|jR'KL% to you! 
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Quality 


• uPVC • Fascias • Soffits • Guttering 


• Tile Edging • Roofing 



Also 


CONCRETE GUTTERING 


Specialist removal 
Replacing with 
Modern low maintenance 
Upvc Fascias and Soffits 


All work 
guaranteed 
with HomePro 
Insurance 



No Free 
Gimmicks 
Family 
Business 

Local 

References 
if required 


Registered with 


E 


* 

omePro 


| TRUST 
1 MARK 


Membership 
No. 554518 



Giving homeowners peace of mind 
ALWAYS FREE ADVICE 
AND QUOTATION 

Freephone 
0800 799 9413 

to speak to Mark 

123 Amblecote Road, Brierley Hill, 
West Midlands DY5 2YD 


Bear facts 
about teddy 
collection 


KINGSWINFORD 
LADIES SOCIAL 
CIRCLE 


CHAIRMAN Sheila Evans 
welcomed all member, two 
visitors and speaker David 
Chatterly, to the April 3 
meeting. 

The business agenda was 
read, approved and signed. 

Thank you messages were 
read out from Val, Nadine 
and Iris, who are recovering 
from illness. 

Arrangements for the trip 
to Ros Labels Fashion Out¬ 
let and then on to Symonds 
Yat Leisure Park in Here¬ 
fordshire have been final¬ 
ised and it will take place on 
September 11. 

David Chatterly intro¬ 
duced himself as an arcto- 
phile, a collector of teddy 
bears. 

He gave a comprehensive 
history of these toys empha¬ 
sising the changing char¬ 
acteristics, material from 
mohair to nylon, sawdust 
stuffing to kapok, static to 
moving limbs, wooden eyes 
to glass and differing facial 
expressions. 

He demonstrated these 
changes by showing several 
bears from his large collec¬ 
tion. They included Steiff, 
Chad Valley, Merry Thought 
and Pixie Toys which were 
made in Stourbridge. 

The final teddy bear was 
about two inches long, and 
lived in a brass tin case also 
containing a union flag and 
buttons.These were made in 
1914 and given by wives and 
sweethearts to their men 
going to war. 

Sylvia Fletcher gave the 
vote of thanks and two la¬ 
dies won a raffle prize. 


Guided tour follows 
handover of cheque 



Guild members with Sue Beesley and Amanda Cox at Acorns Hospice 


THREE members from Great Wyrley TG 
visited Acorns Hospice in Walsall to pres¬ 
ent a cheque for £200. The money had been 
collected by the guild in donations in lieu of 
Christmas Cards. 

The ladies were given refreshments and 
a guided tour of the centre by community 


GREAT WYRLEY TG 


team worker Sue Beesley and then were 
introduced to Amanda Cox who is a fund¬ 
raising administrator. Bette Webb, chair¬ 
man of the TG then presented the cheque 
to Amanda. 


Members are given food for 
thought with an A-z of trivia 


ON March 27, 18 members 
of WCTWG attended the 
Federation South Staffs 
Branch Annual Dinner at 
the Masonic Hall, Aldridge. 

CTWG’s 18 ladies proved 
to be the highest representa¬ 
tion, percentage wise, of all 
branches attending. 

The chairman of the 
South Staffs Federation, 
Pat White, a member of 
WCTWG, chaired the 
evening and announced 
that an invitation had been 


WALSALL CENTRAL 


sent to Sue Smith, the for¬ 
mer national chairman, who 
was unable to attend as she 
was actually at Buckingham 
Palace receiving an OBE for 
her services to TWG. 

Following the meal great 
entertainment was provided 
by comedian Doug Parker. 

Chairman Pat Jones 
opened the April 1 meeting 
and following business mat¬ 


ters, introduced the speaker 
for the evening, Jane Phil¬ 
lips. Jane is presently 
teaching a modern form of 
home economics, including 
cooking, at Queen Mary’s 
Grammar School for Boys. 

Jean’s subject was A-Z of 
food trivia and among the 
many facts learned was 
the origin of the simple 
sandwich, the anti-bacterial 
qualities of honey and that 
teabags are not available to 
buy in Japan. 



I 
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Funding 

1 

Agency 




c H?frirmrei ( Qirnnnr^^ oudT^ 

ADULT EDUCATION & CLUBS 

Stockwell Avenue, Quarry Bank, Brierley Hill, West Midlands, DY5 2NU 

CHECK OUT OUR FULL COURSE LIST PLEASE LOG ONTO www.thorns-s.dudley.sch.uk and click COMMUNITY- ADULT EDUCATION 

COURSES START WEEK COMMENCING MONDAY 28th APRIL 2014 
BEGINNERS COURSES WILL RUN 30 MINUTES EXTRA FOR THE FIRST WEEK 

KAY SCAMPTON, Adult Education & Extended Schools Manager encourages everyone to try something new this summer 
CAKE DECORATING, GUITARS, YAMAHA KEYBOARDS, SPANISH, FRENCH, ITALIAN, WOODWORK, ART, COMPUTERS, SEWING, 
FLORISTRY, COOKING, OFFICE SKILLS & BOOK KEEPING, DANCING, FOOD HYGIENE, SIGN LANGUAGE, WELL BEING COURSES, 
PTLLS INTRO TO TEACHING, GCSE MATHS REVISION CLUB “YOU’RE NEVER TOO OLD TO LEARN A NEW SKILL” 

For further Information Please Contact Kay Scampton 
On 01384 816243 or 07764 404588 


half. 

price® 

with all our fully fitted bedrooms 

starplan 

the bedroom sped 


3 Years 

k 0% interest free credit 


free 

delivery & installation, 


made 

Jn the UK by starplan , 


the bedroom s pecialists 

WednesburyOHI 506 4290 

Javelin PkWS 10 7ND 

Solihull 0121 746 4800 

Solihull Gate Retail Pk B90 4BA 
Also stores at Stoke, Warrington & Bolton 


free 

home design service J 

choice 

^UK’s largest selection 

Half price offer applies when you buy 3 or more pieces from our fitted bedroom range. r\o/ ADD D 

Free bed offer ends bank holiday Monday - 21.4.14_ U/oAlIx l\6pr6SGriLctLIV6 


plus a 


' 


10 Year 

t guarantee 


¥/' large 
/ range V 
l of beds i 
\in store / 


BRITISH 

MADE 

by starplan 


Bring your bedroom sizes for a free no obligation quote 


Have fun with our interactive bedroom ranges at www.starplanbedrooms.com 





















































































Defibrillator move by 
school after rugby death 



Life-saver — a defibrillator for use in emergencies is presented to students and staff at the ACE Academy in Tipton 


A LIFE-SAVING defibrilla¬ 
tor has been presented to a 
school following the death 
of a rugby player during a 
match in Worcestershire. 

ACE Academy in Tipton was 
given the equipment, to help peo¬ 
ple having a heart attack, as part 
of a national campaign. 

The move followed the death of 
15-year-old Luke Chapman, who col¬ 
lapsed while playing for Hagley’s Hay- 
bridge High School at Kidderminster 
Baxter College in March last year. 


It later emerged he died from Sud¬ 
den Adult Death Syndrome. 

Richard Rainbird-Hitchins, pupil 
co-ordinator at the 1,400 pupil school, 
said: “After hearing about Luke, we 
wanted to make sure that if we ever 
had the same situation at the school, 
we had the equipment in place to try 
and save a life.” 

Luke, of Meadowcroft, Hagley, was 
playing for his school when he died on 
March 20. 

He also played youth rugby at Old 
Halesonians Rugby Club. The club 
now has defibrillators and a first aider 
at home and away matches. 



Call 01562 825033 

for your FREE no obligation quote 


WhyWoodrobes? 

Style 

Traditional or modern style, 
classical or contemporary, 
we have a bedroom for you 

Quality 

We manufacture our own 
fitted furniture and sliders 
to maintain quality control 

Choice 



Our range of 25 styles and 
60 finishes leaves you spoiled 
for choice 

Service 

From initial consultation to 
final fitting we are with you 
every step of the way 

Expertise 

Over 30 years of experience 
in fitting bespoke bedrooms 
of the highest quality 

Guarantee 

All our products carry a 10 
year guarantee, giving you 
peace of mind 



15 


Established 1980 


www.woodrobes.co.uk 76 Mill Street Kidderminster DYI I 6XJ 



• Everyone welcome open to the general public 

♦ 28 floodlit bays fitted with Fiberbuilt golf mats 

• Power too automatod too-up system 

* Top quality, full distance Nike golf balls and 
8 heated bays 

* PGA Coaching 7 days and nights a week 

♦ Teaching and custom fitting studio 

• The latest swing analysis software 

* Fully slocked golf store with PGA advice 

• Refreshments and meals available at ' f f9 

\X/o coach, wo lit. u/z? / 


co bafi s - —_1 1 

1. £1.00 < Hagley Golf Academy, Wassell Grove Lane, Hagley, DY9 9JW 

riel: 01562 883852 - www.hagleygolfpro.co.uk 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, April 17, 2014 

























Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, April 17, 2014 


16 


Could do better, 
says school report 

FIGURES reveal for schools rated as out¬ 
standing or good across the Black Coun¬ 
try, only one borough scores higher than 
the national average. 

Sandwell finished top of the class after 
figures from the cabinet office showed that 
81 per cent of Ofsted inspected schools 
in the borough were rated as good or out¬ 
standing. The national average is 80 per 
cent. Dudley had 70 per cent, both Walsall 
and Wolverhampton had 66 per cent. 

Dudley children’s services boss Council¬ 
lor Tim Crumpton said: “Approximately 
75 per cent of our schools have been in¬ 
spected as being good or outstanding. 
We are working with all of our schools to 
achieve our ambition of every school in 
the borough being a good school.” 


Day to remember Black country 
history in industry and war 


THE Zeppelin raids of the First World 
War, a foundry which blazed a trail 
in the birth of steam power, and a 
world-famous engineering group will 
all come under the spotlight at this 
year’s Black Country History Day. 

The event, a partnership between the Black 
Country Society and Birmingham University, 
will be held on October 18. In its ninth year, the 
day will be held at the university’s arts building. 
There will be a series of talks during the event. 

Wednesbury historian Paul Fantom will pres¬ 


ent a lecture on the air raids in 1916 , which left 
34 people dead across the Black Country. 

Joanne Krawec, will talk about her research 
into the history of Darlaston’s internationally 
renowned Rubery Owen engineering works, 
the world’s largest privately owned engineering 
company in the 1960s. 

The company was founded in Booth Street, 
Darlaston, by John Turner Rubery in 1884, 
and nine years later he was joined by engineer 
Alfred Owen. In its 1960s heyday the company 
employed 15,000 people worldwide, making 
products from earthmovers to welding equip¬ 


ment but was probably best known for the Ro- 
style car wheel trims. 

George Demidowic, an honorary research fel¬ 
low at Birmingham University, will talk about 
the Soho foundry, founded by James Watt and 
Matthew Boulton in 1796. Watt’s improvements 
to the Newcomen steam engine — first used at 
Dudley’s Coneygree Coalworks in 1712 — were 
driving forces behind the industrial revolution. 
Also on the programme will be Helen Donaldson 
from Dudley’s new archive centre. 

To find out more email the university’s Mal¬ 
colm Dick on M.M.Dick@Bham.ac.uk 


Council say ‘let 
there be light’ 

A GRADE II listed church will be lit up at 
night under new plans to showcase a town’s 
heritage. Dudley Council wants to install 
lighting outside St Edmund King and Mar¬ 
tyr Church in Castle Street. 

The church illuminations will cost the 
council 45p a night, if approved by planning 
officers. 

John Millar, director at Dudley Council, 
said: “The idea is to use energy-efficient 
LED lights to highlight some of the most 
attractive buildings in the town centre. We 
hope that this project will encourage peo¬ 
ple to recognise and feel proud of Dudley’s 
heritage, while encouraging a town centre 
night culture and economy.” 

The initiative is part of the council’s 
£6.7m regeneration project to breathe new 
life into Dudley town centre. 



Please bring along this voucher to claim your FREE underlay 


Floors 


* Stunning 1 
Solid Oak Flooring 
from just 

' £18.99 sq.mtr ' 


Oak Laminate 


Luxury Carpets 
from only 
£9.99 sq.mtr 


Merry Hill Store: Unit 36, Enterprise Trading Estate, 
Pedmore Road DY51TX 01384 482225 



Walsall Store: (Crown Wharf) Townend Street, 
Walsall WS2 8LP 01922 610700 


Bilston Store: (Our Place building) Loxdale Street, 
Bilston WV14 OPR 01902 495559 


Stourbridge Store: Camphill, Wordsley, 

Nr Stourbridge DY8 4AD 01384 70103 


Loyalty makes worker 
a cut above at firm 



Andrew McIntyre celebrates 25 years service with colleagues 

HE joined to earn some ‘much-needed cash’ and, 25 years 
on, Andrew Mclntyle is still cutting mesh for the same 
family firm. 

The 47-year-old can remember his first day at R&J Mesh 
in Brierley Hill and admits ‘time has flown by’. 

Mr Mclntyle has been praised by managing director Mat¬ 
thew Harris, who described the father-of-one as a loyal and 
passionate worker. 

Andrew, who lives in Dudley, said: “I studied at Dudley 
School and did various bits and bobs but needed some cash 
after the birth of my first child. 

“I got the job and I remember the then owner telling me 
it was going to be hard but I actually found it quite easy as 
I was fit then.” 

The firm brings in metal mesh from manufacturers in 
Sheffield before cutting it up and selling it locally. It has 
nine staff. 

Mr Harris said: “Andrew has been a great worker. He 
rarely takes a day off and has experience other people can 
learn from.” 

Fourth lane opens 
to end M6 misery 

ALMOST two years of misery for motorists are ending 
with the opening up of four lanes on a busy stretch of the 
M6 motorway is finally completed. 

Work has been ongoing to open up a fourth lane between 
junctions five and eight as part of a £126 million scheme. 

The hard shoulder will now be open at peak times in the 
mornings and evenings in a bid to ease congestion. 

Speed restrictions of 50mph have been in place during 
the roadworks, adding time to journeys on one of the bus¬ 
iest stretches of motorway in the West Midlands. The mo¬ 
torway’s three lanes were also narrowed during the work. 

The Highways Agency has undertaken the project, which 
began in June 2012 between junction five for Castle Brom¬ 
wich and eight for the M5 link at West Bromwich. 

Two months ago the 50mph restrictions were lifted be¬ 
tween junctions eight and six. Now the final few miles be¬ 
tween junctions five and six will e fully operational. 










































Family's sad farewell to 
bus tragedy victim, 69 



‘YOU were an amazing fa¬ 
ther, you will be badly missed 
by everyone’ - the tearful last 
words to a pensioner from 
his devastated family. 

Grandfather Michael Wilkin¬ 
son, aged 69, was struck by a bus 
while walking across a road in 
Dudley town centre. 

He was hit by the single-decker as 
he crossed King Street to meet his son 
Stuart after parking his car in Flood 
Street on March 24 at 1.15pm. He was 
taken to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
in Birmingham but died the following 
day. 

Tribute 

He leaves behind widow Ann and 
children Stuart and Tracy. They spoke 
of his final moments and paid tribute 
to the ‘kind and hardworking family 
man’. 

As his father lay unconscious in hos¬ 
pital, Stuart, a 44-year-old amusement 
shop worker, stayed by his side and 
prayed he would wake up. 

“I went back home to get some med¬ 
ication and then returned at 8.30am 
and was told the life-support machine 
would be turned off. 

“My mother, sister and me sat 
around him and told him ‘you were 
an amazing father, you will be badly 
missed by everyone’ as we heard the 
heart monitor beeps die out. It was 
very, very sad.” 

Mr Wilkinson was a machine opera¬ 
tive at Ewarts in Birmingham Road for 
20 years, where he met his future wife 
Ann. The pair married at St John’s 
Church in Dudley and moved to St 
Georges Road. 

After Stuart and Tracy were born, 
the couple moved to Hollyhock Road 
before finally settling in Highfield 
Road, Kates Hill. 

Mr Wilkinson later worked at O-I 


Europe on Corngreaves Trading Es¬ 
tate, Cradley, for 12 years, along with 
his brother Clive. In retirement, Mr 
Wilkinson enjoyed gardening and holi¬ 
daying in Devon with his wife. 

He had become a grandfathertwo 
weeks before his death when Stuart’s 
partner Kelly, 25, gave birth to Darcie. 


Stuart said: “He was a kind and 
hardworking family man. Very active 
and always tried to help others. You 
just look at the cards in our house to 
see how popular he was.” 

Following Mr Wilkinson’s death, a 
petition has started calling for a safer 
road layout at King Street. 


ASHWOOD NURSERIES 
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S?oVc1 BATHROOMS 


VISA 


YOUR CHOICE... FOR A BETTER BATHROOM 


THE LOCAL SPECIALIST IN BATHROOM REFURBISHMENT 

We want YOUR CHOICE to be us. 





90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 
15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 
All Rubbish Removed 


WE OFFER A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
HOME VISIT & ON THE SPOT PRICE 
WITHIN 48 HRS OFYOUR CALL 


WE >s 
DO THE 
LOT IN 
5 DAYS, 


[Ki 


DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your Bath 
We will remove the Bath 
& Fit an easy access low 
level round, square or oblong 
cubicle, & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150.00 



EXTRA DISCOUNT 
FOR OUR RETIRED 
& DISABLED 
CUSTOMERS 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford, DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Open 9am - 5pm 6 days a week 

ShowTOom also auLichfjeld Road 1 V^dnesfjeld i ^VolveriTam£ton 1 VVVJ MTW 0J > 902 86J 908^ 
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The* M 


Make the 
switch 

Join 1,000s of satisfied 
customers that have... 

AND SAVE ££££’s 



Bring your prescription or book an eye test. Call and save! mNHS 


Vouchers 

Welcome 


3 Mill Street, Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 2RG - 01384 484446 
264 Castle Street, Dudley, West Midlands DY11LQ - 01384 252903 
37 Capehill, Windmill Lane, Smethwick, West Midlands B66 4RX - 0121 5581621 


Jf. Gant 

□ £.qbk 
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Remarkable comeback by veteran 

Bill Caddick for just over a year due to a problem he entertained between the songs too. 

Newhampton Folk Club with his foot which has hopefully been His was a remarkable performance 

COMPLETE with stainless steel solved by surgery. considering he was obviously battling 

screws in his foot and a radiator key Raconteur and 12-string guitar a croaky throat. Caddick’s offerings 
for tuning his mandolin, which he player Caddick, from Bilston, was included Poor Pig, Winter Fair, Letter 
bought for £2 — the mandolin not warmly received as he opened with To Syracuse and Lili Marlene Walks 
the key — Bill Caddick was back on The Song Will Go On which was the Away. Towards the end his voice was 
home turf in the upper room of the first glimpse of his impressive fret showing signs of strain and his hand 
Newhampton Inn. work on his guitar, which he segued was suffering cramp but like a true 

Caddick has been on the folk scene into the light tune of Donkey Jack performer he saw the night out and 
for half a century but he was taken from his album Unicorns. even threw in an encore, 

out action, certainly from touring, Caddick is a talkative performer and DANNY FARRAGHER 


Brass and 
pride in a 
gutsy play 

Brassed Off, 

Wolverhampton Grand 

IT took us on a rollercoaster 
from the pits of despair as 
a mine faced closure to the 
heart warming bond that 
held together the workers. 

Strong, gutsy perfor¬ 
mances in Brassed Off came 
from the men facing the 
tough decision on whether 
to take the money or fight 
and from the wives who 
stood with placards battling 
to keep husband in work. 

In the fictional northern 
town of Grimley residents 
are not only confronting 
the prospect of unemploy¬ 
ment, but also their beloved 
Colliery Brass Band is in 
danger of dissolving despite 
endeavour to reach their ul¬ 
timate goal of the National 
Brass Band Championships. 

The play brilliantly took 
us on a traumatic journey 
with funny and poignant 
moments. The band, actors 
and musicians from Shrop¬ 
shire’s Jackfield band, were 
superb. Another local touch 
were the two grandchil¬ 
dren played by Wombourne 
youngsters Harry Haden, 
aged 7, and his five-year-old 
sister Molly. 

SUE ATTWATER 



Factory workers let their 
frenetic feet do the talking 


Tap Factory, Wolverhampton Grand 

THIS pulsating, frenetic show blended ele¬ 
ments of Tap Dogs and Stomp for an exhil¬ 
arating night of percussion and a style of 
dance best described as ‘extreme tap’. 

It takes something special for a show to 
hold the attention for 90 minutes despite 
having no storyline and no English dialogue 
but the eight performers in Tap Factory let 
their feet do the talking. These guys tapped 
so fast and so hard that hey must have left 
scorch marks on the tage. 

The show had an industrial setting with 
scaffolding and oil drums stickered with 
toxic warnings. This became a percussive 


playground for performers who could beat 
a rhythm out of anything. Dance moves 
brought in elements of acrobatics, gymnas¬ 
tics and African dance. 

Props including a step ladder, garden re- 
cliner, tin bath and aluminium cans were 
used by the boiler-suited dancers who cre¬ 
ated their own soundtrack of relentless 
rhythm. A clap-along audience participation 
routine was one of the few lulls. 

Star dancers were Jeremie Champagne 
with his clowning and two times world 
champion Gilles Guenat with a stunning 
routine that showed why he is tip top at tap. 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 


Perfectly local 

Sstni irh ririnp 
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Cards, Eggs, Chocolates, 
Flowers and Gifts 


Saturday 1 9th April 

Easter Egg biscuit decorating workshop 
from 10.00am-4.00pm. 

Plus Ryely Mouse walk abouts. 



Why not visit our local award winning showroom 


•SD&S Kitchens 

Kitchens and Bedrooms 



See our Refurbished Showroom 
which offers all of the following: 


✓ Working Appliances 

✓ Working Boiling Water Tap 

✓ Granite, Quartz, Corian and 
Timber Worktops 

✓ We are a Bosch Partner and offer 
cheaper than internet prices on 
integrated appliances 


✓ Free Design Service 

✓ Full Fitting Service 

✓ We manufacture all our own 
cabinets and a brand new range 
of Doors with unlimited design 
options 


BOSCH 


www.dandskifrchensltd.co.uk 

Visit our superb showroomr- 
D & S Kitchens Ltd | 

[Maypole Fields, Cradley, 

Halesowen, 

West Midlands, B63 2QB 
Showroom. Tel: 01384 343399 JS21 

Op«n: 9am - 5pm Monday • Saturday 
Appointments only on Sunday Open till 7pm on Thursdays 











































SHOWROOM CLEARANCE 


Union unhappy at 'murky 
world' of uni chiefs' pay 


Puzzling display as 
artist marks 40 years 


UNIVERSITIES have been 
accused of bumping up 
their chiefs’ salaries ‘behind 
closed doors’ while students 
face high fees. 

Vice-chancellors across the area 
are taking home more than Prime 
Minister David Cameron, with the 
University and College Union describ¬ 
ing senior academic pay awards as a 
‘murky world’. It comes as students 
are paying £9,000-a-year in tuition 
fees. 

The University of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s Vice-Chancellor, Professor Geoff 
Layer, was something of a trailblazer 
locally as he has taken a pay cut from 
£183,000 down to £180,000 although 
it was still more than the PM’s salary 
of £142,500. 

Last year Professor Ray Linforth, 
Vice-Chancellor of University College 
Birmingham, meanwhile saw his pay 
shoot up by 20.3 per cent to £243,000 a 


Report by Alex Homer 

year, while Professor David Eastwood 
at the University of Birmingham en¬ 
joyed a 7.5 per cent rise and a salary 
of £400,000, making him one of the 
highest paid vice chancellors in the 
country. At Aston University, Profes¬ 
sor Julia King had a 2.2 per cent rise, 
giving her a salary of £278,000. 

It can also be revealed that from 
April last year, BCU’s Vice-Chancellor 
Professor Clive Allen’s renumeration 
package was £207,563. He took home 
£138,017 in the previous academic 
year, having joined on December 1 
2012. The university said any change 
in his pay were made against indus¬ 
try-wide benchmarks and based on his 
performance in the past 12 months. 

UCU regional official, Anne O’Sulli¬ 
van, said: “Millions of pounds of public 
money are spent on vice-chancellors’ 
salaries, yet their pay rise is decided 
behind closed doors with no account¬ 


ability. “The time has come for the 
lid to be lifted on the murky world of 
remuneration committees and sen¬ 
ior pay in our universities. Students 
are paying £9,000 a year to study for 
a degree and they, and the taxpayer, 
have a right to know why so much of 
their money is going on paying the 
vice-chancellor. ” 

Institutions have failed to publish 
the minutes of meetings of their renu¬ 
meration committees, where they dis¬ 
cuss pay rises, to the union. 

Birmingham City University (BCU) 
was the exception to the rule in that 
it did send the union minutes, but 
they were redacted and would not 
contain details about his salary. The 
university of Wolverhampton said a 
request for minutes was refused as 
they contained personal information 
and details about salaries were avail¬ 
able elsewhere and Aston University 
said its Vice-Chancellor’s pay was also 
already in the public domain. 


WE OFFER UP TO £1000 PART EXCHANGE FOR YOUR OLD SUITE 


Geoff Tristram, from Wollaston, with some of the art¬ 
work that he has produced for a collection of jigsaws 

A STOURBRIDGE artist will celebrate 40 years as a pro¬ 
fessional by staging the first major exhibition of his work. 

The display by Stourbridge’s Geoff Tristram is being 
held at Himley Hall, near Dudley,. 

It is called 40 Years Watching Paint Dry and features 
work created by Mr Tristram, of Eggington Road, Wollas¬ 
ton, for Ravensburger Puzzles, Trivial Pursuit, the BBC, 
Penguin Books and Embassy World Snooker. 

Mr Tristram has created an estimated 5,000 ‘serious’ 
paintings and 150,000 cartoons and caricatures. He was 
also responsible for the cover of UB40’s debut album Sign¬ 
ing Off. 

He will turn 60 this year and was asked to stage the ex¬ 
hibition to mark the occasion. 

The exhibition will run until September 7. 

It is a chance to see many original works of art which 
have featured on products sold across the UK and world¬ 
wide. 

New strategy 
for transport 
across the region 


IMPROVING road and rail 
in the region is a key ele¬ 
ment of the Black Country’s 
bid for Government mon¬ 
ey from the Single Local 
Growth Fund. 

It is looking for around 
£12 million to kick start a 
string of new projects, in¬ 
cluding a new railway sta¬ 
tion in Wolverhampton and 
a bigger Junction 10 on the 
M6. 

It also aims to improve 
the Birchley Island junction 
of the M5 and build a new 
railway station in Aldridge. 

The biggest project, how¬ 
ever, would seen nearly £65 
million spent on unclogging 
traffic snarl-ups at Junction 
10 of the M6 for Walsall , 
by increasing the size of the 


bridge and roundabout that 
sit astride the motorway. 

The Strategic Plan says 
current efforts to manage 
the traffic on the slip roads 
and the junction are only a 
temporary solution and that 
‘a more suitable, permanent 
solution is required here’. 

That means increasing 
the size of the structure 
over the M6. 

Under the plan some 
work would begin next year 
but the main construction 
work — amounting to £30m 
a year — would take place 
between 2017 and 2019. 

The road scheme is one of 
the most ambitious single 
projects within the Strate¬ 
gic Plan 


Staff are shaken 
in robbery on 
a village shop 


ROBBERS burst into a 
newsagents and punched 
one member of staff in the 
face before threatening 
another with a bottle and 
making off with cash and 
cigarettes. 

The two male staff mem¬ 
bers were cleaning and 
cashing up at McColl’s, in 
High Street, Belbroughton, 
when the four raiders 
struck. 

They entered through 
a back door before forcing 
staff to open a safe. 

The robbers, who all had 
their faces covered, took 
cash from the safe and the 
cigarettes from a display 
behind the till. 

One of the staff was 
grabbed and threatened 
with a bottle and the other 
was punched in the face 
during the incident. 

A neck chain was also 


stolen from one of the store 
workers who were pushed 
into a toilet and ordered to 
stay there while the rob¬ 
bers escaped the way they 
had come in. 

Officers are still trying to 
establish exactly how much 
was stolen. 

The robbery took 
place between 10pm and 
10.30pm last Wednesday. 

Detective Sergeant Na¬ 
talie Martin, of North 
Worcestershire CID, said: 
“The staff were checked 
over by an ambulance crew 
and apart from some bruis¬ 
ing they were not injured. 
However, they were both 
clearly shaken up.” 

Contact the North 
Worcestershire CID on the 
non-emergency number 
101, quoting the incident 
reference 713-S-010214. 


tie Have One 01 Hie Largest Selections Of 
Manual And Electric Rise & Miner Chairs 


ODD DASES & MATRESSES 
TO CLEAR “ £69 


Also bespoke furniture made to order, any size 
Expert friendly advice on all products 


LARGE SELECTION 
OF RISE & RECLINER 
CHAIRS WITH 
MATCHING SOFAS 


DINING 

TABLE 

AND CHAIRS 
FROM 

£399 


LARGE 

SELECTION OF 
ADJUSTABLE 
BEDS 

FROM 

£395 


dreamworld 

-furniture- 

kingswinford 

It’s a name you can trust. 

A family business, for over 30 years. 


FREE HOME DELIVERY AND 
FREE REMOVAL OF EXISTING FURNITURE 

• THREE PIECE SUITES • CHAIRS • BEDS 
• CARPETS • DINING & BEDROOM FURNITURE 

8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 
Tel: 01384 295660 


Open: 


Mon-Sat 10 am -5 pm Sun 10.30 am-4.30 pm 

ras 


Large free I 
car park I 


3 SEATER SOFAS 

4FT 6'' DIVAN 

FROM £399 

FROM £199 
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Birmingham Metropolitan College 


Stourbridge Campus 

New courses for 2014 

Apply Now 


AS & A Levels 

Communications & Culture 
Mathematics Mechanics 
Mathematics Statistics 
Music Technology Certificate 
Physical Education 
Physics 
Philosophy 
Religious Studies 


Business, Administration & Law 
AAT Accounting Certificate Level 2 


Construction 

Plumbing Diploma Level 1 


Foundation/Preparing for Life & Work 
Entrance to Construction Entry Level 
Vocational Studies Level 1 




Hair & Beauty 

Barbering Certificate Level 2 

Creative Beauty Consultancy Certificate Level 2 

Hair & Media Make-Up Award Level 2 

Hairdressing for Colouring Technicians Certificate Level 2 


Information & Communication Technology 

Cisco Networking Academy Extended Diploma Level 3 


Science and Mathematics 
Applied Science Diploma 1 
Applied Science Diploma 2 


Access to Higher Education 

Law & Criminology Access to Higher Education 
Business Access to Higher Education 


Sport 

Outdoor Adventure Diploma Level 2 & 3 


PLUS: If you are interested in a career in Property, Law and 
Finance apply now for The Professional Services Academy 



PLUS 


Over 80 other A levels, diplomas and 
apprenticeships 


Stourbridge Campus 

t: 


Hagley Road, Stourbridge DY8 1QU 

0845 155 010lQwww.bmetc.ac.uk 
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BIRMINGHAM! 

METROPOLITANS 


RIGHT 


MAKE THE BRIGHT CHOICE 


College on course 
for lot more choice 



Students at work in one of the classrooms 



Thursfields LLP Sign Up for the new Professional Services Academy - 


COMMERCIAL 

FEATURE 


BIRMINGHAM Metropoli¬ 
tan College campuses in the 
Black Country and Kidder¬ 
minster are offering a host 
of new courses in Septem¬ 
ber, increasing the choice of 
study available in the region. 

Stourbridge Campus will benefit 
from a range of additional A Lev¬ 
els including Communications and 
Culture, Mathematics Mechanics 
and Statistics, Philosophy, Phys¬ 
ical Education, Physics and Reli¬ 
gious Studies as well as a Music 
Technology Certificate. 

Hair and Beauty courses are getting 
a make-over with the introduction of a 
Barbering Certificate, Creative Beauty 
Consultancy Diploma Level 2, Hair & 
Media Make-up Diploma Level 2 and 
Hairdressing for Colouring Technicians 
Diploma Level 2. 

Mukesh Kumar, Executive Director 
for Curriculum at Birmingham Metro¬ 
politan College, said: “Our aim, as well 
as improving facilities and investing in 
our campuses in this area, is to radi¬ 
cally improve the choice of courses 
available for school leavers and adult 
learners. As well as boosting our A Lev¬ 
el offer, we’ve also introduced new vo¬ 
cational courses across a wide spec¬ 
trum of areas which complements our 
existing offer.” 

Approval 

In the Black Country, other new 
courses include AAT Accounting, 
Applied Science, Cisco Networking 
Academy Extended, Entrance to Con¬ 
struction, Law & Criminology Access 
to Higher Education, Motorcycle Re¬ 
pair, Outdoor Adventurer, Performing 
Engineering Operations, Plumbing, Vo¬ 
cational Studies and a new Motorcycle 
Apprenticeship. 

In Kidderminster school leavers can 
choose from an Animal Management 
Diploma Level 2 & 3, Countryside Man¬ 
agement Diploma Level 3, Introduc¬ 
tion to Electronics (Digital Technology) 
Diploma Level 1 and a Tourism and 
Events Diploma Level 2. 

NEW PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES ACADEMY 

Birmingham Metropolitan College 
has launched a Professional Services 
Academy in the Black Country and 
Wyre Forest region for A Level students 
choosing to study qualifications in Law, 
Finance, Accounting and Business 
Studies and local legal firm, Thursfields 
LLP, has given its legal seal of approval 
by being one of the first local compa¬ 
nies to sign up to the partnership. 

Thursfields LLP has offices in Kid¬ 
derminster, Stourport, Worcester and 
Halesowen and is one of the region’s 
most reputable law firms employing 
more than 100 staff. 

Nigel Davies, Equity Partner, said: 
“We really liked the idea of a busi¬ 
ness partnership model which helps 
students prepare for work by offering 
them opportunities to develop the cru¬ 
cial skills they need to pursue careers 
when they leave college. We will be 
offering students studying at the Stour¬ 


bridge Campus and The Academy at 
Kidderminster ‘on-site’ training, men¬ 
toring, guru lectures and an internship 
programme which ultimately should 
benefit the business, offering us the 
opportunity to recruit from a pool of 
talent ready and equipped for work.” 

Students studying AS/A Levels in 
Law, Accounting, Economics, Busi¬ 
ness Studies and Mathematics will 
have the opportunity to join the Profes¬ 
sional Services Academy. Apprentices 
are also available in Accounting, Busi¬ 
ness Administration and Legal Studies- 
BUILDING FUTURES 

The £5million investment in refur¬ 
bishing facilities at the Stourbridge 
Campus is now underway with the 
appointment of local Midlands’ con¬ 
struction company, Cleggs, who have 


committed to providing work experi¬ 
ence and apprenticeship opportunities 
for local students. 

The main building will benefit from 
the ambitious and exciting redevelop¬ 
ment programme which will enhance 
facilities across the board for students 
and staff. 

John Starmer, Executive Director of 
Estates at Birmingham Metropolitan 
College, said: “Our £5m investment 
in new facilities for students and staff 
at the Stourbridge Campus on Hagley 
Road is exciting news for Stourbridge. 

It’s our aim to create a vibrant, excit¬ 
ing presence by providing high-quality 
teaching and learning facilities at the 
heart of the community whilst equip¬ 
ping students with the skills relevant to 
our local, economic needs.” 



A picture of the Stourbridge Campus redevelopment reception Interior 
































Volunteers are needed to 
to embark on canal duty 


ENSURING boats pass smoothly 
along waterways and sharing the 
history of canals is all in a day’s 
work for dedicated volunteers who 
look after local locks. 

Officials from the Canal and River 
Trust are now looking for more peo¬ 
ple to take on the role at sites across 
the Black Country, Staffordshire 
and Worcestershire. Volunteers are 
needed at the Bratch Locks in Wom- 
bourne, Dudley’s Delph Locks and 
Stourport Locks. 

One volunteer is encouraging oth¬ 
ers to sign up and help saying it is a 
hugely rewarding role with a num¬ 
ber of important responsibilities. 

Graham Pugh, 61, of Wombourne, 
has been volunteering at the Bratch 
Locks for two years. 


He said the main responsibilities 
of a lock keeper was meeting and 
greeting boat users and walkers on 
the locks and answering any ques¬ 
tions they may have. 

And while it is the responsibility 
of boat owners to get themselves 
through the locks, keepers also as¬ 
sist when needed. At busier times 
they take on a more supervisory 
role to ensure boats smoothly pass 
through the locks. 

Mr Pugh said: “I have enjoyed 
hikes for more than 30 years and 
have walked along the canal tow- 
paths in the area.” 

If you would like to become a vol¬ 
unteer lock keeper or are interested 
in other ways to volunteer visit: can- 
alrivertrust.org.uk/volunteer 



Keeper of tradition — volunteer Graham Pugh, of Wombourne, at Delpn Locks, Brierley Hill 


Flying the flag for 
the Black Country 

MERCHANDISE including flags and T-shirts is being 
produced to raise funds for the Black Country Day fes¬ 
tival. 

Not-for-profit organisation Black Country Festival 
Events is also selling mugs, key rings and stickers to 
build funds for the celebrations. 

Its treasurer Steve Edwards, who also runs The Only 
Way is Dudley Facebook page, said all the merchandise 
bore the new Black Country flag. 

Celebration 

“All the profits will go back in to helping put on events 
on Black Country Day itself - July 14 - and throughout 
July,” said Steve. 

Black Country merchandise can be bought through 
website www.blackcountryfestivalevents.co.uk and 
among the events is a celebration in Stone Street Square 
in Dudley on July 12. 
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Minister in 
probe call 
after police 
lose bomb 


THE LOSS of an explosive device suspected 
of being used in the 1974 Birmingham pub 
bombings must be ‘carefully investigated’. 

Secretary of State for Northern Ireland Theresa 
Villiers said the revelation that West Midlands Po¬ 
lice had lost 35 pieces of evidence, including a bomb, 
was an ‘operational’ matter. 

During a visit to the West Midlands, she said: “This 


needs to be carefully inves¬ 
tigated to find out how the 
loss occurred. It’s an opera¬ 
tional matter for the police 
rather than me as a minis¬ 
ter.” 

Asked for her views on 
West Midlands Police deci¬ 
sion not to hold a new in¬ 
quiry into the bombings 40 
years on, Mrs Villiers said: 
“The pain and distress for 
the loved ones of people who 
died is still very real but this 
is a matter entirely for the 
police to decide.” 

Died 

Bombs exploded at the 
Mulberry Bush and Tav¬ 
ern in the Town pubs in 
Birmingham in November 
1974. Twenty-one people 
died and 182 were injured. 

The so-called Birming¬ 
ham Six were jailed in 1975 
but their convictions were 
quashed in 1991. 

The discredited West Mid¬ 
lands Serious Crime Squad 
- later disbanded - was ac¬ 
cused of mishandling the 
case. No-one from the squad 
was prosecuted. 

West Midlands Police 
has ruled out a new inquiry 
because it has no new evi¬ 
dence. 

A third bomb, found in 
Edgbaston at the rear of 
Barclays Bank in Hagley 
Road, was disabled with a 
controlled explosion at 5am 


Bby Daniel Wainwright 

on the day after the pub 
bombings. It was later acci¬ 
dentally ‘disposed of. 

Neither fingerprints nor 
further evidence of signifi¬ 
cance were discovered when 
the remains of the device 
were examined at the time 
but it could have now been 
tested with new technology. 

West Midlands chief con¬ 
stable Chris Sims last week 
said it was ‘very unfortu¬ 
nate’ that the bomb had 
gone missing but he added 
that the force would ‘dearly 
love to unlock this mystery 
and bring people to justice 
but we have found no new 
evidence that would assist.’ 

The chief constable 
has met with Brian and 
Julie Hambleton whose 
18-year-old sister Maxine 
was among those killed by 
the pub bombings. Miss 
Hambleton said she didn’t 
think the police had ‘any 
desire for justice’. 

Mrs Villiers made her 
comments as she was vis¬ 
iting Walsall Adult Com¬ 
munity College in Beeches 
Road along with Tory can¬ 
didate for Walsall North 
Douglas Hansen Luke. 

They were looking at ways 
in which the college helps to 
get long term unemployed 
people back into work. 


Snooker club is to 
go under hammer 

A SNOOKER club is going up for auction. The Golden Cue 
Snooker Club, in Station Road, Rowley Regis, complete 
with 16 full sized tables, has a guide price of £295,000 in 
the CP Bigwood auction 

It is being held in the Holte Suite at Villa Park on May 
1 from 11am. 

Hagley properties with potential for housing develop¬ 
ment are in the auction. They are Strathearn on Western 
Road and nearby Rose Cottage and Thicknall Cottage. 
Strathearn, with a guide price of £900,000 to £1 million- 
comprises a substantial six bedroom, four reception room, 
detached house on a site of about one acre. It is thought 
up to 10 homes could be accommodated as part of a wider 
scheme for which outline planning permission has been 
granted. 

The former Five Ways pub in High Street, Cradley 
Heath, converted into a shop and flats, is also among lots. 
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County ahead 
with childcare 

WORCESTERSHIRE is leading the field 
when it comes to the quality of its nurser¬ 
ies, pre-schools and childminders. 

Recent reports from Ofsted have sug¬ 
gested that elsewhere across the coun¬ 
try not enough is being done to prepare 
children for school but in Worcestershire 
nurseries, pre-schools and childminders 
have been rated Good or Oustanding. 

Ofsted’s chief inspector Sir Michael Wil- 
shaw has said that England’s poorest chil¬ 
dren are especially badly served, as only a 
third reach a good level of development in 
pre-schools. 

Many vulnerable children only take up 
their 15 hours of free nursery education, 
generally spending most of their remain¬ 
ing time with their family. 


Multi-million pound plans to 
build skills for the Black country 


THE biggest single issue facing busi¬ 
ness in the Black Country is skills — 
the lack of them. 

Efforts are being poured into training appren¬ 
tices to fill the growing gaps in the workforce 
as older, experienced, engineers retire. But, if 
the vision of the Black Country as a home for 
high value manufacturing is to become a reality, 
more needs to be done. 

The new plan for the region is asking the Gov¬ 
ernment to invest in a string of new training 
centres across the Black Country. In return for 
around £15 million from the Government’s Sin¬ 


gle Local Growth Fund, the area’s Local Enter¬ 
prise Partnership believes it can raise millions 
of pounds more from other public sector organi¬ 
sations, and a big chunk of investment from the 
private sector. 

In Dudley, £8.7 million from the Government 
would be turned into £50m — £36m from the 
private sector — to be spent on a second phase of 
the Dudley Advance project, which is currently 
being built. It will be key in teaching the new 
Building Information Modelling (BIM) technol¬ 
ogies in modern construction work. The centre 
already has strong backing from companies such 


as Carillion, Stepnell, Skanska and Interserve 
and would be able to improve the skills of more 
than 3,000 people in its first five years. 

In Stourbridge, Birmingham Metropolitan 
College will build a £15m centre to deliver ap¬ 
prenticeships in advanced manufacturing as 
well as training companies’ existing workforces. 
It has been developed in association with Jaguar 
Land Rover. 

In Halesowen, a £3m investment in a 14,000 
sq ft Advanced Since, Engineering and Technol¬ 
ogy SKills Centre, on Coombs Wood Business 
Park, will create 250 apprenticeships. 


Hotel is again 
in awards final 

A HOTEL near Kidderminster has been 
named as a finalist in the Small Hotel of the 
Year category of the prestigious Visit Eng¬ 
land Awards for Excellence. 

Staff at Brockencote Hall have been told 
that the hotel has been named as a finalist 
for the second year running. They will learn 
whether it has taken the title at a ceremony 
on May 12 at Cheltenham Racecourse. 

General manager Dean Gunston said the 
21-bedroom hotel at Chaddesley Corbett 
had been highly commended previously. 

He said: “We are absolutely delighted to 
make the final again and this year we hope 
to do even better. 

“Since reopening in 2012, our aim has 
been to restore Brockencote Hall to its for¬ 
mer glory and create a classic, high-end din¬ 
ing and accommodation destination.” 
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OPEN 
7 DAYS 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 




SUMMERHILL Bathrooms 

2-7 Bradley Street, Pensnett, DY5 4RJ 

01384 263626 
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Darcey Chambers, aged 10, from Malvern, is pictured with a ferret at Hartlebury Castle 


ALL creatures great and small will be head¬ 
ing to the Worcestershire County Museum 
at Hartlebury for a special event on Easter 
Monday. 

Families will be able to get up close and 
personal with a variety of creatures includ¬ 
ing meerkats, skunks and armadillos during 
the event being staged between 11am and 
5pm on April 21. 

There will even be the chance for people 
to see baby meerkats and the more daring 
among visitors will be able to handle a va¬ 
riety of creepy crawlies including snakes, 
cockroaches, scorpions and spiders. 

At the other end of the scale, magnificent 
heavy horses will be on parade and there 
will also be the opportunity for people to 
take part in a race event, thanks to the 
Heart of England Ferret Association. 

The museum is housed in part of Hartle¬ 


bury Castle and visitors will also get the 
chance to handle the bones of Frank, 
Worcestershire’s own 250,000-year-old 
woolly mammoth, as well as taking part in 
animal-themed craft activities. 

There will also be a stand manned by rep¬ 
resentatives from the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds and stalls erected in the 
Great Hall where visitors will be able to buy 
liqueurs, handmade jewellery and beauty 
products as well as have their faces painted. 

Members of the Wrekin Spinners will be 
demonstrating traditional crafts and visi¬ 
tors will get the chance to churn butter in 
the old scullery. For younger visitors there 
will be story-telling games and competi¬ 
tions as well as an Easter trail for a choc¬ 
olate prize. Animal-themed activities and 
the Easter trail will also take place on other 
holiday dates from April 22 to April 25. 


College coup as a 
BBC radio partner 

MEDIA hopefuls of the future will be trained by City of 
Wolverhampton College after the institution was appoint¬ 
ed the BBC’s apprenticeships partner nationwide. 

The college will be training 45 local radio journalism ap¬ 
prentices from across the UK, who will be combining their 
studies with working at BBC local radio stations. 

The scheme - the BBC’s biggest apprenticeship pro¬ 
gramme - will see successful candidates working as ap¬ 
prentice broadcast assistants in England, Wales and the 
Channel Islands, and apprentice content assistants in 
Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. They will be trained 
in radio whilst also working towards the new NCTJ Level 3 
Certificate in Foundation Journalism. 

The apprentices will attend block release training at the 
Mailbox in Birmingham, where City of Wolverhampton 
College will be working with the BBC Academy. Applica¬ 
tions for apprentices are due to open this month. 


Penguins’ 
new home 

A COLONY of Gentoo pen¬ 
guins have been settling in 
to their new surroundings 
after a journey of more than 
11,000 miles from New Zea¬ 
land. 

Families visiting the Na¬ 
tional Sea Life Centre in 
Birmingham have been able 
to get their first glimpse of 
the 12 penguins at their new 
£2.5m home. The ice adven¬ 
ture offers an insight into 
the quirky habits of these 
inquisitve birds that are 
classed as ‘near threatened’. 

The aquarium is home to 
more than 2,000 creatures. 































MASSIVE 3 DAY TOTAL 


23 




STOCK CLEARANCE 




FURNITURE BEDDING 
3 PC SUITE SUPERSTORES 


GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 18TH 
OPEN 9AM - 6PM 


SATURDAY 19TH 

CLOSED 

OPEN 9AM - 6PM 

EASTER SUNDAY 


EASTER MONDAY 
OPEN 10AM - 5PM 


EVERYTHING REDUCED TO CLEAR. DOUBLE DISCOUNTS FOR 3 DAYS ONLY 


1.8m Wide Superb 
Slider Wardrobe 
In Oak/White 
Super Quality 


2 Str Latest 
Design Sofas 
In Charcoal Fabric 

SAVE 50% 
£189 EACH 


Massive Solid Oak 
Triple Wardrobe 
Fully Assembled 


Kingsize Luxury 
Pocket Sprung 
4 Drawer Divan 


Lazboy 3str 
Georgia Full 
Leather sofa 


Recliner Relaxing 
Chair and Matching 
Foot Stool 


SAVE 40% 


SAVE 65% 


1 ONLY £399 bh 1 ONLY £199 bh 


HMR WARRANTY 
1 ONLY £599 bh 


SAVE 60% 

1 ONLY £99 bh 


Caxton Sherwood 
Large Extending 
Tableln L/Oak 
Finish + 4 Chairs 


MMBMBBSl 


A Large Oak Finish 
Wide Sideboard 
Ready Assembled 

SAVE 50% 

B ONLY ifitSBw 


Square Glass 
Extending Table + 4 
Assembled Chairs 


Walnut Colour 
Large Coffee Table 
with Under Shelf 


38 inch Wide 
Beech Style Quality 
Assembled Sideboard 


Large Italian Style 
Wood 3 Drawer 
Sideboard 


SAVE 50% 
1'0NLYM501bh 


SAVE 70% 

KO'NHIin 


SAVE 40% 
B ONLY £130 bw 


SAVE 80% 

1 ONLY £179 bw 


Latest Design 
Black Glass 
Corner TV Unit 


Latest Click-Clack 
Suede Effect 3/4 
Size Bed Settee 


SAVE 50% 
2 ONLY £30 


SAVE 40% 
1 ONLY £99 bh 


Lebus Luxury 
3 Str Chaise 
Design Sofa 

SAVE 40% 

1 ONLY £449 


Leather All 
Reclining 3 Str 
Black Settee 


Leather Contemporary 
3 Str Osbourne 
Settee In Brown 


Extra Large 
Leather Style Ivory 
Foot Stool 


SAVE 60% 
EiQNlf £299 bh 


SAVE 75% 

HloiiifeJiig 


SAVE 80% 
nltONLY £45 bh 


Double Size Memory 
Foam and Spring 2 
Drawer Divan 


SAVE 50% 

1 ONLY £169 bh 


Double Size Leather 
Style Ottoman 
Storage Bedframe 

SAVE 40% 

3 ONLY 1169 


Super Kingsize 
Antique Brass 
Style Bedframe 

SAVE 60% 

E ONLY £149 bw 


Full Single Size 
Spring Mattressln 
Damask Cover 


Full Double Size 
Firm Quality 
Mattress to Clear 


SAVE 50% 
H ONLY £25 


SAVE 35% 
M ONLY £79 


Double Size No 
Spring Memory Foam 
Roll Up Mattress 

SAVE 50% 

1 ONLY £99 


Large 2.26 mtr Wide 
German Quality Wardrobe 
FREE ASSEMBLY 

1 ONLY 

£399 bw 


1.81 mtr Wide ‘Attention’ 
Tall 4 Door Wardrobe 
FREE ASSEMBLY 

1 ONLY 

£299 bw 


Quality Tall Teak 
Style Glass Corner 
Display Unit 

SAVE 55% 
E ONLY £275 bh 


Latest Roll Back 
Style Pre Assembled 
Dining Chairs 

SET OF 4 ONLY 
£99 THELOT 


Orthopaedic Extra 
High Seated 
Fireside Chair 


SAVE 30% 

1 ONLY £199 


Carlton 3 Str + 2 Str 
Scatter Back Sofas 
LATEST COLOURS 

4 SETS ONLY 
£579 THE PAIR 


SALE STARTS FRIDAY 18TH APRIL 9AM! 


Oakfield House, Level Street, Brierley 

01384 79393 

(Next to the Copthorne Hotel) 


583 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4BH 

0121 420 2991 
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Midland UPVC 

Windows and Doors Ltd 


SAVE POUNDS ON YOUR 
FUEL BILLS WITH OUR 
ENERGY A RATED WINDOWS 



m 


V 




6 FLAT WINDOWS 

£1 499fitted 


Terms and 
conditions apply 


Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS " 

■ 10 yr Insurance back guarantee 

Visit our website: ■ Secured by design Quality Products 

www.midlandupvc.co.uk 1 l:ZT a T 9 & Door * 

r ■ All built and installed by our own fitters 

No hidden extras very competitive price 


FANTASTIC NEW 
UPVC DOOR RANGE 


As seen on the 

BBC DIY SOS 


II 


r i 




S' 

s 


:h: 





Available in Light Oak and Rosewood 

sviedv ^ 


SPECIAL OFFER 

PVC Door 
From 

£375 

Fitted 



._Jh- 

certass 


isvnseai 


Terms & Conditions apply 


ALL AREAS COVERED I 3 

After 5pm 0 13 84 


I 70 


sales@midlandupvc.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 













































What’s On! 


25 


Bunnymen gig 
and new album 

INFLUENTIAL Liver¬ 
pudlian band Echo & The 
Bunnymen are coming to 
Wolverhampton’s Wulfrun 
Hall on May 11, just before 
they release their 12th al¬ 
bum, Meteorites, their first 
in five years. 

The new album from 
the creators of The Cutter, 
Lips Like Sugar and The 
Killing Moon is out on May 
26. The album has been 
produced by Killing Joke’s 
Youth and single Lovers 
On The Run is released on 
the same day. The songs 
have been written by front¬ 
man Ian McCulloch and 
the band features original 
guitarist Will Sergeant. 

Acclaimed for classic 
1984 album Ocean Rain, 
The Bunnymen were a 
major influence on Brit-pop 
bands and Coldplay. 

OMG! Shows for 
the youngsters 

WITH the Easter holidays 
in full swing there are sev¬ 
eral shows around aimed 
at the youngsters. Biggest 
will be the free pop concert 
OMG at the LG Arena on 
Thursday, April 24, featur¬ 
ing Lawson and Union J 
among others. Check www. 
omglive.co.uk to see if tick¬ 
ets are still available. 

In space no one can hear 
you laugh but that doesn’t 
stop The Chuckle Broth¬ 
ers going on a 2014 Space 
Oddity for two shows at the 
Grand this Saturday. Jac¬ 
queline Wilson’s Victorian 
adventure Hetty Feather 
is staged at Birmingham 
Town Hall from Tuesday 
to Sunday, April 22-27. 


Dancing in the streets and 
venues at month-long festival 


Happy 
Days are 
here again 

HAPPY Days are here 
again for fans of the rock 
‘n’ roll era US sit-com that 
introduced the world to the 
king of cool... The Fonze. 

A musical based on the 
hit TV series, that first 
aired 40 years ago, is com¬ 
ing to Birmingham Hip¬ 
podrome from Tuesday 
to Saturday, April 22-26, 
after a run in London. 
Wearing the iconic leather 
jacket as Arthur Fonza- 
relli, a role made famous 
by Henry Winkler, is Em- 
merdale’s Ben Freeman. 
Mrs Cunningham is played 
by Cheryl Baker, of Eurovi¬ 
sion favourites Bucks Fizz, 
with Sugababe Heidi Range 
as Pinky Tuscadero. 

As well as the memorable 
theme song, Happy Days A 
New Musical features 21 
songs from Bugsy Malone 
songwriter Paul Williams. 
The story about a campaign 
to save Arnold’s Diner was 
penned by the TV show’s 
creator Garry Marshall. 



Heyyy... the new-look Fonze Ben Freeman with Cheryl Baker and Heidi Range 


THE Second City becomes first city of dance 
during the month-long International Dance 
Festival Birmingham 2014 from April 24. 

The city hosts dance companies at various venues, and in 
the streets, with many events at Birmingham Hippodrome 
and DanceXchange’s studio space The Patrick Centre. 

The festival opens on Thursday with Birmingham Royal 


Ballet presenting a progran 
including world premiere 
works by Kit Holder and Al¬ 
exander Whitley. 

One of the biggest names 
will be sensational French 
dancer Sylvie Guillem with 
her only UK dates for 6000 
Miles Away at the Hippo¬ 
drome on May 6 and 7. 

Other highlights at the 
Hurst Street theatre in¬ 
clude Swiss company Alias 
with Sideways Rain (April 
29-30); Canadian choreog¬ 
rapher Crystal Pite’s Kidd 
Pivot company presenting 
Shakespeare-inspired Tem¬ 
pest Replica (May 2-3); Sidi 
Larbi Cherkaoui’s collabo¬ 
ration with tango dancers 
in Milonga (May 23-24). 

Dancers from the West 
Midlands will be involved 
when Matthew Bourne’s 
New Adventures bring 
their vision of Lord Of The 
Flies from May 14 to 17. 
Breakdancers and hip hop 
music takes over when the 
Breakin’ Convention is held 
on May 20 and 21. 

Cas Public from Quebec 
join forces with Ex Cathe- 


at the Crescent Theatre 



Symphony Hall’s Concert Danse 

dra choir for Concert Danse 
at the Symphony Hah on 
May 2. Rising star of South 
Asian dance Aakash Odedra 
is in Murmur & Inked (May 
6-7) at the Patrick Centre. 
Acrobatic Canadians Les 7 
Doights De La Main bring 
Sequence 8 (May 8-10) to 
Birmingham Rep. 

One of the free highlights 
will be in Centenary Square 
at 3.30pm on May 10 when 
Maori performers lead a 
mass Haka war dance. 

For details see www.idfb. 
co.uk website. 


Reckless rocker 
and Rea on road 

TWO of the biggest names 
from the ‘80s music scene 
are back on the road and 
coming to Birmingham for 
arena shows. 

Canadian rocker Bryan 
Adams will mark the 30th 
anniversary of his mul¬ 
ti-million selling Reckless 
album with a concert at 
the LG Arena on Wednes¬ 
day, November 19. The 
Reckless album included 
the huge hits Run To You 
and Summer of ’69. 

Singer-songwriter Chris 
Rea, who has moved more 
into jazz in recent years, 
brings his Last Open Road 
Tour to the NIA on Sun¬ 
day, December 14. The 
maker of such hits as On 
The Beach, Fool (If You 
Think It’s Over) and Let’s 
Dance has a new album 
due out in September. 

Hanging on for 
music nostalgia 

THERE is plenty of mu¬ 
sical nostalgia around for 
the 1950s, ‘60s and ‘70s. 

Tribute to Frankie Valli 
& The Four Seasons, Let’s 
Hang On, is at Birming¬ 
ham Town Hah tonight 
(Thursday), and That’ll 
Be The Day revives hits 
from the rock ‘n’ roll era 
at Wolverhampton Grand 
tomorrow. 

T Rextasy brings Bolan 
boogie to the Robin 2 
in Bilston on Saturday, 
whilst a musical dedicated 
to T Rex, 20th Century 
Boy, opens at Birmingham 
New Alexandra Theatre 
on April 28, before coming 
to Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre in June. 


DO YOU NEED Y0U0 PATIO & DI0CK 
PAVING PROFESSIONAL CIEANEDP 



CINSEIVATOIV LOOKING TIRED & DIRIYP 
WHY HOUSE THE PIOFESSIONMS? 


BTF Cleaning Services has been established for over 10 years, carrying our cleaning services for 
commercial and domestic customers across the Midlands. Based in the Halesowen area, BTF have 
a dedicated team of professionals using Hi-tech cleaning equipment which easily removes weeds, 
moss, surface grime and algae and restores surfaces to new. 



WE CLEAN: 

• CONSERVATORIES,SOFFITS, 
GUTTERS, FASCIA’S 

• BLOCK PAVING, 

PATIOS, DRIVEWAYS 

• WINDOW CLEANING 
COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC 





BTF 


CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


For expert advice 
help and service 
for all your 
external cleaning 
requirements 


Based in the Halesowen area of the West Midlands, 

BTF were established in 2004 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 


Mob: 07979 211302 



4 '; 
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SATURDAY’S TV 19.04.14 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Pop Goes BBC Two 
(BBC2,10.30pm) 

Just because BBC Two is 
celebrating its 50th birthday 
this weekend, doesn’t mean it 
isn’t still down with the kids. In 
fact, as this one-off special 
reminds us, the channel has 
always been at the cutting edge 
when it comes to music - while 
BBC One was bringing us Top of 
the Pops, BBC Two was home to 
live performances and album 
tracks on the Old Grey Whistle 
Test. This programme looks at 
50 of the most iconic moments 
to emerge from the channel’s 
musical output, from John 
Lennon reciting poetry with 
Dudley Moore on Not Only But 
Also, to Beyonce headlining at 
Glastonbury in 2011. Other 
highlights include Joy Division’s 
final TV performance, and the 
Stone Roses being hit with a 
mid-song power shortage on 
The Late Show. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. (R) 12.00 Football Focus. 
12.45 Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 1.15 Formula 1 - 
Chinese Grand Prix: Qualifying 
Highlights. 2.30 Live Snooker: The 
World Championship. The afternoon 
session on day one at the Crucible 
Theatre in Sheffield. 4.30 Final Score. 
5.15 Film: Shrek Forever After. (2010) 
Animated comedy, with the voice of Mike 
Myers. 

6.40 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.00 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
present a medical-themed edition, 
featuring past and present 
Casualty and Holby City stars 
Sunetra Sarker, Paul Bradley, Ian 
Kelsey and Ian Bleasdale, as well 
as Duncan Preston and Nichola 
McAuliffe, from 1990s sitcom 
Surgical Spirit. They are joined by 
George Layton, who appeared in 
the 1969 Doctor in the House and 
its sequels, and a woman who 
really does know a thing or two 
about medicine - The One Show’s 
resident GP Dr Sarah Jarvis. 

Who’ll be best when it comes to 
being worst? 

7.50 The National Lottery: In It to Win 

It. Dale Winton presents the quiz 
show in which five contestants pit 
their wits to scoop a big cash 
prize. Includes the Lotto and 
Thunderball draws, with Kate 
Garraway. 

8.40 Casualty. Fletch attempts to build 
bridges between a feuding father 
and son following a car crash. Cal 
tries to impress Lily, and Jeff 
agrees to cover for Ash’s daughter, 
Ella. 

9.30 The Guess List. Julian Clary, 
Melanie C, Larry Lamb, Deborah 
Meaden and David Haye help 
contestants answer all sorts of 
everyday questions. Game show, 
hosted by Rob Brydon. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League clashes, including 
Chelsea v Sunderland at Stamford 
Bridge and Tottenham Hotspur v 
Fulham; National Lottery Update. 

11.50The Football League Show. 

Manish Bhasin presents highlights 
and all the goals from today’s 
fixtures in the Championship, 
League One and League Tw. 

1.10 Weatherview. 1.15 BBC News. 


6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.10 Film: Sword 
of Sherwood Forest. (1960) 7.30 Great 
British Menu. (R) 8.00 Great British 
Menu. (R) 8.30 Great British Menu. (R) 
9.00 Great British Menu. (R) 9.30 Great 
British Menu. (R) 10.00 Live Snooker: 
The World Championship. 12.00 The 
Great British Bake Off Easter 
Masterclass. (R) 1.00 Live Snooker: The 
World Championship. Further coverage 
of the opening session on day one. 2.30 
Film: Henry VIII and His Six Wives. 
(1972) Historical drama, starring Keith 
Michell. 4.30 Live Snooker: The World 
Championship. The afternoon session 
on day one at the Crucible Theatre in 
Sheffield. 5.45 Easter from King’s. 

7.00 Live Snooker: The World 

Championship. Coverage of the 
concluding session on the 
opening day of the ranking 
tournament at the Crucible Theatre 
in Sheffield, where Ronnie 
O’Sullivan and Ali Carter are the 
seeds in first-round action. The 
Rocket has won the title for the 
past two years and his match is 
the first to reach a conclusion, 
with the first player to reach 10 
frames progressing to the second 
round. Carter gets his fixture 
under way against a qualifier, and 
he has pedigree here having twice 
reached the final, only to lose to 
O’Sullivan on both occasions. 
Presented by Jason Mohammad, 
with commentary by Ken Doherty, 
Willie Thorne and Stephen Hendry. 
8.00 University Challenge: The Story 
So Far. Documentary charting the 
history of the student quiz show. 
With contributions by former 
contestants including Stephen Fry, 
and hosts Bamber Gascoigne and 
Jeremy Paxman. (R) 

9.00 University Challenge: Champion 
of Champions. Magdalen College, 
Oxford, takes on Manchester in 
this special edition of the student 
quiz, with each institution having 
won the series title four times 
during the show’s history. 

9.30 Messiah at the Foundling 
Hospital. Amanda Vickery and Tom 
Service present a docu-drama 
telling the story of the performance 
of Handel’s Messiah at London’s 
Foundling Hospital in 1750. 

10.30 Pop Goes BBC Two. Exploration of 
popular music since 1964 through 
a selection of 50 moments from 
BBC Two. 

12.00 Snooker: The World 
Championship. 12.50 Snooker: World 
Championship Extra. 2.55 This Is BBC 
Two. 


6.00 CITV: Dino Dan. 6.10 Dino Dan. (R) 

6.25 Matt Hatter Chronicles. (R) 6.50 
Canimals. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 7.05 
Canimals. (R) 7.10 Om Norn Stories. (R) 

7.20 Sooty. (R) 7.30 Scrambled! 9.25 
ITV News. 9.30 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 
10.30 Dinner Date. (R) 11.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 11.40 The Crocodile Hunter 
Diaries. (R) 12.10 Film: Never Say Never 
Again. (1983) James Bond adventure, 
starring Sean Connery. 2.40 Film: Harry 
Potter and the Chamber of Secrets. 
(2002) Fantasy adventure sequel, 
starring Daniel Radcliffe. 5.35 Regional 
Programme; Weather.5.45 ITV News; 
Weather. 

6.00 You’ve Been Framed! & Famous. 

Harry Hill narrates a selection of 
comical mishaps filmed by 
viewers on their webcams, mobile 
phones and camcorders, featuring 
a range of celebrity lookalikes, as 
Simon Cowell takes to the 
trampoline, Kate Middleton 
unveils her new workout routine 
and Ryan Giggs struggles to atone 
for his mistakes. (R) 

7.00 Britain’s Got Talent. The annual 
search for a star continues as 
more auditionees try to win over 
Simon Cowell, David Walliams, 
Amanda Holden and Alesha Dixon 
with their talents. The acts all have 
their eyes on the prize of £250,000 
and a slot at this year’s Royal 
Variety Performance, but first they 
must secure a place in the live 
semi-finals. Will any of them be 
good enough for the judges’ 
new golden buzzers? Ant and Dec 
host. 

8.20 Amazing Greys. Three young 
contenders take on the Amazing 
Greys, who include former 
Wimbledon finalist Christine 
Truman and Mastermind winner 
Liz Horrocks. Paddy McGuinness 
and Angela Rippon host. 

9.20 Law & Order: UK. A blood- 
spattered hotel room and a stolen 
credit card lead detectives Ronnie 
and Joe to a privileged young 
woman whose newborn baby has 
gone missing. (R) 

10.15The Americans. Elizabeth must 
work with Nicaraguan spy Lucia to 
gain access to a congressman’s 
office, while Oleg meets Stan in an 
isolated warehouse and gives him 
an ultimatum. 

11.15 ITV News; Weather. 

11.30Through the Keyhole. Catherine 
Tyldesley and Terry Wogan join 
Dave Berry on the panel. (R) 

12.25 Jackpot247.3.00 Dinner Date: 
Australia. (R) 3.45 ITV Niqhtscreen. 


6.10 The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 Trans World 
Sport. 7.30 FIM Superbike World 
Championship. 8.00 The Morning Line. 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Frasier. (R) 9.55 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.25 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 10.55 How I Met Your 
Mother. 11.20 How I Met Your Mother. 

11.45 The Simpsons. (R) 12.15 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.45 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD. (R) 1.40 Channel 4 Racing. Live 
coverage from Haydock Park and 
Kempton Park. 4.10 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 4.40 Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.10 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.15 Come Dine with Me. Corset- 
maker Serine Daou hosts the final 
night of the competition in 
Reading, Berkshire, hoping to 
impress with her burlesque- 
themed party and gourmet 
burgers. (R) 

6.45 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Lent Diaries. 

7.05 Grand Designs. Colin Mackinnon 
and his partner Marta Briongos 
take on an ambitious project to 
build a bespoke metal home next 
to an airfield runway, designed by 
one of Scotland’s most eminent 
architects and inspired by aircraft 
hangars. They have to contend 
with violent rain, snow, 10Omph 
winds and the worst storms for a 
century, and the couple have to 
draw on their reserves of mental 
energy, as what was supposed to 
be a 12-month build heads into a 
third year. (R) 

8.05 Hostages. The day of the 

president’s surgery arrives and as 
Blair’s squad moves into position, 
the first lady finally sees through 
Ellen’s deception and demands the 
truth. Last in the series. 

9.00 Film: Taken. (2008) An American 
teenager travelling through Europe 
is abducted by a gang of sex 
traffickers. However, what the 
kidnappers do not realise is that 
the girl’s father is a former CIA 
agent, who employs all his old 
skills as he searches for the 
criminals and tries to rescue his 
daughter. Thriller, starring Liam 
Neeson. 

10.50 Film: The Stone Roses: Made of 
Stone. (2013) Premiere. 
Documentary in which film-maker 
Shane Meadows follows the band 
in rehearsals for their 2012 
reunion concerts. 

12.50 Film: Trainspotting. (1996) 2.25 
Hollyoaks. (R) 4.30 SuperScrimpers’ 
Challenge. (R) 5.25 River Cottage Bites. 
(R) 5.40 Goodwood 72nd Members’ 
Meeting. 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Access. 10.05 
The Dog Rescuers. (R) 10.40 Beware! 
Cowboy Builders Abroad. (R) 11.40 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

12.40 Film: Murder at the Gallop. (1963) 
Miss Marple mystery, starring Margaret 
Rutherford. 2.20 Film: Barabbas. (1961) 
Biblical drama, starring Anthony Quinn. 
5.00 Film: Columbo: Ashes to Ashes. 
(1998) Detective drama, starring Peter 
Falk and Patrick McGoohan. 

6.40 Longmire. Walt fears drug 
producers are about to start a turf 
war in the region when a 
fisherman finds the bodies of a 
dealer and a hitman for a Mexican 
cartel in a remote creek. 

7.30 NCIS. Gibbs and his team 

investigate the bizarre deaths of a 
marine and two of his friends at a 
stag party. Elsewhere, Gibbs tries 
to persuade Vance to allow Ziva 
back into the NCIS. However, she 
must first pass a barrage of 
psychological evaluations. Mark 
Harmon, David McCallum, Michael 
Weatherly and Pauley Perrette 
star. (R) 

8.25 NCIS. A blogger who accused the 
NCIS of a cover-up is found dead, 
and Gibbs and his team are forced 
to reopen a closed case to find the 
killer. However, state police 
suspect the special agents may 
have been involved in the murder 
and take control of the 
investigation. (R) 

9.20 5 News Weekend. 

9.25 Britain’s Favourite Detectives. A 
countdown of the nation’s 
favourite crime solvers as voted 
for by Channel 5 viewers in an 
online poll. The list features those 
who work best alone such as Miss 
Marple, Hercule Poirot and Lt 
Columbo, as well as duos 
including Morse and Lewis and 
Benedict Cumberbatch and Martin 
Freeman’s portrayal of Holmes 
and Watson in Sherlock. There are 
clips of the TV detective debuts of 
Pierce Brosnan (Remington 
Steele) and Bruce Willis 
(Moonlighting), alongside 
interviews with Alan Davies 
(Jonathan Creek), Felicity Kendal 
(Rosemary & Thyme), Prime 
Suspect creator Lynda La Plante, 
Phil Davis (Whitechapel) and Una 
Stubbs (Sherlock). 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.15 Classic Car 
Rescue. (R) 4.00 Wildlife SOS. (R) 4.25 
Make It Big. (R) 4.50 The Funky Valley 
Show. (R) 5.00 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.05 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 5.20 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.25 The Funky Valley Show. 


BBC Three 

7.00 Top Gear Bolivia Special 8.20 Film: 
Toy Story 2 (1999) 9.50 Russell 
Howard’s Good News Extra 10.35 Family 
Guy 12.30 Film: Youth in Revolt (2009) 

I. 55 In the Flesh 3.50 Great Movie 
Mistakes: Revenge of the Fifth 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Wild Wales 8.00 Chemistry - A 
Volatile History 9.00 Film: Downfall 
(2004) 11.25 Pavlopetri - The City 
Beneath the Waves 12.25 The Sky at 
Night 12.55 Solar Storms - The Threat to 
Planet Earth 1.55 Chemistry - A Volatile 
History 2.55 Wild Wales 3.55 Close 
ITV2 

12.15 Britain’s Got Talent 1.35 Britain’s 
Got More Talent 2.35 Totally You’ve Been 
Framed! 3.20 The Vamps: The Hot Desk 
3.30 Film: The Sisterhood of the 
Traveling Pants (2005) 5.50 Film: 
Dungeons and Dragons (2000) 8.20 
Britain’s Got More Talent 9.20 Totally 
You’ve Been Framed! 10.00 Celebrity 
Juice 10.50 Crazy Beaches 11.20 
Britain’s Got Talent 12.40 Britain’s Got 
More Talent 1.40 Fake Reaction 2.15 
Dads 2.40 James Arthur: The Hot Desk 
ITV3 

II. 35 Film: Carry On Cruising (1962) 

I. 25 Film: Carry On Matron (1972) 3.15 
Film: Carry On Up the Jungle (1970) 

5.05 Foyle’s War 7.10 Rosemary & 
Thyme 8.20 Doc Martin 9.20 Joanna 
Lumley’s Greek Odyssey 10.20 Cold 
Blood 11.50 Rosemary & Thyme 12.55 
Murder, She Wrote 1.55 Judge Judy 

2.15 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

II. 00 Live Indian Premier League 
Cricket. Royal Challengers Bangalore v 
Mumbai Indians and Kolkata Knight 
Riders v Delhi Daredevils. 8.00 Ali: Still 
the Greatest 9.00 Film: The Boat That 
Rocked (2009) 11.45 Film: Monty 
Python’s The Meaning of Life (1983) 

2.00 Benidorm 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

2.00 The Big Bang Theory 3.00 
Rude(ish) Tube 4.00 Made in Chelsea 
5.00 How I Met Your Mother 6.00 The 
Big Bang Theory 7.00 How I Met Your 
Mother 8.00 The Tomorrow People 9.00 
Film: Snakes on a Plane (2006) 11.10 
The Big Bang Theory 12.05 Party House 

I. 10 2 Broke Girls 1.40 Youngers 2.35 
The Cleveland Show 

Film4 

II. 00 Anastasia (1997) 1 .00 The Spy 
Next Door (2010) 2.50 Hope Floats 
(1998) 5.00 Aliens in the Attic (2009) 
6.40 Iron Man (2008) 9.00 Bad Teacher 
(2011) 10.50 Goon (2011)12.4030 
Days of Night (2007) 2.50 A Letter to Elia 
4.00 Close 




Great value coach h olidays 


Weekend Breaks 

Bournemouth ^ 

I Weymouth ft Swanage 



: nights dinner, TWO FREE COACH 
d& breakfast TRIPS 

SSSST* 

SUNDAYS 

, may, 1,15, 29 JUN 
6,13, 20, 27 JUL 


5 DAY TOURS MON 28 APR 


Glenshee, Pitlochry b Cairngorms £179.95 

Folkestone b Cruise to Ostend £149.95 

Isle of Wight £129.95 

Torquay b Eden Project £169.95 

Torquay £129.95 

Brighton b Sussex Coast £189.95 


4 DAY TOURS bank hol FRI 2 MAY 



Eastbourne 

£109.95 

Isle of Wight 

£119.95 

Torquay 

£109.95 

Babbacombe, Seaton b Sidmouth 

£139.95 

| 5 DAY TOURS MON 12 MAY 1 


Torquay b Eden Project 

£189.95 

Newquay 

£149.95 

Bournemouth 

£159.95 

Eastbourne 

£129.95 

Torquay 

£129.95 

Brighton b Sussex Coast 

£189.95 

I 5 DAY TOURS MON 19 MAY 1 


Isle of Wight 

£139.95 

Eastbourne 

£129.95 

Blackpool 

£129.95 

Torquay 

£129.95 

Llandudno 

£149.95 

Liverpool, Adelphi Hotel 2 FOR 1 BAR! 

£199.95 

Folkestone b Ostend 

£159.95 

Southport, Keswick b Lakes 

£159.95 

Southport, Morecambe b Three Peaks 

£169.95 

Bournemouth 

£159.95 


Torquay b Eden Project 
Cumbrae Island b Ayrshire Coast 


£189.95 

£169.95 


All coach travel b quality overnight 
dinner, bed b breakfast accommodation 


Windermere 

b Todmorden Market 

10 May, 5 Jul, 2 Aug, 23 Aug, 27 Sep 




Peak District 

b Olde Worlde Cheshire 

10 May, 21 Jun, 5 Jul, 2, 23 Aug 




Llandudno & Chester 

Elvis Tribute Night Whitehouse Hotel 

25 Apr, 30 May | Plus 4 tree drinks! Apr Patel] 


Coronation Street 

The Tour & Chester 

24 May, 21 Jun, 19 Jul, 16 Aug 




Cardiff & Bath 

Murder Mystery Weekend 

26 Apr, 7 Jun, 26 Jul, 20 Sep 




Mersey Cruise 

Beatles Tour b Chester 

26 Apr, 24 May, 21 Jun, 19 Jul 


Bath b Dean Forest Steam 
Plus coffee & cake on board! 

3 May, 19 Jul, 2 Aug, 20 Sep 




LONGLEAT 

&BATH 

JERSEY BOYS 

LONDON 

BUCK PALACE 

6 PARLIAMENT 

17 May, 21 Jun 2 days 

27 Sep 2 days 

2,9,16 Aug 2 days 

LEGOLAND 

& LONDON 

LONDON 

FREEDOM WEEKEND 

SETTLE-CARLISLE 
RAILWAY WORTH 

3 May, 21 Jun 2 days 

26 Apr, 17,31 May 2 days 

7 Jun, 12 Jul 2 days 

EXETER 
& TORQUAY 

K Y * N . D 

STONEHENGE 

& WEYMOUTH 

26 Apr 2 days 

B4»kJLU 

various dates 4/5 days 

2,23 May 4 days 


Call for brochure 0844 682 0081 


Or see ALL our latest offers at 
travelstyletours.co.uk 


TraOelstyle 

miles more smiles 


• Downton Abbey • Tall Ships 

• Dorset Steam Fair • Edinburgh Tattoo 

• Buckingham Palace • Harry Potter at Warners 

• Chelsea/Hampton Court/Southport/Harrogate/Arley/ 
Flower Shows • Farnborough/Fairford Air Shows 

• Blackpool Lights • Coronation Street 

• Miss Saigon • Phantom • Wicked 

plus many more... Visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


MARTYN 




FITTED BEDROOMS 


We are a family run 
business with over 30 year's 
experience in fitted bearooms. 
We pride ourselves on quality 
and providing excellent 
customer service 


• Family run business 

• Made to measure furniture 

• Large choice of designs 

• Over 30 year's experience 

• Free design service 

• Personal commitment 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Monday-Saturday 
8 am-5 pm 
Sunday 10 am-2 pm 


Unit 6, Two Woods Trading Estate, 
Talbots Lane, Brierley Hill, DY5 2YX 
Formerly of Level Street, Brierley Hill 


B 

0 

1384 

i4 

826 

62 



Domino’s I 



MULTI SAVER 

Buy One Pizza 
Get 2nd for 

40 % 

MONDAY MADNESS 
Any Classic 
Crust Pizza* 

£5 

DELIVERED 

when you spend £30 
or more online at regular 
menu price 

Offer Code: SMSA1MY4 

Offer Expires: 27/04/2014 

£ 10 " 

DEUVERED MONDAY ONLY 


T&Cs: *Pizza from the menu or create your own up to 4 toppings. Second pizza must be equal or less value. Not valid with any other offer. Expiry date 27/04/14 
































































































SUNDAY’S TV 20.04.14 


27 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Billy Bob Thornton 


Fargo 

(Channel 4,9pm) 

What made the 1996 Oscar- 
winning movie Fargo such a 
success? The script and 
direction by the Coen Brothers, 
the plot, and the outstanding 
cast all deserve their due, but 
for some viewers, the snowy 
Minnesota setting, and the 
contrast between the 
homespun friendliness and 
sing-song accents of the locals 
and the unfolding horror, was 
also a big part of the appeal. 
And it’s that ambience which 
carries over into this new TV 
series, which keeps the location 
and mix of humour and murder, 
but introduces a new story and 
a fresh set of characters - 
played by an equally impressive 
cast. Billy Bob Thornton stars as 
Lome Malvo, a malicious drifter, 
who enters the life of smalltown 
insurance man Lester Nygaard 
(Martin Freeman). 


6.00 Breakfast. 8.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 10.00 Easter Worship from 
Leicester. 11.00 Urbi et Orbi. 11.35 Flog 
It! (R) 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. With Mark 
Chapman and the Match of the Day 
team. 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 2.00 More Creatures 
Great and Small. (R) 2.30 Formula 1 - 
Chinese Grand Prix Highlights. 4.30 
Escape to the Country. 5.00 Lifeline. 

5.10 Songs of Praise. 5.45 Pointless 
Celebrities. (R) 

6.35 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.00 Countryfile. The team heads to 
the Isles of Scilly, where Ellie 
Harrison finds out about the 
problem of rats and the 
devastating effect they have on the 
local seabird population. She also 
visits the privately owned island of 
Trescoe,to hear how a 
programme to eradicate the 
rodents affects the recently 
imported red squirrels. Matt Baker 
goes flying with ducklings - 
boarding a plane with 50 birds 
destined for a duck farm on Scilly 
- and back on the mainland, Tom 
Heap looks at the dangers 
involved in farming, as well as 
ways to make it safer, and Adam 
Henson visits a goat farm. 
Including Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
and the team make a return visit to 
Polesden Lacey near Dorking in 
Surrey, in search of more family 
treasures. Curios on show include 
a painting of JMW Turner’s house 
on the banks of the Thames, a set 
of early board game designs and 
an instrument panel from a 
Lancaster bomber. 

9.00 The Crimson Field. Thomas 
develops a system to help treat 
wounds, although Major Yelland is 
dismissive of the method and 
begins to bully the younger 
surgeon. Joan reveals a secret to a 
patient. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day 2. Norwich City 
v Liverpool, Hull City v Arsenal 
and Everton v Manchester United. 
Mark Chapman presents 
highlights of the Premier League 
matches. 

11.35 Live at the Apollo. Kevin Bridges 
hosts the stand-up comedy from 
the Hammersmith Apollo in 
London, introducing routines by 
Phill Jupitus and Sara Pascoe. (R) 

12.20 Weatherview. 12.25 BBC News. 


6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.30 Countryfile. 
(R) 7.30 Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.00 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 8.30 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 10.00 Live Snooker: 
The World Championship. 12.15 Film: 
Custer of the West. (1967) Historical 
biopic, starring Robert Shaw. 2.30 Live 
Snooker: The World Championship. The 
second session on the second day at the 
Crucible Theatre in Sheffield. 

6.00 Davis v Taylor: The ’85 Black Ball 
Final. Colin Murray presents a 
look back at the final of the 1985 
World Snooker Championship 
between Dennis Taylor and Steve 
Davis. The match finished after 
midnight, but kept an estimated 
18.5 million viewers engrossed 
until the title was decided on the 
final black of the 35th frame. With 
contributions from Barry 
McGuigan, Ted Lowe, Stephen 
Hendry and Barry Hearn. (R) 

7.00 Morecambe & Wise in Pieces: 
Leading Men. Penelope Keith 
presents a compilation of 
highlights from the comedy duo’s 
shows featuring appearances by 
male stars of stage and screen. 
8.00 50 Golden Years of Sport on BBC 
Two. Sue Barker presents a look 
back at the history of sport on the 
channel through some of its most 
memorable events. With 
contributions by Murray Walker, 
Des Lynam and Ian Botham. 

9.00 All About Two. Dara O Briain hosts 
a quiz celebrating 50 years of BBC 
Two in which teams of celebrities 
answer questions about the 
channel’s programmes and stars. 
The panellists are Mock the Week’s 
Hugh Dennis, Deborah Meaden of 
Dragons’ Den, Dave Myers of the 
Hairy Bikers, Professor Brian Cox, 
Goodness Gracious Me star Meera 
Syal and choirmaster Gareth 
Malone, with Pointless co-host 
Richard Osman on hand to supply 
extra facts and figures. 

10.40The Making of Ql. An insight into 
the production of the popular 
comedy quiz show in which host 
Stephen Fry awards points to 
contestants who provide 
interesting answers to his 
questions. (R) 

11.40 Snooker: The World 

Championship. Highlights of the 
evening session at the Crucible 
Theatre in Sheffield, which 
featured the conclusion of the 
first-round matches. 

12.30 Snooker: World Championship 
Extra. 2.30 Sign Zone: Countryfile. 3.25 
Holby City. (R) 4.25 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Dino Dan. 6.10 Dino Dan. (R) 
6.25 Matt Hatter Chronicles. (R) 6.50 
Canimals. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 7.05 
Canimals. (R) 7.10 Om Norn Stories. (R) 

7.20 Sooty. (R) 7.30 Scrambled! 9.25 
ITV News. 9.30 Dickinson’s Real Deal. 
(R) 10.30 Film: Columbo Goes to 
College. (1991) 12.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.40 The Crocodile Hunter 
Diaries. (R) 1.10 The Unforgettable 
Yootha Joyce. (R) 1.40 Big Star’s Little 
Star. (R) 2.40 Britain’s Got Talent. (R) 
3.55 Film: A View to a Kill. (1985) 

James Bond adventure. 

6.20 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Catchphrase. Stephen Mulhern 
hosts the game show in which 
three contestants guess the 
familiar phrases hidden in 
animated clues, before one of 
them plays to win £50,000. 

7.30 Off Their Rockers. Velma gets 
racy in a photo booth, Seb needs a 
fright to cure his hiccups and 
Rosemary eats some funny¬ 
tasting biscuits. Hidden-camera 
comedy with fearless senior 
citizens. 

8.00 Endeavour. As plans to build a 
new police station lead Morse to 
question his place in the force, he 
investigates the case of Tommy 
Cork, a boy from a broken home 
who has disappeared. Meanwhile, 
the body of disreputable journalist 
Eric Patterson has been found on 
railway tracks in mysterious 
circumstances. He was last seen 
embroiled in an argument with a 
council official about a company 
preparing to redevelop the site of 
Blenheim Vale, a disused 
correctional facility for boys. 

When a petty criminal with a 
connection to Blenheim absconds 
from an open prison, it sets off a 
chain reaction of events that 
threaten to expose horrors of the 
past. Did missing Tommy witness 
something that cost him his life? 
Last in the series. 

10.00 Perspectives: The Magic of 
Houdini with Alan Davies. New 

series. The Jonathan Creek star 
explores the extraordinary life of 
escapologist Harry Houdini and 
takes part in a series of death- 
defying acts to understand what 
made him tick. 

11.00 ITV News; Weather. 

11.15 Premiership Rugby Union. 

12.15 The Store. 2.15 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.45 ITV Nightscreen. 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


6.05 Film: Hoot. (2006)7.40 Film: 

Lassie. (2005) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 

12.30 Secret Eaters. (R) 1.35 The Big 

Bang Theory. (R) 2.05 The Big Bang 

Theory. (R) 2.35 How I Met Your Mother. 

3.00 How I Met Your Mother. 3.30 The 

Simpsons. (R) 4.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

4.30 Deal or No Deal. 5.35 Channel 4 

News. 

6.05 Lent Diaries. The lives of people 
who worship in Britain’s West 
African churches, the fastest- 
growing sector of Christianity in 
Britain today. Last in the series. 

6.10 Film: Hop. (2011) Premiere. The 
Easter Bunny’s son is about to 
take over the chocolate-delivering 
business, but rejects his 
responsibilities and heads for 
Hollywood to seek fame and 
fortune as a drummer. He makes 
life difficult for the directionless 
slacker who takes him in, but they 
must work together to avert a 
crisis on Easter Island. Part- 
animated comedy, with James 
Marsden. 

8.00 For the Love of Cars. New series. 
Life on Mars star Philip Glenister 
and renowned car designer Ant 
Anstead scour barns and lock-ups 
across the nation on a mission to 
restore six classic motors to their 
former glory. They begin by 
tracking down a rare Ford Escort 
Mexico, and while Ant takes on the 
mammoth task of rebuilding the 
rusty vehicle, Philip explores the 
story behind one of the most 
beloved British cars ever built, 
meeting passionate boy racers who 
are preserving the Escort spirit. 

9.00 Fargo. New series. Crime 

comedy-drama based on the Coen 
brothers’ Oscar-winning 1996 
film. Martin Freeman stars as 
small-town Minnesota insurance 
salesman Lester Nygaard, who is 
set on a path of destruction after 
an encounter with manipulative 
drifter Lome Malvo. Colin Hanks 
plays single father Gus Grimly, 
who must choose between his 
own safety and his duty as a police 
officer when he comes face to face 
with a killer. 

10.30 Film: Heat. (1995) A detective 
becomes obsessed with capturing 
a highly intelligent career criminal 
who is planning one last robbery 
before his retirement. Thriller, with 
Al Pacino and Robert De Niro. 

1.35 The Good Wife. (R) 2.20 The Hotel. 

(R) 3.15 Secret Removers. (R) 4.10 

SuperScrimpers’ Challenge. (R) 5.05 

Deal or No Deal. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Fifi and the 
Flowertots. (R) 6.25 Bubble Guppies. (R) 

6.35 The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.50 Chloe’s 
Closet. 7.00 Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 

7.20 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.30 
Little Princess. (R) 7.50 Film: Thomas & 
Friends: King of the Railway-The 
Movie. (2013) Animated adventure, with 
the voice of Ben Small. 8.55 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.10 Jelly 
Jamm. (R) 9.30 LazyTown. (R) 9.55 
Power Rangers Super Samurai. (R) 

10.30 Power Rangers Megaforce. (R) 
11.05 Access. (R) 11.15 The Dog 
Rescuers. (R) 11.45 Film: Eragon. 
(2006) Fantasy adventure, starring Ed 
Speleers. 1.40 Film: Spider-Man 3. 



7.00 5 News Weekend. 


7.05 Film: The Forbidden Kingdom. 

(2008) Premiere. An American 
teenager obsessed with kung fu 
movies is sent back in time to 
ancient China, where he joins the 
battle to free the imprisoned 
Monkey King. The only problem is 
he has no martial arts skills of his 
own, and will need the assistance 
of two legendary warriors to 
become the hero he needs to be. 
Martial arts adventure, starring Jet 
Li and Jackie Chan. Edited for 
violence and language. 

9.00 Film: Act of Valor. (2012) 
Premiere. A team of elite Navy 
personnel is sent on a mission to 
rescue a kidnapped CIA agent. 
Their mission leads them to 
uncover a conspiracy between a 
Russian drug smuggler and a 
fanatical terrorist, and a plan to 
launch a devastating attack 
on the United States. Military 
adventure, starring Alex Veadov 
and Roselyn Sanchez. Edited for 
language. 

10.50 Film: Punisher: War Zone. (2008) 
Premiere. The ruthless vigilante 
faces a battle to the death with a 
disfigured mobster. Action thriller 
based on the Marvel comic-book, 
starring Ray Stevenson and 
Dominic West. 

12.55 SuperCasino. Live interactive 
gaming. 3.05 Britain’s Crime Capitals. A 
look at towns and cities in the UK most 
affected by crime, beginning with 
Liverpool. (R) 4.00 Wildlife SOS. (R) 

4.20 Make It Big. The big day arrives. (R) 
4.45 The Funky Valley Show. (R) 5.00 
Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.05 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 5.20 Angels of Jarm. (R) 
5.25 The Funky Valley Show. (R) 5.35 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.00 Film: Toy 
Story 3 (2010) 9.35 Russell Howard’s 
Good News 10.05 Family Guy 10.50 
Sweat the Small Stuff 11.20 American 
Dad! 12.05 Ja’mie: Private School Girl 

I. 00 Russell Howard’s Good News 1.30 
Orphan Black 3.00 In the Flesh 

BBC Four 

7.00 Film: The Man in the White Suit 
(1951) 8.25 Film: The Happiest Days of 
Your Life (1950) 9.45 The Art of Tommy 
Cooper 10.15 The Secret Life of Bob 
Monkhouse 11.45 Arena: Ken Dodd - 
Happiness 12.45 The Wonder of Bees 
with Martha Kearney 1.15 Imagine - Jimi 
Hendrix: Hear My Train a Cornin’ 2.45 
Jimi Hendrix: The Road to Woodstock 
ITV2 

12.00 You’ve Been Framed! Family 
Special 12.40 Film: Valiant (2005) 2.15 
Film: Despicable Me (2010) 4.15 
Britain’s Got Talent 5.30 Britain’s Got 
More Talent 6.30 Film: The Lost World: 
Jurassic Park (1997) 9.00 Film: 

Quantum of Solace (2008) 11.10 Film: 
Hostage (2005) 1.35 Mom 2.00 The 
Vampire Diaries 2.40 Ke$ha: The Hot 
Desk 2.50 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

12.15 Film: Carry On Follow That Camel 
(1967) 2.10 Film: Carry On Girls (1973) 
4.00 Film: The Great St Trinian’s Train 
Robbery (1966) 5.55 Inspector Morse 
8.00 The Zoo 9.00 Birds of a Feather 

9.30 Vicious 10.00 Film: The Graduate 
(1967) 12.10 Cracker 1.20 Film: Carry 
On Girls (1973) 2.55 Movies Now 3.05 
ITV3 Nightscreen 3.40 Emmerdale 
ITV4 

6.30 Police, Camera, Action! 7.00 
Storage Wars 8.00 Premiership Rugby 
Union 9.00 Indian Premier League 
Cricket 10.00 Film: Unleashed (2005) 
12.00 Film: Village of the Damned 

(1995) 2.00 Minder 3.00 Teleshopping 

3.30 The Store 5.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.35 Made in Chelsea 1.35 Revenge 

2.30 Rude(ish) Tube 3.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 4.30 How I Met Your Mother 5.00 
The Tomorrow People 6.00 Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine 6.30 The Big Bang Theory 
8.00 Film: Independence Day (1996) 

II. 00 Rude Tube: Total Stunts 12.00 
How I Met Your Mother 1.00 Rules of 
Engagement 2.00 Rude Tube: Total 
Stunts 2.55 Bob’s Burgers 

Film4 

11.00 The 7th Voyage of Sinbad (1958) 
1.00 Flash Gordon (1980) 3.10 The 
Towering Inferno (1974) 6.20 The Karate 
Kid (2010) 9.00 Layer Cake (2004) 11.05 
Role Models (2008) 1.00 Underworld: 
Evolution (2006) 3.25 Close 
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If Film Choices f 


Pick of the Week 


MONDAY 

Rocky Balboa, Channel 5,11pm 

The ageing fighter contemplates a return to the ring 
when a computer simulation reveals he would have 
defeated the current world heavyweight champion 
Mason ‘The Line” Dixon, who responds by challenging 
Rocky to face him for real. Boxing drama sequel, 
directed by and starring Sylvester Stallone. With Antonio 
Tarver, Geraldine Hughes, Burt Young, Milo Ventimiglia 
and Tony Burton. (2006) 

TUESDAY 

A Woman’s Rage, Channel 5, 3.10pm 

An obsessively jealous woman with a history of 
failed relationships is devastated when her boyfriend 
leaves her. She blames his younger sister for 
causing the break-up, and plans to get revenge by 
seducing her teenage son. Crime drama, starring 
Cynthia Preston, Brandy Ledford, Cameron Bancroft 
and Alex House. (2008) 


WEDNESDAY 


The Private Lives of Pippa Lee, BBC1,11.45pm 

A middle-aged woman married to a man 30 years older 
than her is shocked when he announces his intention to 
leave their New York home in favour of a retirement 
community. Driven to desperation by her dull new 
surroundings and her husband’s affair with an even 
younger woman, she looks back on her wild youth. 
Drama, with Robin Wright, Alan Arkin and Winona 
Ryder. (2009) 



THURSDAY 

Two for the Money, BBC1,11.35pm 

An American football player whose career is cut short 
by injury becomes the protege of a power player in the 
world of sports gambling because of his knack for 
predicting winners. For a time the former sportsman 
enjoys the life of a high-roller, but when his skill begins 
to falter, his mentor turns on him and the pair engage in 
a fraught game of con and counter-con. Drama, with Al 
Pacino, Matthew McConaughey, Rene Russo and 
Armand Assante. (2005) 

FRIDAY 

The Bourne Ultimatum, ITV, 10.35pm 

Amnesiac rogue assassin Jason Bourne’s long-buried 
memories are reawakened by a British journalist 
researching the secret organisation that was 
responsible for transforming him into a killing machine. 
Meanwhile, a ruthless CIA director becomes convinced 
Bourne is still a security risk, and plans to dispose of 
him once and for all. Third instalment of the spy thriller 
series, directed by Paul Greengrass and starring Matt 
Damon, Joan Allen, Julia Stiles, David Strathairn, Paddy 
Considine, Scott Glenn and Albert Finney. (2007) 


Tommy 

caught 

C ould you see Shameless’s 
Frank Gallagher as Tommy 
Cooper? Perhaps not, but 
David Threlfall has long had that 
chameleon-like ability to slip into any 
role, no matter how unlikely. 

For a decade it seemed Threlfall 
was forever destined to play dole 
cheat Gallagher in Channel 4’s hit 
drama. Thankfully over the last 
couple of years he has gone back to 
inhabiting a variety of real and 
fictional characters. Last year he was 
on top form as retired detective Len 
Harper in BBC drama What 
Remains. Now he’s doing an 
uncanny take on Tommy Cooper in 
this drama paying tribute to the iconic 
magician and comedian who passed 
away 30 years ago this month. 

It focuses largely on Cooper’s 
relationships with two women - his 
wife Gwen (Amanda Redman) and 
Mary Kay (Helen McCrary), the 
assistant with whom he had a 
17-year affair which only ended when 
he collapsed and died live on TV in 
1984. 

In the flesh, Threlfall is light years 
away from many of his more famous 


finds 
in the 

creations. There’s none of the hammy 
am dram thespian he played in Hot 
Fuzz (a film he still hasn’t seen), and 
his ability to morph into Cooper for 
this drama is remarkable. 

“It’s his story from ’67 to the night 
he died inclusive, and I guess the 
back story of what he was doing 
publicly and some of his private life,” 
explains David. “What’s nice about it 
is it’s a period piece, and it nods to 
the people of a certain age who 
knew Tommy Cooper and either 
really liked him or worshipped him 
because he was a completely special 
one-off.” 

At 15 stone, and standing six foot 
four, Cooper was a unique sight on 
any stage. Despite being a skilled 
magician, it was his failed tricks that 
brought the house down. But off 
stage, his love of booze and 
subsequent poor health took its toll. 

David was well aware of how 
important it was to give a faithful 
performance: “People use the word 
‘genius’ too much, but I think you can 
apply it to (Spike) Milligan, you can 
apply it to Tommy Cooper... so no 
pressure at all trying to portray that,” 
he laughs. “But I had a go. So there’s 


himself 


middle 


bits of his life at home and what he 
was all about, which was wanting to 
make people laugh.” After making this 
drama, Threlfall was snapped up by 
Oscar-winning film-maker Kevin 
McDonald to work on submarine 
salvage drama Black Sea, which is 
released later in the year. 

“I’ve sort of slipped back onto the 
variety bandwagon if you like,” 
explains David. “I always like, if I can 
and people are willing to let me have 
a go, be pretty varied about the kind 
of work I get involved with, but I’m 
not one of these people that say, 
“Well, I’m doing this now and I’ve got 
this lined up” and all that. There’s no 
plans after I finish on Black Sea.” 

However, with a body of work 
including King Lear (with Laurence 
Olivier), and now one of the kings of 
British comedy, there’s little chance of 
him settling for an early retirement 
just yet. “I’ve always been a working 
actor,” he explains. “If a job comes up 
and people want me to have a go, 
that’s what I do. “If I can have a year 
where I can do What Remains, then 
Tommy Cooper, then a sub mariner 
in Black Sea, that’s good and I’m 
happy and grateful for that.” 



Tommy Cooper: Not Like That, Like This, Monday, ITV, 9pm 


Best of the Rest 


MONDAY 

24 Hours on Earth 
BBC1,7pm 

Finally, the nights are getting that little bit longer, 
the weather is - sort of - brightening up a bit - it’s 
the strongest hint yet that summer is well on its 
way. And while we maybe shouldn’t get too far 
ahead of ourselves and start mentally packing our 
suitcases for our summer holiday, for the time 
being we’re being treated to another brilliant 
documentary from the Beeb, about how nature 
and animals deal with this time of the year. 

It tells how the changing position of the sun 
in the sky affects the behaviour of animals and 
plants across our planet. The animals are alert; 
from the moment the sun rises, they’re waiting, 
ready to take advantage of all the opportunities 
that come with it. 

Jamaica Inn 
BBC1,9pm 

It’s Easter, so it should come as no surprise to find 
that the BBC is broadcasting a lavish costume 
drama. This time it’s an adaptation of Daphne Du 
Maurier’s novel Jamaica Inn, which stars former 
Downton Abbey resident Jessica Brown Findlay as 
Mary Yellan, who turns down a marriage proposal 
in favour of moving to Cornwall to live with her aunt 
Patience following her mother’s death. Patience 
runs Jamaica Inn with her bullying husband Joss, a 
hard-drinking smuggler, just one of many locals 
who seems to live outside the law. Mary falls for his 
brother, Jem, but after witnessing a murder, has a 
tough decision to make about whether to report 
what she has seen. 



TUESDAY 

The Big Allotment Challenge 
BBC2, 8pm 

Last week, Fern Britton kicked off The Big 
Allotment Challenge by introducing the nine pairs 
of gardeners whose skills were about to be put to 
the test. One duo fell by the wayside after failing to 
impress during flower-arranging and jam-making 
tasks, so when we catch up with the gang again, 
only eight pairs remain. This week, they have to 
grow the perfect runner beans and roses, then use 
their produce to create summer wreaths and 
relishes. But who will come out smelling of, erm, 
roses, and who will end up in a sticky spot? We’ll 
find out after horticultural expert Jim Buttress, 
floral designer Jonathan Moseley and food 
writer Thane Prince have offered their 
opinions on the contestants’ efforts. 


and tells her that he does want them to be together 
- but first they have to find a hiding place for Beth 
(Freya Mavor). 


WEDNESDAY 

Derek 

Channel 4,10pm 

Viewers and critics were unsure of Derek when it 
was commissioned by Channel 4. Could Ricky 
Gervais, a comedian and writer who had made his 
name with The Office and Extras, pull off a gentle 
sitcom about a man who may have learning 
difficulties? But what Gervais has created is a 
moving story about a group of people 
living on the margins of society, with 
Derek the glue holding them 
together. The second run picks up 
a year after we last saw Derek and 
his friends. He’s now fully 
reunited with his dad, who is 
moving into Broad Hill, the 
retirement home where Derek 
is a care worker. Tom and 
Hannah’s relationship seems 
to have become serious, 
but a new volunteer is 
set to rock the boat... 


THURSDAY 
Wanted: A 
Family of My 
Own 
ITV, 9pm 
Presenter Nicky 
Campbell is the 


New Worlds 


Channel 4, 9pm 

If you’re basing your knowledge of 
Charles II on Horrible Histories (and 
there are definitely worse places to get 
your information from), you may be 
under the impression that he was 
the king who brought back 
partying. But as this historical 
drama has shown, not all of his 


subjects felt like celebrating 
under his reign. In the final 
episode, there’s definitely a 
revolutionary spirit in the air in 
America as Ned (Joe Dempise) 
returns to Hope (Alice Englert), 


perfect choice for helming this new four-part series 
about the life-changing process of adoption - 
because he was adopted himself as a baby. For 
the purpose of this at times emotional programme, 
cameras have followed parents desperate to adopt, 
and the children who need families - so that we 
can gain a rare insight into adoption in Britain 
today, and the impact it has on the lives of those 
involved. In this first instalment, we hear Nicky’s 
story, before he meets Dan and Ania, who are 
desperate to adopt, and they receive information 
about two children needing a family. 

FRIDAY 

Weekend Escapes with Warwick Davis 
ITV, 8pm 

The actor takes his family to Norfolk, where they 
begin with a boat trip along the Broads, which are 
made up of more than 125 miles of waterways. Next, 
they cross the county to visit the seaside resort of 
Hunstanton, which gives Warwick the chance to 
participate in an RNLI training exercise. He then 
persuades his wife and children to have a go at 
milking sheep at nearby Bircham Windmill, before 
ending the weekend at a local amusement arcade. 

The Trip to Italy 
BBC2,10pm 

Steve’s assistant Kate joins him and Rob in Rome, 
where they also meet up with photographer 
Yolanda before visiting the Keats-Shelley Memorial 
House museum. They go on to their next 
restaurant, where Emma has a bit of news for 
them, and Rob and Steve compete with each other 
doing Marlon Brando impressions. 


BRIERLEY 
HILL 

CRYSTAL™ 

Pedmore Road, Brieriey Hill, 
West Midlands DY5 1TJ 

Tel: 01384 77701/77486 Fax: 01384 482580 
Email: sales@brierleyhillcrystal.co.uk 
www.brierleyhillcrystal.co.uk 



VISIT OUR FACTORY SHOP 


- Outlets for the Largest Selection 
of English Handmade Crystal in the 
Midlands with... 



STOURBRIDGE 
CRYSTAL GLASS CENTRE 

at the Famous Redhouse Glass 
Cone, Camphill, Words ley, 
Stourbridge DY8 4AZ 

01384 261777 
Sales at britishcrystal.co.uk 
Stockists of Royal Worcester, 
Portmeirion, Village Candle 
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01384 429 624 


www.westmidlandsstoves.com 
Showroom with 34 stoves on display. 
Selection of hearths & Hole in the 
wall fireplaces. Please call in to 
have a look around. 



Flue Liner Kits 
Available At 
Trade Prices... 


Unit 19 
Meeting Lane 
Ind. Estate 
Station Drive 
off Brettell Lane 
Brieriey Hill, DY5 3LB 
5 minute drive from 
Merry Hill Centre 


.mrTfflll. 


uSue coach holidays 


Newquay 

Polperro, Looe & St Ives 

Four nights dinner, bed & breakfast at the 
Godolphin Hotel 
Enjoy a fantastic value 
breakaway to the charming 
Cornish coast. Friendly, 
welcoming hotel with 
informal lounge bar and 
entertainment 
GET OUT AND ABOUT 

• St Ives 

• Looe & Polperro 


...LOTS MORE HOLIDAYS FROM JUST £49.95 

plus London Shows, Continental Tours & UK Seaside Breaks 

visit travelstyletours.co.uk 




GAJUJAV0 



For complete 
peace of mind 
and a friendly 
service, why not 
visit Gasway. 


For free expert advice and quotes on cookers, 
gas fires, fire surrounds and much more! 

20 Lower High Street, Stourbridge 
01384 372246 



Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 

01Q 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 3891281 


































Brain Gym 


No.269 


Double Crossword 
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PI 

Sudoku 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Resolute due to 
threats, perhaps 
(5-7) 

7. Not the best man in 
the stable? (5) 

8. A belief in sacred 
office (5) 

9. Boat propeller (3) 

10. Could you mend a 
broken skate with 
it? (9) 

11. Is hard, perhaps, 
but may be eaten 
( 6 ) 

12. Granting some 
misplaced ingenuity 
( 6 ) 

15. I’d put in now for 
a high position in 
society (9) 

17. A politician con¬ 
cerned in current 
affairs (3) 

18. A bonus for an ac¬ 
tor (5) 

19. Spring edition? (5) 

21. They help people 

grow better (5,7) 


Down 

1. Song part here dis¬ 
tributed to an office 
girl (12) 

2. Also comes to noth¬ 
ing (3) 

3. She and men get in¬ 
volved and become 
engaged! (6) 

4. He gets what’s com¬ 
ing to him (9) 

5. Yet quoted as odds 

(5) 

6. Swiss cantons, for 
example? (7,5) 

7. Blush when at¬ 
tacked by a bull (5) 

10. Use face stain to 
attract (9) 

13. I am a long time 
getting the likeness 
(5) 

14. Emotion felt when it 
appears to give you 
a break? (6) 

16. Come in and start 
the entertainment 
(5) 

20. The whole world 
finds it illuminating 
(3) 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Quibbling (12) 

7. Hail (5) 

8. Vagrant (5) 

9. Before (3) 

10. Defender (9) 

11. Not certain (6) 

12. End (6) 

15. Distress (9) 

17. Prohibition (3) 

18. String (5) 

19. Bend (5) 

21. Untimely (12) 


Down 

1. Indispensable condition 

( 12 ) 

2. Wrath (3) 

3. Choice (6) 

4. Assembly (9) 

5. Respond to stimulus (5) 

6. Fearful (12) 

7. Conjecture (5) 

10. Keep on striving (9) 

13. Tinge deeply (5) 

14. Athletics implement (6) 
16. Pretend (5) 

20. Manage (3) 
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Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 4 Service; 8 Italic; 9 Diluted; 
10 Little; 11 Entrap; 12 Sea-green; 18 Overpaid; 
20 Retain; 21 Opener; 22 Inflame; 23 Teases; 

24 Terrace. Down: 1 Airless; 2 Partial; 3 Tiller; 5 
Eminence; 6 Vaunts; 7 Caesar; 13 Economic; 14 
Garnish; 15 Address; 16 Seance; 17 Sailor; 19 
Ripped. QUICK - Across: 4 Discuss; 8 Openly; 

9 Asinine; 10 Clever; 11 Appeal; 12 Decision; 18 
Overcast; 20 Reveal; 21 Spring; 22 Quality; 23 
Dilate; 24 Degrade. Down: 1 Concede; 2 De¬ 
fence; 3 Alters; 5 Instance; 6 Canopy; 7 Sundae; 
13 Isolated; 14 Capital; 15 Stagger; 16 Refuse; 
17 Seller; 19 Repair. 


Do you organise events? 

Get your event listed on all the important sites and 
publications including The Guardian Guide, 

Time Out, The List and local press. 

Simple, free, and all in one place. 

to list your next event. 


W www.listora.me/2014 
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LOVE YOUR’ 
POSTCODE 

your estate agent 


86 Birmingham Street, Oldbury, B69 4EB 0121 544 9595 

Call today to arrange your free market appraisal 

VOTED IN THE TOP 1% OF UK ESTATE AGENTS FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE 

AIIAgents.co.uk 


Lapal Lane South, Halesowen 


Coles Lane, West Bromwich 


Well Lane, Walsall 


Doulton Drive, Smethwick 



Philip Victor Road, 


• Impressive Detached Five Bedroom Home 

• Double Garage 

• Spacious Ground Floor Living Areas 

• EPC Rating E 

£699,950 

Edwin Phillips Drive, W Brom 


• Two Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Master Bedroom With Fitted Wardrobes 

• EPC Rating E 

£108,000 

Dagger Lane, West Bromwich 


• Three Bedroom Semi Detached Property 

• Fully Refurbished Throughout 

• Modern Fitted Kitchen and Diner 

• EPC Rating C 

£97,950 

Park Road, Bearwood 


• Modern Five Bedroom Townhouse 

• Sleek integrated kitchen 

• Master bedroom with ensuite 

• EPC Rating D 

£218,000 

Navigation Way, Hockley 



Mckean Road, Oldbury 



• Downstairs W.C and Family Bathroom 

• EPC Rating E 

£249,950 


Thorncroft Way, Walsall 


• Four Bedrooms end terrace House 

• Extended Kitchen and Diner 

• Driveway to the front 

• EPC Rating D 

£120,000 
Blakeley Hall Road, Oldbury 



• Two Bedroom Modern Terrace Home 

• No Upward Chain 

• Fitted Kitchen and diner 

• EPC Rating B 

£99,950 

Ferguson Drive, Tipton TO LET 


• Four Bedroom Semi-Detached Home 

• Two Lovely Reception Rooms 

• Extended Fully Equipped Kitchen 

• EPC Rating D 

£249,950 
Summerton Road, 


• Three Bedroom End Terrace 

• Beautiful Modern Interior Throughout 

• Third Bedroom With En-Suite 

• EPC Rating E 

£164,950 

Umberslade Road, Selly Oak 


• Three Bedroom Semi Detached Townhouse 

• Ground Floor Kitchen and Diner 

• Garage and Driveway 

• EPC Rating D 

£162,950 

Ashes Road, Oldbury 


• Impressive Detached Four Bedroom Home 

• Spacious Well Appointed Ground Floor 

• Garage and Driveway 

• EPC Rating C 

£215,000 

Old Heath Road, Woverhampton 


• Three Bedroom Mid Terrace Home 

• Well Presented Through Lounge 

• Downstairs Shower room 

• EPC Rating tbc 

£87,950 

Pear tree Court, Off Newton Road 



• Two Bedroom Modern Apartment 

• Large Kitchen Area 

• Top Floor Apartment 

• EPC Rating C 

£495 + Fee Apply* 


• Modem Two Bedroom Apartment 

• Economy 7 Heating 

• Family Bathroom with Shower 

• Allocated Parking Space 

£550 Fees Apply* 


• Two Bedroom Semi-Detached House 

• Spacious Lounge/Diner 

• Eat-In Kitchen With Integrated Appliances 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

£695 + Fees Apply* 


• 4 Bedroom Detached Bungalow 

• Large Rear Garden 

• Double Bedrooms 

• Bathroom with Shower 

£795 + Fees Apply* 


• Semi-Detached Home in Wolverhampton 

• Spacious Kitchen/Diner 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Refurbished Family Bathroom 

£450 + Fees Apply* 


• Two Bedroom Apartment 

• Off Newton Road 

• Excellent Links To The City Centre 

• Large Lounge With Large Windows 

£550 + Fees Apply* 


9 




In our last 
6 months: * 

Average 
agreed 
sale (stc) 
of 13 weeks 


54% of stock 
accurately 
priced sold 

Averaging 
within 5% 
of the 

asking price 


No Sale/ 
No Fee 
No Upfront 
Costs 


A A 


Latoya Davis Maria Lopez Sukhi Chall 


AsifKola Catalina Lopez Bobby Singh Ken Parsons Laxmi Patel Krystell Marlow Asia AN 


Shinda Singh 


29 
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Lettings and Sales 


01384 277701 


KINGSWINFORD BRIERLEY HILL DUDLEY 



(Administration/application fees wi n apply) M a j n office; Select House 120 High Street, Amblecote DY8 4DA 
60a Manor Park, Kingswinford, West Midlands DY6 8AG 
www.selectsalesandlettings.com 



www.hallsgb.com 



“STONE 

COLLECTIVE SALE” 

THE GALLOPS, STANKLYN LANE 
Nr. KIDDERMINSTER, 
WORCS, DYIO 4AR 

Entries to date include:- 

Ford 2120 Tractor, Griffiths I0T Grain Trailer, 20’ Bale Trailer, Rekord 
Potato/Grain Elevator,Wright Raine Camerain 50/270 Reel Irrigator, 9’ 
MajorTopper, 16’ & 8’ Chain Harrows,8’ Flat Roll.Zweegers PZ Haybob, 
32’ Artie Trailer, New Holland 570 Conventional Baler, Yard Sweeper, 
Allman 825 12m Hydraulic Folding Sprayer, 8’ & 4’ Cambridge Rolls, 
Reco Twin Disc Fertiliser Spreader, New Holland 376 Conventional 
Baler, Dowdeswell 2050 Roto Spreader,Vicon 802 Fertiliser Spreader, 
12’ Galvanised Trailer, Bateson Stock Trailer, Ifor Williams Plant Trailer, 
Car Trailer,Twin Axle Car Trailer. 

SALE DAY: FRIDAY 25TH APRIL 2014 
SALE COMMENCES AT 10:15 AM 
(New Purchasers Require 
Proof of Identification) 

Please call 01562 820880 
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pritchard 


with McCartneys 


nhinrv; and 


COMING SOON - OUR NEXT PUBLIC 


chartered surveyors 
estate agents 
auctioneer; 


pm Wednesday 21st May 


MORE LOTS INVITED! 


East Street Kidderminster DY101SF | | Summer Road Kidderminster DY11 7JS | ] Areley Common Stourport DY13 ONG I I Trimpley Drive Kidderminster DY11 5LB 


A freehold Victorian mid terraced house arranged over 
three floors, requiring refurbishment and re-fitting. 
GROUND FLOOR: Living Room, Kitchen. FIRST FLOOR: 
Bedroom and Bathroom. SECOND FLOOR: Attic Bedroom. 
Outside there is a small garden which is NOT overlooked 
form the rear. Vacant possession upon completion. 
Immense further potential. Energy Rating E. 


A spacious two double bedroom semi-detached bungalow 
requiring a degree of refurbishment/repair. Living Room. 
Kitchen. Shower Room. Attic/Loft. Double Glazed. 
Part gas to radiator central heating. Good size plot. 
Energy Rating TBC 


A Victorian mid terraced cottage enhanced with a large 

modern wing extension. The property has a great position 
right in the heart of Areley Kings plus a large level garden 
extending to approximately 127 feet in depth. 2 Reception 
rooms, kitchen, bathroom, 2 double bedrooms, immense 
■ furtherjaDtential. Energy Rating D 


A 3-bedroom semi detached house having a south-east 
facing rear garden and being nicely located with a non¬ 
estate cul-de-sac position near to the Franche/Ferndale 
area of town, close to wide ranging local amenities and 
good local schools. Energy Rating E 


AUCTION GUIDE PRICE 

£90,000-£120,000 


78 High St. Bridgnorth Shropshire WV16 4DS I 31 Worcester St. Kidderminster Worcs DY10 1EQ 
Tel: 01746-767488 Fax:01746-767081 I Tel: 01562-822244 Fax:01562-825401 

email: bridgnorth@phippsandpritchard.co.uk I email: sales@phippsandpritchard.co.uk 

* ■ 1 'TH1 / . v 


1 High St. Stourport on Severn Worcs DY13 8DJ 
Tel: 01299-822060 Fax: 01299-827066 
email: stourport@phippsandpritchard.co.uk 


44 Teme St. Tenbury Wells Worcs WR15 8AA 

Tel: 01584 811999 Fax: 01584 819464 
email: tenbury@mccartneys.co.uk 


Kidderminster: Worcs; DY103AD 






_3 
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A very fine brand new 3-bed room Architect 
desianed bunaalow also havina a detache 




fmdesigned bungalow also having a detached double 
garage.The property stands particularly well on a large 
level plot, being set some 127 feet back from the kerbside 
and therefore offers brilliant parking plus also enjoys 
a high degree of privacy. 25ft Reception 
hall, cloakroom/wc, 20ft bay fronted 
living room, dining/family room 
with bi-fold door to the gardens, 
breakfast kitchen with island unit, 
utility room, 3 bedrooms (en suite shower room to master), 
bathroom, 10-year NHBC Guarantee. Rare Opportunity. Predicted 
Energy Rating B Artist Impression Shown 




Sandy Road, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY$ 3AH 


A very fine brand new individual detached house in a prime 
residential location with far reaching roof-top views plus a 
sunny west facing rear garden. Reception hall, bay fronted 
lounge/dining room, impressive dining kitchen with island 
unit, 'range' style cooker and amercian style fridge freezer, 

3 bedrooms (en suite shower room to master), house A 

bathroom, large garage with electric roller shutter 
door, 10 year NHBC guarantee, view quickly. 


Predicted Energy Rating B 

HB 


NHBC 


tHH 




NHBC 


MP€V€10PM€NTS 


Ltd 


Enquiries: STOURPORT OFFICE Tel: 01299 822060 


www.phippsandpntchard.co.uk 
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Halls 


Selling Once 
Selling Twice 


SOLDI 



• Short marketing period 

• Specific & widespread auction marketing campaign 

• Competitive bidding in a sales room environment 

• Price achieved often exceeds the vendor’s expectations 

• No chain - funds ready 

• Exchange of contracts following the fall of the hammer 
with a 10% deposit paid 

Successfully sold at Auction 



Our next sale is on 9th July 2014 
BEST WESTERN Stone Manor Hotel 
Call us for a free auction appraisal 


327 Hurcott Road, Kidderminster 



A wonderful property having been improved immeasurably and extended to create a 
fabulous detached character family home. Vacant possession. No onward chain. 

Internal Inspection recommended. 


• Detached and Extended 

• 4 Bedrooms with En-Suite 

• Modern Family Bathroom 

• Living & Dining Rooms 

• Living Kitchen Diner 

• Utility Room & Cloakroom 


• Ground Floor Office 

• In - Out Driveway 

• Large Garage & Useful Cellar 

• Enclosed Private Gardens 

• EPC = D 

OFFERS INVITED £285,000 




Little Oak, Far Forest, 
Worcestershire 

Little Oak is a wonderful detached country residence 
beautifully situated in this popular and convenient rural 
location combining contemporary living with traditional 
character features. 

• An Impressive Country Home 

• 4 Bedroom Detached 

• Bathroom & 2 Shower Rooms 

• 3 Reception Rooms & Ground Floor office 

• Generous Fitted Kitchen Diner 

• Gardens Approx 1 Acre, Tennis Court 

• Double Garage, Workshop 

• Garden Room/Office 

• EPC = F 

OFFERS INVITED £565,000 




Comberton Road, Kidderminster 


A beautifully presented and much improved detached 
family home set in this well thought of and popular 
residential location. 

• An Impressive Traditional Family Home 

• 4 Bedrooms 2 Bathrooms 

• Independent Annex 

• Living & Dining Rooms 

• Fitted Kitchen Utility Room & Cloakroom 

• Conservatory/Family Room 

• Parking & Double Garage 

• Generous Gardens 

• EPC = D 

OFFERS INVITED £469,950 




www.hallsgb.com 



| 

1 t rightmoMa-~* 1 

10 Offices including: 

Shrewsbury 

Bishops Castle | Ellesmere 

Oswestry 

Welshpool 

] Whitchurch 

























Greenhill Cottage, 
Prestwood 

A wonderful equestrian property comprising a detached and 
extended cottage full of character set in this popular and 
convenient semi rural location. 


• 4 Double Bedrooms 

• 4 Reception Rooms 

• Fitted Kitchen Diner, Laundry & 
Cloakroom 

• Detached Double Garage with 
Room Above 


• Further Double Garage 

• Gym with Shower Facility 

• Detached Stables & Bams 

• All Weather Menage, 7 Acre 
Paddocks 

• EPC = D 


PRICE ON APPLICATION 



Fletchers Farm, Mawley, 
Cleobury Mortimer 

A comfortable deceptively spacious 3 bedroom farmhouse 
situated in a delightful location having been extended and 
modernised to include a range of useful farm buildings and 
pasture fields situated in a most attractive rural location. 
14.53 Acres. 

EPC = E 


GUIDE £450,000 



Yew Tree Cottage, 
Prestwood 


A unique modern detached family home well situated for access 
for Stourbridge, Wolverhampton, Birmingham and surround set in 
a rural location with well-proportioned accommodation. 


• 4 Bedrooms 

• En-Suite Shower Room 

• Fitted Kitchen/Family Room 
(23*11 x 14’10 max) 

• Indoor Heated Swimming Pool 

• Gym Area 


• Detached Double Garage 

• Gardens and Paddock 

• Stables & Approximately 
1.5 Acres 

• EPC = F 


OFFERS INVITED £499,950 



Sutton Park Road, 
Kidderminster 

A substantial detached, traditional family home with generous and 
flexible accommodation over three floors being well situated in one 
of the most popular residential locations on the Western outskirts 
of Kidderminster and having recently been improved and updated. 


• Detached Family Home 

• 5 Double Bedrooms 

• Contemporary bathroom 

• 4 Reception Rooms 

• Ground floor Shower Room 


• Modem Fitted Kitchen Diner 

• Generous Private Plot 

• Detached Double Garage 

• Attached double garage & 
parking. • EPC = E 


OFFERS INVITED £455,000 



Blakebrook, 

Kidderminster 

A beautiful character family home in wonderful condition, having 
been extended and particularly well situated within one of 
Kidderminster’s most popular and sought after residential locations 


• 4 Bedrooms 

• 2 Bathrooms 

• Spacious Living and Dining 
Rooms 

• Fitted Kitchen & Cloakroom 


• Extended family room 

• Breakfast/Dining Area 

• Private Gardens 

• Generous Parking & Garage 

• EPC = E 


OFFERS INVITED £360,000 



Franche Road, 

Wolverley 

A much improved and extended detached family home situated 
in the much sought after village of Wolverley. 


• Detached & Extended House 

• 3 Double Bedrooms 

• 2 Bathrooms & Shower Room 

• Living Room & Dining Room 

• Reception Hall/Study 


• Large Breakfast Kitchen 

• Off Road Parking for Several 
vehicles 

• Private Gardens 

• EPC = D 


OFFERS INVITED £309,950 



Fairfield Lane, 
Wolverley 


A deceptively spacious detached and extended bungalow sitting 
within a generous plot with beautiful gardens and rural views, 
within this popular semi rural location. 

• Detached Bungalow • Beautiful and Generous Gardens 

• 3 Bedrooms 

• 2 Reception Rooms 

• Fitted Kitchen * Gara 9 e & Car Port 

• Bathroom • EPC = D 


• Fabulous Countryside Views 


Franche Road, 
Kidderminster 


A wonderful extended and much improved traditional detached 
family home well situated in this popular residential location with 
a fantastic private rear garden. Internal viewing a must. 


• Detached Extended 4 
Bedroomed Home 

• Family Bathroom 

• Separate Shower Room 

• Living Room 

• Play/Games Room 


• Modem Fitted Kitchen Diner 

• Utility Room & Cloakroom 

• Generous Gardens & Detached 
Garage 

• EPC = D 


OFFERS INVITED £309,950 


OFFERS INVITED £279,950 


Wolverhampton Road, 
Kidderminster 

A beautifully presented immaculate detached family home 
conveniently located in this elevated position. 


• 4 Bedrooms 

• 2 Bathrooms 

• 2 Reception Rooms 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Ground Floor Cloakroom 


• Private Gardens 

• Off Road Parking 

• Detached Garage 

• EPC = D 


OFFERS INVITED £235,000 


Kidderminster Office Tel: 01562 820880 


Worcester Office Tel: 01905 611066 


10 Offices including: 


Shrewsbury 


Bishops Castle 


www.hallsgb.com 

! Ellesmere S 


f rigrtimowe 


Oswestry 


Welshpool 


Whitchurch 
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Drivetime 


When going gets tough 


By Sharon Walters 

Hands up - we all make errors 
when driving. No-one, and I mean 
no-one, is perfect. 

Sometimes we are taken unawares and 
have to act pretty quick to get out of trouble. 
And, thank heavens, the majority of those er¬ 
rors are minor causing no more than a sharp 
foot on the brake or some evasive action. 

Quite often those errors can actually 
demonstrate how good the cars are which we 
are driving. 

Which is what happened to me when driv¬ 
ing the Vauxhall Insignia Country Tourer for the 
first time. A left turn over an adverse camber 
which proved tighter than I anticipated, meant 
for a moment I was half expecting to lose con¬ 
trol. But no, road-holding was excellent, main¬ 



ly due to the four-wheel drive system. This 
system, which underpins the Country Tourer 
version of the Insignia range, is an electron¬ 
ically-controlled set-up which automatically 
directs torque to the rear axle when it detects 
slippage, ensuring decent traction when the 
going gets a bit slippery. 

In normal road conditions, the car defaults 
back to front-wheel drive mode, which helps 
cut fuel consumption and emissions. Which 
means you don’t have to do anything except 
steer! The car easily coped with my actions 
and I felt totally in control - as I did when driv¬ 
ing it through mud-strewn and flooded roads 
in January. 

The car was the last addition to the re¬ 
vised Insignia range which hit our roads late 
last year. Like the rest of the revised Insignia 
range, the Country Tourer has the latest round 
of updates which have made this mid-sized 
Vauxhall one of the best-riding cars in its class. 

Better 

Damper and anti-roll bar settings have been 
revised for better ride and control, while the 
electronic power steering system has been 
reprogrammed for better feel. Noise, vibration 
and harshness levels have also been reduced. 

The 20mm of additional ride height also 
helps when tackling off-road tracks, although 
it’s worth remembering the approach and de¬ 
parture angles are still a little shallow, so it’s 
best not to get stuck into any terrain which 
looks a bit too rough. 

The Country Tourer gets two of the best en¬ 
gines in the Insignia line-up. Both are punchy 
2.0-litre CDTI units, a 163PS variant with start/ 
stop and a muscley 195PS BiTurbo unit. The 
163PS engine is available with either a six- 
speed manual or six-speed automatic trans¬ 
mission, and the BiTurbo comes with the auto¬ 
matic gearbox only. 



Despite its 0-62mph time of 9.9 seconds and 
130mph top speed, the Country Tourer BiTurbo 
can still achieve 42.8mpg on the combined cy¬ 
cle, with C02 emissions of just 174g/km. 

It certainly looks a capable beast too, with its 
signature Griffin grille, which is now wider and 
deeper, making the front styling distinctively 
Vauxhall. There’s coloured protective cladding 
on the side sills and lower body sections, which 
givs the wheel-arches a more pronounced, 
flared look. 

A final visual flourish is provided by distinc¬ 
tive front and rear light units. The headlamps, 
with embedded chrome accents, incorporate 
wing-style LED daytime running lights. This 
theme is repeated at the rear, with LED brake 
and taillights. It looks good from front, side and 
rear - and probably from above too. 

Build quality is good and inside there’s a high 


level of finish, with a dashboard computer dis¬ 
play usefully mimicking the central console. 

However the selection process for the many 
displays available is a little confusing and I was 
stuck in the wrong display for a time. I had to 
park up and practice going between each be¬ 
fore cracking the ‘code’. 

I also have to mention the excellent sound 
system, a must for a music fan like me. 

Another plus for me was the nifty electric 
boot lift which made putting shopping bags in 
so easy. There was no dumping the bags on to 
soggy ground and fiddling with a catch. 

Joining other Vauxhall 4x4s including the 
Mokka, Antara and a new Movano all-wheel 
drive van, the Country Tourer is the Luton-based 
manufacturer’s latest entry into the growing 
D-segment crossover sector. 

With ever-worsening British winters, there 


has been increased demand from customers 
wanting the robustness of an SUV combined 
with the convenience of a tourer body shape. 

“The Insignia Country Tourer is perfect for a 
winter holiday, on snowy roads, or simply when 
the going gets tough,” said Stuart Harris, Vaux- 
hall’s head of carline brand. “Even on urban 
roads its robust looks give it strong stand-out 
appeal.” It is also, as I found, a very comforta¬ 
ble car for normal day-to-day use, with the add¬ 
ed security of all-wheel drive for when the going 
gets a little tough. 

You can choose between two trim levels, 
Country Tourer, priced from £25,349 to £29,709 
on the road, and Country Tourer Nav, priced 
from £26,499 to £30,859 on the road. 

Crucially, entry-level Insignia Country Tourer 
Nav pricing undercuts that of key D-segment 
crossover rivals. 


EYE CANDY SWEET 
INCENTIVE 


LIFETIME 


WARRANTY 100,000 MILE 


ASTRA EXCITE 

Specification includes: alloy wheels. Bluetooth® connectivity, 
USB connectivity, LED daytime running lights. 


CORSA EXCITE 

Specification includes: heated front seats and steering wheel, 
alloy wheels, Bluetooth® connectivity, USB connectivity. 



™5YEARS 

FLEXIBLE FINANCE 


0 7 APR £2 000 

™ m VAUXHALL DEPOSIT 

#U REPRESENTATIVE CONTRIBUTION- 


CONTRIBUTION* 


NO 

DEPOSIT 

REQUIRED BY YOU 


A YEAR’S 

I FREE INSURANCE 


ON SELECTED CORSA MODELS* 


T Wall Garages 
Kingswinford 
01384672909 


Dudley Motor Company 
West Midlands 
01384 454100 


Halesowen Motor House 
West Midlands 
0121 462 2916 


Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 

01384 672918 


m 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): Urban: 14.4 (19.6) - 76.3 
(3.7), Extra-urban: 27.4 (10.3) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 85.6 (3.3). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 88g/km. # 


Available on selected models only, at participating Retailers. Finance subjectto status. Terms and Conditions apply. Applicants n 
only, excluding B2B supported units). All other customers are excluded. **Vauxhall Deposit Contributions vary and exclude ce 
offer available on Corsa models (excluding Expression, S, Sting, Design and VXR). The offer will cover the full premium for drive 
by Ageas Insurance Ltd. Other insurance specific Terms and Conditions apply. Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime owm 


-ived. #0fficial EU-regulated tf 


ust be 18 or over. Finance supplied by Vauxhall Finance, P0 Box 6666, Cardiff, CF157YT. Offer will apply to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1- 24 (purchase 
tain models. Corsa Excite excluded from Vauxhall Deposit Contribution. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/offers or contact your local Vauxhall Retailer for details. :|:First year insurance 
■s aged between 21-75 (motor policy only). Drivers must have held a valid full UK licence for a minimum ofl year. Only available through Vauxhall Insurance. Policies are underwritten 
rship of first registered keeper, 100,000 mile limit. Terms and Conditions apply. Offers available on orders or registrations between 2 April and 1 July 2014. We can introduce you to a 


n purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, 
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Spring offers on Suzukis 


Suzuki has chosen to put a 
spring in car buyers’ steps 
with Alto, Splash, Swift and 
SX4 available under the 
brand’s highly successful 
VAT-free campaign; which 
will run until the end of June. 

The popular Alto SZ model will 
continue to be available from £5,999 
which represents a £1,200 customer 
saving on list price. Splash 1.0-litre 
SZ2 is available from £7,999, Swift 1.2 
SZ2 three door at £8,999 and the SX4 
1.6 SZ3 available for £10,495. 

Suzuki is also continuing its flexible 
PCP (Personal Contract Purchase) 
offers until the end of June. Alto SZ 
is available for a deposit of £869 fol¬ 


lowed by one payment of £125 then 
41 monthly payments of £99 with the 
option to pay a final balloon payment 
of £2,235 at the end of the agreement 
to keep the car. 

Moving up the small car range to the 
Splash SZ2 1.0-litre, the latest PCP of¬ 
fer has a low deposit of £929 followed 
by 48 monthly payments of £125 and 
an optional final payment of £2,883. 

The good news also continues for 
Swift buyers; as an example, the SZ2 
three door at £8,999 remains available 
for a deposit of only £156 followed 
by 42 monthly payments of £156 and 
an optional final payment of £3,683. 
The PCP offers include the latest 
model Swift 1.3 DDiS which has C02 
emissions of just lOlg/km and offers 
72.4mpg on the combined cycle. 


The SX4 S-Cross range is available 
from £14,999 and there are a range 
of finance options to help buyers find 
a payment option that suits them; in¬ 
cluding a new enhancement on Drive- 
plan PCP making all DDiS models 
available for the same deposit and 
monthly payment as an equivalent 
petrol version. 

Taking the 1.6 petrol SZ3 model 
as an example with its high standard 
specification, Suzuki is offering a low 
rate PCP of 4.9 per cent APR with 
£2,999 deposit, 42 monthly payments 
of £185 and optional balloon payment 
of £5,757. Move up the range to the 
SZ4 with Dual Zone automatic air con¬ 
ditioning, Bluetooth connectivity, front 
fog lamps and rear privacy glass as 
standard and payments are £10 per 



✓Kerbed alloys 


Express Repairs for jy 
Minor Accident Damage 


/Paintwork scratches 

Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 14 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 


✓Dented panels 


VALLEY 
IND. ESTATE 


ChipsAway \ 


✓Bumper scuffs 


Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 



USED CAR SPRING CLEARANCE C 


02/02 JAGUAR X-TYPE 2.5 4-dr. Silver, 62,000 miles. NOW £3195 

07/07 CITROEN Cl 1.0 VIBE 3-dr. Red, 56,000 miles. NOW £3650 

06/56 CITROEN C3 1.4 DESIRE 5-dr. Blue, 34,000 miles. NOW £3650 

10/60 CHEVROLET SPARK 1.2 LS 5-dr. Blue, 38,000 miles. NOW £3995 

03/53 JAGUAR X-TYPE 2.0 V6 SE Automatic 4-dr. 

Blue, 45,000 miles. NOW £3995 

07/07 RENAULT CLIO 1.2 EXTREME 3-dr. Silver, 40,000 miles. NOW £4095 

08/08 TOYOTA AYGO 1.0 PLATINUM 5-dr. Silver, 63,000 miles. NOW £4095 

07/07 RENAULT SCENIC 1.6 DYNAMIQUE 5-dr. Blue, 

10,000 miles only. NOW £4750 

07/07 RENAULT MODUS 1.5 DCi DYNAMIQUE 5-dr. 

Silver, 29,000 miles. NOW £4750 

07/57 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 BREEZE 3-dr. Silver, 46,000 miles. NOW £4750 

08/58 VAUXHALL AGILA 1.2 DESIGN 5-dr. Silver, 29,000 miles. NOW £5150 

07/57 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 DESIGN 5-dr. Blue, 49,000 miles. NOW £5250 

08/58 PEUGEOT 308 1.4 VTi S 5-dr. Black, 31,000 miles. NOW £5450 

07/57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 VTi SPORT 5-dr. Grey, 51,000 miles. NOW £5500 

11/61 PEUGEOT 107 URBAN 3-dr. Silver, 32,000 miles. NOW £5695 

08/08 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 BREEZE 5-dr. Blue, 38,500 miles. NOW £5995 

09/09 HYUNDAI 130 1.6 CDi COMFORT Automatic 

Grey, 29,000 miles. NOW £6995 

11/60 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 SPORT 3-dr. Black, 22,000 miles. NOW £6995 

10/10 MINI ONE 1.4 3-dr. Blue, 35,000 miles. NOW £8495 


10/60 RENAULT CLIO 1.5 DCi PRIVILEGE TOM TOM 5-dr 

Blue, 22,000 miles . NOW £8495 

12/12 PEUGEOT BIPPER TEPEE 1.3 HDi OUTDOOR Automatic 

Silver, 6,000 miles . NOW £8695 

10/10 MINI COOPER 1.6 3-dr. White, 24,000 miles . NOW £9195 

07/57 MERCEDES SLK 200 Automatic 2-dr Convertible 

Silver, 38,000 miles . NOW £13,495 

08/08 FIAT 500 1.2 LOUNGE 3-dr. Blue, 51,000 miles . NOW £6495 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 

09/09 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT T200 Van 

White, 41,000 miles (NO VAT) . NOW £6295 

07/07 VW CADDY 2.0 SDi Van. Blue, 55,000 miles (NO VAT) . NOW £6495 

12/61 VAUXHALL COMBO 1.7 CDTi Van. White, 29,000 miles. ...NOW £7195+VAT 
12/62 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2900 SPORTIVE LWB Van 

Silver, 21,000 miles . NOW £12,250+VAT 

13/13 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2900 SPORTIVE LWB Van 

Silver, 17,000 miles . NOW £13,000+VAT 

12/62 VW TRANSPORTER T28 SWB 102PS Van 

White, 13,000 miles . NOW £13,650+VAT 

13/13 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2900 SPORTIVE LWB Van 

Silver, 7,500 miles . NOW £13,650+VAT 


VVa.. Please contact 

High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford, DY6 8XB Craig Silwood 

Telephone: Ol 384 288333 www.twall.co.uk 
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C-Class is now 

making its mark 


By Andy Enright 


The Mercedes C-Class has 
grown up a little, and in doing so 
has become a force to be reck¬ 
oned with. 

The latest Mercedes-Benz C-Class 
range offers more space, an interior 
that’s leagues ahead of its prede¬ 
cessor, the option of air suspension 
and some very slick infotainment and 
technological features. 

The C-Class ought to have been all that 
the company knows about luxury saloons 
distilled into a smaller form, but for many 
years it was instead a car that was short on 
quality and long on price tag. 

The 2007 model repaired much of 
its reputation and the subsequent 2011 
facelift brought even more features and 
better efficiency, but in this country, the 
C-Class always lagged a distant third in the 
compact executive sales charts behind the 
BMW 3 Series and the Audi A4. 

Much has changed in the interim though. 
The introduction of a smaller four-door sa¬ 
loon, the CLA, has allowed the C-Class to 
become a bit bigger and a good deal more 
luxurious. The latest car is a fresh design 
from the ground up and it shows. 

Although there will doubtless be a turbo¬ 
charged AMG tarmac-tearer in the works, 


‘This is where a 
good deal of the 
development 
budget has been 
spent’ 


the C-Class has for some time been, and 
will continue to be, focused on comfort and 
refinement. 

It’s clear this is where a good deal of 
the development budget has been spent 
in differentiating this generation car from 
the BMW 3 Series, the Audi A4 and the 
much-improved Lexus IS. 

To that end, it’s the first car in its class 
to offer air suspension. This comes with an 
Agility Select switch which allows the driv¬ 
er to select between Comfort, ECO, Sport, 
Sport-i- and Individual settings. 

The diesel engines include a 2.1-litre 
C220 BlueTEC unit good for 170PS, plus 
you can talk to your dealer about feebler 
C200 BlueTEC and pokier C250 BlueTEC 
offerings. Petrol-wise, there’s a 184PS 
C200 unit. Granted, it’s not a very wide 
range of engines to duke it out with BMW 


and Audi but expect more exciting options 
to arrive in due course. 

The C300 BlueTEC Hybrid combines a 
four-cylinder 204PS diesel engine with a 
compact 27PS electric motor and looks in¬ 
teresting, as does the prospect of a plug-in 
hybrid model. In the here and now, there’s 
a choice of two six-speed manual trans¬ 
missions or an improved version of the 
7G-Tronic automatic gearbox. The elec¬ 
tromechanical Direct Steer system is also 
fitted as standard. 

Looking at the exterior of this C-Class, 
you’d be forgiven for thinking that this was 
the most conservative of styling directions. 
Any notionally car-literate person would be 
able to tell you it was a Mercedes C-Class, 
even if they’d never clapped eyes on the 
thing before. It’s tidily executed, with hints 
of the latest S-Class in its detailing. 

Drop inside and you’ll see where this 
Mercedes differentiates itself. It’s radically 
different to its predecessor with a broad 
centre console swooping between the 
front occupants. 

Prices for the C200 petrol start at around 
£27,000, while for a C200 BlueTEC diesel, 
you’ll pay from around £29,500. There are 
three trim levels, SE, Sport and AMG Line. 

Expect to find pricing very slightly above 
obvious rivals but the downsized engines 
balance that out to some extent. One 
thing’s for sure. Mercedes hasn’t done 
things by halves here. This C-Class is one 
to watch. 







T WALL GARAGE 


USED CAR 
SPRING 
CLEARANCE 


Due to our record amount of 
new car sales, we are running 
a part exchange clearance 

£1.5 MILLION OF USED 
VEHICLES ON SITE 

THESE OFFERS WON’T LAST LONG! 

High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford DY6 8XP 

01384 288333 

www.twall.co.uk 





OakGarag 

since 1971 




.co.uk 


Citroen: Retail 

11 C3 1.6 HDI Exclusive Grey 46k £7,495 

60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI Airdream Blue 27k £8,295 

10 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI Exc Blue 27k £7,995 

61 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Grey 14k £8,995 

11 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 23k £7,995 

11 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Silver 22k £8,295 

60 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Blue 45k £9,995 

59 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Silver 12k £9,695 

11 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+Red 9k £11,495 

07 C4 G Picas 1.6 VTR+ HDI EGS Gold 60k £5,795 

07 C6 2.7 HDI Lignage Auto Silver 80k £6,495 

Ford 

11 C-Max 1.6 Zetec Blue 12k £9,995 

09 Focus 1.6 Style Estate Grey 29k £6,595 

09 Focus 1.6 Zetec Silver 14k £7,995 

09 Fusion 1.4 TDCI Zetec Blue 48k £5,995 

Nissan 

60 Cube 1.6 Kaizen Silver 31k £6,695 

61 Juke 1.6 DIG-T Tekna White 12k £13,495 

60 Micra 1.2 Visia Auto Silver 12k £7,295 

08 Note 1.6 Acenta Auto Silver 48k £4,995 

60 Note 1.5 DCI N-Tec Red 3 lk £7,995 

10 Note 1.6 N-Tec Auto Black 19k £7,495 

11 Qashqai 1.5 DCI Acenta Grey 26k £12,495 

11 Qashqai 1.6 Acenta Black 25k £11,495 

60 Qashqai 1.6 Acenta Caffe Latte 26k £10,995 

Peugeot 

58 207 1.6 S Auto Estate Silver 33k £5,495 

10 3008 1.6 HDI Active Red 16k £8,795 

11 3008 1.6 HDI Exclusive EGS Grey 37k £10,995 

11 3008 1.6 HDI Sport Grey 25k £10,495 

61 308 1.6 HDI Access 5dr Grey 15k £8,995 

60 308 1.6 VTI S 120 Auto Silver 5k £7,995 

58 Horizon 1.4 Silver W/Chair Access Ramp 30k £5,295 

View more at 


Renault 

60 Gr Modus 1.6 Dynam Auto Silver 10k 
60 Kangoo 1.6 Expression Auto Grey 4k 
05 Megane 1.4 Dynamique 50k 
58 Modus 1.2 Dynamique Blue 14k 
60 Scenicl.5 DCI Expression Gold 27k 
Vauxhall 

07 Astra 1.8 Life Auto Blue 39k 
60 Astra 2.0 CDTI SRI Auto Grey 16k 
58 Corsa 1.4 Design Auto Silver 48k 
07 Corsa 1.2 Club 3dr Gold 32k 
07 Meriva 1.4 Life Silver 31k 
12 Meriva 1.4 SE Brown 15k 
11 Meriva 1.4 SE Brown 25k 
60 Meriva 1.4 SE Brown 3k 
60 Meriva 1.4 SE Turbo 138 Grey 26k 
60 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Silver 31k 
11 Zafira 1.7 CDTI Exc Blue 34k 
Other 

60 Audi A3 1.6 Technik SE S/Bk Auto Grey 34k 
08 BMW 525i SE Auto 4dr Green 77k 

57 Chevrolet Kalos 1.4 SX 5dr Grey 52k 
03 Daihatsu Terios 1.3 Sport Blue 58k 
06 Fiat Gr Punto 1.2 Active 3dr Red 45k 

58 Jaguar X-Type 2.0 D S Silver 62k 

60 Kia Soul 1.6 Tempest CRDI Auto Silver 36k 
02 Mini One 1.6 Yellow 78k 

54 Mitsubishi L200 2.5TD 4Life 4WD Silver 73k 
03 Clio 1.4 Expression Blue 46k 

55 Toyota Corolla 1.4 VVTi T2 Silver 72k 

Available to Order 

11 Fiesta 1.6 Zetec 5dr Available to Order From 
11 Focus 1.6 Zetec Available to Order From 
11 Corsa Man/ Auto Available to Order From 
11 Zafira Exclusiv Available to Order From 


Retail 

£6,795 

£6,795 

£2,995 

£4,795 

£7,495 

£3,795 

£9,995 

£4,995 

£4,495 

£4,295 

£8,995 

£7,995 

£8,495 

£7,995 

£7,295 

£8,495 

£11,995 

£8,995 

£2,995 

£2,995 

£3,295 

£7,995 

£7,995 

£2,995 

£4,995 

£2,495 

£3,795 

Retail 

£8,795 

£8,995 

£7,995 

£8,995 


oakgarage.co.uk 



Oak Gara 


V 

Argos ^^^^^Jebenhams 
car park^^^^^^ar Park 


Contact Us Today 

Tel: 01384 75097 

or: 07747 633 329 (until 8pm) 

for further details and part exchange valuations 
see our website: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I -2, Sterling Park, Merry Hill, DY5 ITB 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 






































Local Specialists 


Double Glazing 


Electricians 


LUKE’S AERIALS 
STOURBRIDGE 
01384 351949 

DIGITAL AERIALS from £49 

TUNNING & SET UP from £20 
REPAIRS REMOVE AERIAL from £29 


(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 2 rooms £80 
(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 4 rooms £120 


liimms 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Roman -Curtains 
-Vertical -Awnings 
-Roller -Shutters 
-10% off thermally efficient Shut¬ 
ters and outdoor awnings! 

- 40% off Conservatory roof blinds! 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384886162/01902 500204 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


Bathrooms 


JUST BATHROOMS 

Fully designed bathrooms 

Easy access adaptation 
All work guaranteed & insured 
a • Plumbing • Tiling 
• Plastering 
• Electrics 
OAP discounts available 

CHRIS 07791253679 
OR 01384 355230 - FREE QUOTES 



Domestic or commercial 
painting & decorating 


Mike Atherton Design 

will help you achieve what you want. 

As painting and decorating contractors our small but 
experienced team can provide services such as painting or 
wallpapering ceilings and walls in your home, along with much 
more involved refurbishments where larger works may need to 
be carried out. 

We can also apply these skills to provide commercial decorating 
services for pubs, clubs, bars and offices. No matter your 
needs, we can help you. 

Call Mike on 07780 676070 
www.MikeAthertonDesign.co.uk 
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PJ LEE BUILDERS 


All Building Work Undertaken 

• Extensions 

• All Roofing Work 

• UPVC Fascias & Windows 


FREE QUOTES 

07769667248 01384 423625 



"TT 


mfa 


pra 

20 Years 
experience. 

All aspects 
of carpentry 
inc: 

Stairs, Kitchens, Decking & 
Fascias, Loft Conversions 

For a free quote call 

07812 125353 
01384 412933 


s 

peci 

ial 

ist of the Week 


POINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured M 

0.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 S6I 1881 
or 07532 200591 




Misled Sealed Units? 

Contact us for a free quote! 

Tel 01384 566100 

Email: quotations© (B96JR 

blackcountryglazing.com m****** 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 USsf I* 


Computers 




ComnuterSeruice' 


146 Brett< 


Telephone 24 hours 

(01384) 392571 

tell Lane, Amblecc 


cote, Stourbridge DY8 4BA 




DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

< yAA/^<X4' 
ALL INDOOR CLEANING 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 
VACCUMING, 
SWEEPING/DUSTING, 
POLISHING ETC. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
FREE QUOTES 
DUDLEY, PENSNETT, 
KINGSWINFORD AND 
SURROUNDING AREAS 

07539 264136 
07885 858336 
01384 823818 



XBox 360 & PS3 repair now available 
• PC/Laptop Repairs, 

Upgrades and New Systems 
• Health Checks and Anti-Virus Software 

• Local Call-Out Service • Wide Range of Peripherals 
• Open Mon - Thurs 0900 - 1730, Fri 0900- 1700, Sat 1000 - 1600 

Website: www.computerserviceltd.co.uk 
Email: info@computerserviceltd.co.uk 



Black Country 
Computer Services 

• Laptop Repairs • Desktop Repairs 

• Virus Removal • Computer Sales 

PC Health Checks £9.99 

www.blackcountrycomputerservice.com 

01384 359748 07984433477 


Painting & Decorating 
Property Maintenance 
Professional, Friendly 
& Reliable Service, 

Fully Insured, 20 Years Experience 

For A Free Quote Call: 
07780 676070 
01384 831503 


www.MikeAthertonDesign.co.uk 


AM ELECTRICAL *3 
SERVICES l£=3 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Part Rewires / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades / ShewW Extra Sockets 
PATTestingrSafety Reports 
CCTV / Burgular Alarms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 2370 
07785 781652- 


ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 
ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN & FINISHED TO 
THE HIGHEST STANDARD 


Call Dan on: 
eie 01384 263357 
?!£!£ Q or 07866 886364 


-I: 


DJB Electrical Contractors Ltd 

We are NIC EIC approved electrical company and 
also TRUST MARK and PART P registered. 

All our electricians are CRB checked. 

24 hour 7 days a week call outs 
We cover Domestic, Commercial, Industrial 
• Landlord reports / testing and certification 
• Rewires • Fuse board up grades 
• Energy efficient led lighting for your home and business 

• Internal / external lighting • Shower replacements 

• Additional sockets • Intruder / cctv systems 

• Check out our great reviews on checkatrade.com 

T: 0121647 7087 T: 01384 881017 
M: 0790 090 3000 

E: Darren@djbelectricalcontractors.co.uk 

+— . +- 


ACCURATE ELECTRICAL 
Free Quotes 

Reliable, Friendly and Professional Service 
Rewires • Extensions • New Circuits etc. 
References Available 
Call Adam 
07804097023 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 
local service call: 


mbelectric. co. uk I 


Specialist in: 

• Patios • Brickwork • Block Paving 
Fencing • Turfing and all other 
types of ground work 

Established 20 years 


01562 604 53 
07710 236 754 

www.kj-landscaping.co.uk 


LOCK 

PROBLEMS 

UPVC, Yale, Chubb, etc? 
Lost keys? Broken door 
locks? Window and door 
security locks changed, 
fitted, upgraded. 

Tony Lane 01384354344 
07540 380140 




Handyman 


Jason Oakley 

GENERAL HANDYMAN 

Plumbing, Bathroom & Kitchens, Tiling, Roofing, 
UPVC Windows, Doors Fitted and Supplied to 
Carpentry Work to Unfinished DIY projects 

For a friendly and reliable 
service call 07964 707950 

f\lt mv-osiM*, 

f Find us on Facebook at JSO Building Services 


Midlands Handyman 

for Home Improvements 


e.g. • Flat pack furniture • Curtain and blind hanging • Felting 
sheds • Changing locks • Painting and decorating • Putting up 
shelves • Putting in upvc double glazing windows 
• Laying of ceramic/laminate floors • Hanging doors 
• ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES • NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Call Simon for a FREE Quote 

0121 679 8968 / 07988 263578 
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Fencing 


Fencing 


Gardening 


Paving 


J[|obins fflimbef 

IrzT ] company 

FENCING PANELS While Stocks Last... Call for Details! 


SHEET MATERIALS 
AND DIY SPECIALIST 

• SKIRTING • ARCHITRAVE • CLADDING 
• INTERNAL DOOR CASES • DECKING • TRELLIS 
• STAIR PARTS * ROUGH SAWN & PLANED TIMBER 
• GREEN MINERAL FELT * PHONE ORDERS WELCOME 
• GARDEN SLEEPERS * WOODEN PLANTERS 
• BIRD TABLES • CHIMNEAS 


OPEN 7.30 AM-5 PM (MON-FRI) 8.30-1 PM (SAT) 10 AM-12.30 PM 
(SUN) CLOSED, CLOSED EASTER MONDAY 

CANALSIDEIND ESTATE, WEDGBURY WAY BRETTELL LANE, 
BRIERLEY HILL, DY5 3JZ 

tel: 01384 78857 

email: R0BINSTIMBER@BTC0NNECT.C0M 


ABBKDIRECT 

TIMBER SUPPLIES LTD 





Large Savings on: 

o Skirting o Architrave o Planed and Sawn Timber 
o Sheet Material o Fencing 


Contact Paul on 


OM 7 M 1 H tHlOl IBHQ1 


V. 


Unit 6 Ideal Works, Hayes lane,Lye, Stourbridge, DY9 8RE 
paulcollins@abbydirecttimber.co.uk 


J 


Specialist of the Week 


Morgan Electrics 

• Has your cooker 
stopped working? 

• Has your vacuum 
stopped sucking? 

• Morgan Electrics 
are your local repair 
specialists. 

We are a local family business, based in Market Street 
Stourbridge. We are qualified electricians, with over 30 
years experience and are always on hand in store to offer 
help and advice. 

We supply domestic appliances, and stock an extensive 
range of spare parts for most appliances. Pop in and see 
us, we would love to see you. 

10 Market Street, 
Stourbridge DY8 1AD 

01384 443399 

Email: morgan.electrics@btconnect.com 


STOURBRIDGE Chronicle 



WOODSTOCK 

TIMBER 

SUPPLIES LTD 


Large stocks of sawn timber | 
P.S.E. & Sheet Materials 
Decking & Accessories 



Contact Nigel or Dave 
Old Bush Street, Off Level 
Street, Brierley Hill, 

West Midlands 
Tel: 01384 572541 
I Fax: 01384 481756 


Fencing ft Cates 


« 


All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call 8tava on 


01384 242891 or 07970 300586 


Helping Hands 

GARDENING 

SERVICES 

Grass Cutting, Hedges, 
Lawns, Jet Washing, 
Regular Lawn Cutting 
Full Professional Service 
For Free Quote Call Paul On 

01384 828697 
07906 04.7351... 


Tidy Gardens 

For All Your 
Gardening 
Maintenance 
Free Quotes 
Call Mike 

07773 943889 


Morgan 

Electrics 

COOKER 

REPAIRS 

• Free Callout 

• 15 Years Experience 

•All Repairs Guaranteed 12 Months 

• Built In, Free Standing, 

Cookers, Ovens & Hobs 

• Sales, Service & Repairs 

• Covering All Of West Midlands 

• Domestic Appliance Sales 

10 Market Street, 
Stourbridge DY8 1 AD. 

01384 
443399V 



Loft Ladders 


The LoFt Ladder Ulan# 


Loft Ladders £1 20 
fitted from 


inclusive 

New or enlarged hatches 
T & G Flooring, Lighting 

Call Luke on 

07779 118807 or 
01384 833025 


MW 

n 


ROWAN TREES GARDEN SERVICES 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped Mungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Age concern & Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 



m 


Z\ 


Professional Tree Services 
• Crown Reduction/Lifts • 

• Felling • Stump Grinding • 

• 24 hour Emergency Call Out • 
Free Quotations • Fully Insured • 
T: HNPTC Qualified 
Local authority 
approved contractor 
All work carried out 
to BS3998 
www.timbertim.com 
Enquiries@timbertim.com 

01384 78559 

BRIERLEY HILL 




Hiuts free Services 




9B t * *"•••• • ^ 

jm 1i' f.W VIWIfr 

■H ■••Mruiww 


if rsu mi«i 
di.co uk 


QUARRY BANK FENCE & 
GARDEN COMPANY 


New Wall? 

New Lawn? 

New Garden? 

Patios, Turfing, Fencing Repairs, 


Please call for a FREE QUOTE 

01384 594071 07561 391492 


i 


MAN & VAN 
For Hire 


HOUSE / OFFICE 
CLEARENCES 
No Job to Big or Small 


07773 943889 


DECOR 

Do You Mood A Plasterer, 


TELEPHONE FRED FOR A RELIABLE 
AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Fully insured 

Free quotes and advice on: 

07904 441412 DAYTIME 
01384 572371 ■ after 6pm 



DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee Un All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 1384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 


Pets Corner 




4 PETS WHO 
KNOW A 
|<jOODTHIN<j! 

For all your pet 

GROOMING 
REQUIREMENTS AT 
AFFORDABLE PRICES! 

gBBmE 


CallGary OI 384 891008/ 
07557 648100 


2 17 High Street, lye, DY9 8JX 


Email: poshkutz.gf@googlemail.com 


Plumbing & Heating 


R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 

- All General Plumbing Undertaken 

| •Bathrooms Suites 
v t • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 

J • Outside Taps Fitted 

• Leaks Repaired 

• PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


Gall Richard: 07902 557 496 



J. M. 

tibing & T 


Plumbing & Tiling 


From Dripping Taps to a Complete Bathroom Overhaul 
Bathrooms, Wall and Floors Tiled 
Kitchens Supplied and Installed 

FREE PLANNING AVAILABLE 

FREE QUOTES 


No job too small - No call out charge 

Tel: Jim 01384 350461 07861 450491 
jmplumbing@mail. com 

SIN HEATING SOLUTIONS 

Complete central heating installation 
A Rated (Combi boiler, 7 rads) from £1900 
LPG Work Now Being Undertaken 
A Rated Boiler Change from £950 
Tank System to Combi Boiler from £1100 

Tel:0/8I4 881504 
30TT7 MO OBLIGATION • FREE QUOTE 
































































































































Local Specialists 
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Plumbing & Heating 


Roofing 


Electrical Goods 



CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS 

♦ Bathroom fitting and tiling 

♦ Service and repairs 

♦ Free quotations 

♦ Fast friendly service /Sc 1TG 


BG Plumbing & lleoling 


Boiler & Central Heating 
Repair & Service 
Boiler, Fires & Cooker 

Installation f 


Pi-.- 


Plumbing Repairs 
and Alterations + 


No Call Out Fee 

07826 070600 


Gas Safe Registered 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


ROB’S 


RUBBISH 


A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs 1 

NO PROBLEM lESi 

We load, ) 

No Skips R— 

Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 
Garage, Fridges, White 
Goods, House Clearances 

0121 5006033 

07938 207122 




m 


ALL ROOF 


REPAIRS 

I Chimneys and ridges 
repointed 

I Gutters cleaned, gas 
cowls supplied and fitted 
I No job too small 
I All work guaranteed 
I Discount for OAPs 


01384 484434 



A.B.S 



Roofing and Building 

3rd generation ramily business 
We will beat any ‘like for like’ quote! 

No money up front 

Registered installers of Fibreglass Roofing 
systems and uPVC Fascia, Soffit, Gutters 
Insurance backed guarantees jj* 

Fully insured with £100,000 indemnity JU4 

01384 849090 S 

07895 672594 



ROOFING 

SERVICES 


F. i'.: \ 1 U'ctrnlux 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 

SPECIAL OFFERS 


on all UPVC Fascias, 
Gutters, New Roofs/ 
Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Insurance work 
undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 



\WCoJpbaJL* 

jK. Appliance Centre 

£ 


Cash n carry EC®] ID tHH GMHB Fast delivery 


HIDMTOPJBIMHIDS 



Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


IMBRICES 


Roofing 
Contractors 


Warehouse Salop Street, Kingswinford Centre 

Macrome Road, Claregate WV6 9HD Wolverhampton Centre WV30RX DY69JL 

01902 752764 01902 429060 01384 271812 


www.capitalappliances.co.uk 


Est 30 Years 

Special Offer High performance flat roofing 
25 year Guarantee 

Fibre Glass Roofing, Re-Roofng, 
Slating UPVC Fascias, Gutters cleared £ / 5 
Repairs £15 

Special Offer on Security Lights, 
Alarm Systems & Electricals 
Free Estimates 

01384 591826 / 07773-001859 


CHRONICLE 




TEESB 


STOURBRIDGE CHRONICLE? 


You will reach over 56,000* readers each week , covering 
Stourbridge , Brierley Hill , Wordsley , Quarry bank , Lye , 
Wollaston , Amblecote and Hagley. 

You can do all this from as little as £10.50+vat per week 


‘source Jicreg 1.10.2013 


Roofix Roofing 

Flat; roofing specialists 


All types of flat roofing systems 
Tiling Work, Fascia, Soffits and Guttering 
Chimney Repointing, Free Quotations 


FOR MORE DET AILS CA LL A MEMBER OF 

THE STOURBRIDGE SALES TEAM ON 0 1 5 8 4* 5 9 99 0 5 | 

AND LET US HELP YOU MOVE YOUR BUSINESS FORWARD IN 2014. 


Tel: 01S02 560092 
Mobile: 07952 442017 
www. roofixwm. co. u k 


Part of Express & Star Ltd 


MNA Media 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, April 17, 2014 












































































Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, April 17, 2014 


40 


ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


Wombourne 

Funeral Services 

3rd Generation 
Family Business & 
Monumental Masons 


24hr Personal Service 
Private Chapels of Rest 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 



Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Brierley Hill 0138477098 
Kingswinford 01384 296683 
Hagley 01562 888041 

www.nedowning.co.uk 



Wordsley 

Memorials 


A complete 
monumental service 

01384 291549 

www.wordsleymemorials.co.uk 


religious notices 



christadelphian 


THE LORD JESUS CHRIST Why 

Jesus had to suffer and die. April 
20, at 6pm, The Community 
Centre, High Street, Kingswin¬ 
ford, Or write to The Christadel- 
phians, FREEPOST WV1681 
Kingswinford DY6 9BR for free 
information pack or ring 01384 
886544 for recorded message. 


1 

Family 


MENS SHOES, 16 pairs, Clarkes, 
Ecco, etc, some not worn. £50. 
0121 4228173. 



STOURBRIDGE TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 

Protection of Children Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11 +, SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc. 

0121 212 4986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 



BARGAIN, MOBILITY 
SCOOTER 

Excellent condition. 

4 wheels. 

Folds into boot. 

Can deliver free if local. 
£295. 

07508 311029. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. Plus New 
Lifts. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



L Leisure 
Time 



GIANT BOULDER MOUNTAIN 

Bike. 26in skyway wheels, front 
suspension, excellent condition. 
£225 ono. 07597 730885. 



PENNINE PULLMAN 535SE 

Folding camper with awning, good 
condition for year, can be seen 
erected £1,450 ono 07747 783948. 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK near Ludlow. 
Imaculate caravans from £10,000. 
Why go further? 01584 823433. 

ACE JUBILEE Aristocrat, 2008, 4- 
berth, fixed bed, motor mover, 
many extras, immaculate, bargain 
£7,995 ono. 01384 274518. 

BAILEY PAGEANT 2 berth caravan, 
very good condition, 1994, wash / 
shower room, extras, £2,100 ono. 
01562 754798. 07879 844187 



BAILEY RANGER GT60/ 
620-6. 2010. 

Twin axle. 6-berth. 
Truma mover. Microwave. 
Radio and CD player. 
Fixed double bed. FSH. 
Alloy wheels. Porch awning. 
Ready to go. 

£10,800. 

01746 781888 or 07788 
661925. 



BESSACARR CAMEO 
645GLCARAVAN 


2006, luxury 4 berth, 
with mover and awning. 
Immaculate. 

Priced to sell: £8,995. 
Telephone 07920 479700. 



COMPASS RALLYE 482 
2005. 2-BERTH 

End bathroom. Microwave. 
Full cooker. Fridge. CD/Radio. 
TV. Motor mover. Alarmed. 
Bradcote full awning and porch 
awning as new. 

Ready to go. 

Many extra’s. 

£6,500. 

01952 270834 or 07841 
641340. 


COMPASS RALLYE GTE 500/4, 18 
ft, 4 berth, 1998, cooker, fridge, end 
bathroom, extras, excellent condi¬ 
tion. £3,200 ono. 01746 783692. 



Showroom 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote Stourbridge 

DY8 4BS or call 01384 378252 

OPEN MON-SAT 9-5 pm FREE PARKING AT REAR 



COSALT ALBANY HOLIDAY 
STATIC CARAVAN 

Sited it Stourport-on-Severn, 
on a nice, well run park with a 
club house. 

2-bedrooms. 

6-berth. 

£ 8 , 000 . 

Phone for full details call 
07810 044813/07801 530894. 


ELDDIS KNIGHTSBRIDGE 

4 berth, rear bathroom, L 
shaped front room, 1 full and 1 
porch awning, many extras, 
beautiful condition. 

£3,900 ono. 

07764 744435. 


LUNAR METEORITE 1989 2 berth 
caravan. Fully equipped with a full 
awning. £575. Telephone: 07532 
117845. 


SPRITE MAJOR 5 

2009 Diamond Anniversary 
Edition. Twin diner. Good con¬ 
dition. Non smokers no pets. 
Awning and accessories 
included. 

£7,450 ono. 

07432 670203. 



STATIC CARAVAN 


BLUEBIRD 

28x12. 2 bedroom. UPVC. 
Decking and double glazing. 
Many extras. Mid-Wales site. 
Great views. 

£6,995 ono. 

01902 490577 or mobile 
07810 255785. 


WILLERBY WESTMORLAND 

2010, immaculate, 2 bed static 
caravan, 33ft x 12ft, £14,950. 
07944 984486. 



2006 WILIERBY SALISBURY 

2 beds, 33x12ft. 
Double glazing, decking. 
Quiet site, not overlooked, in 
the Machynlleth, Mid Wales. 
Excellent condition. 
£12,750. 

For more information call 
01785 823646 / 07539 370420 



35x10, 3-bed: Sea Vie^rs, 
Wide Horizons, Aberaeron. 
Perfect condition 



£7,995 inc fees. Call 07881 203997 



clairvoyance 


CLAIRVOYANT JOHN STARKEY. 

Private appointments and home 
visits. Calf01902 334224. 



A ALL YEAR DISCOUNT! White 
Rolls Cloud, Shadow & Vintage 
with free hire of Jaguar. 01384 
236188 / 01902 887628 www.elite- 
wedding-services.magix.net 



N 

book fair 

\___ 


BOOK FAIR Kinver Comm Centre, 
Sunday 20th April ,Waverley est 
since 1979, next Antique Fair 
Sunday 4th May 0121 550 4123 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 
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Home & 


Services 



VICTORIAN ROSEWOOD ladies 
travelling case in original leather 
case, circa 1850, good condition. 
01902 333697. 



LLEDO DAYS GONE Presentation 
sets. 62 in all. 1984-1998. All mint / 
boxed. Offers around £250. 

01902 331949. 



CREAM LEATHER suite, cost new 
£3, 500, excellent condition, sell 
£275. 01384 823449. 

GENUINE BROWN Leather 3 piece 
suite with recliners, excellent condi¬ 
tion, £300. 01902 734756. 

LOVELY QUALITY THREE piece 
suite in cream, £150. Sedgley area. 
07929 918963. 


Dining Suite 


LUXURY CONSERVATORY 
CANE SUITE 

Unused, 2014, 2 seater and 2 
armchairs, luxury chenille cush¬ 
ions, still wrapped, intended for 
show home, can deliver, cost 



OLD CHARM GRANDMOTHER 

clock and corner cupboard, £150 
for both. Sedgley area. 07929 
918963. 

THREE-PIECE SUITE, leather and 
cloth, wine / beige colour, very 
modern, 14 months old, good con¬ 
dition, £150. 01902 569652. 

WARDROBE TREBLE, 4 drawer 
chest and 2 drawers chest, as new. 
£450 ono. 01902 847367. 



AUTOMATIC WASHING Machine, 
excellent condition and working 
order. £95. Can deliver. 01902 
632249. 


Top Soil, 
Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 


A AND B GRADE CULTIVATED 
TURF £1.20 / £2.10 a roll. Top soil. 
Laying service. 07944 241615. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


HOUSE CLEARANCE 

All items for sale / take away. 
All furnishings, sofas, beds, 
tables / chairs, kitchenware, 
garden furniture / lawn mower, 
jet wash, tools, music system 
and CD’s, mirrors, ornaments, 
fridges. 

Offers for single items or 
complete house clearance. 

Open days Friday April 18 
until Wednesday April 23, 
(10am - 1pm only). 

4 Mountwood Covert 
Tettenhall Wood. 



ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 


A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft »Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

A ABSOLUTELY BEST price given 
for single items or houses cleared. 
Antique, old, reproduction. Call: 
01384 482155 or 07802 475693. 



ALL BOXED/LOOSE 
RAILWAY COLLECTIONS 
WANTED 

ANY GAUGE OR AGE 

Also live steam, also Diecast, 
Dinky, Corgi, Spot On. 
Guaranteed top cash prices 
paid!! 

0121 602 2569/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67@hotmail. 
com 



ANTIQUES COLLECTABLE mem¬ 
orabilia for cash, private collector, 
anything old / unusual. 

07930 949337. 01384 484309. 

COLLECTOR BUYS Antique Toys; 
Especially tin plate racing cars, 
trains & interesting collectables. 
Call 01562 886470 / 07976 252703. 

RAILWAY RELICS Wanted. Enamel 
Station Names (£200 minimum), 
Tickets, Negatives, Posters Loco 
Plates, etc. 01788 521491. 




AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 


44 


DIGITAL 
AERIALS 

1 aerial into 2 rooms 

CSS 

1 aerial into 4 rooms 

£125 

All work guaranteed 
SAME DAY SERVICE 


01902 858191 
01384 429166 


01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


ing 

074 


’473 135856, 07463 849342. 
DAVIES & SON BUILDERS. Exten¬ 
sions, loft conversions, roofing, drive¬ 
ways. See us on ‘Rated People’. Call 
01902 579592 / 07837 994465 

carpentry & ^ 

v_ joinery _ 

PINEWAY INTERIORS Flooring, 
tiling, kitchens, general carpentry. 
Reliable service. 07738 012119. 

carpet & upholstery^ 

^_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Recession Prices. Unbeatable Value. 
OAP DISCOUNT 

Call Paul: 07870 341089 


ALL COOKERS FITTED by Bows 
Universal Domestic Installs. Call 
0800 756 2632 or 07973 534527. 


double 


glazing 


UPVC BACK DOORS from £299, 
front doors from £389 fitted. 
Windows/Fascia’s, 01922 442720. 


Select Driveways & Patios Ltd 

Specialists in Paving & Tarmac 

Block paving / tegular paving 
indian sandstone 
tarmac red and black. 

We ore on insured & registered company 

01902 585194 

www.select-services.biz 


STEVE JONES ELECTRICAL 

Rewires/sockets/fuse boards etc. 
All domestic and commercial work. 
07786 858977/01902 846167. 


WIZARD ELECTRICAL Elecsa app 
contractor. 07807 158711, 0138 
362968www.wizardelectrical.co.uk 



Chestnut Fencing 

Any Size Deluxe Panels 
Promotional Prices 
www.chestnutshedsandfencing.co.uk 

01384 913422 


gardening " 
i services 


P ForZall tyour Patio’s, 
^Turfing, Decking, 
treework and 
Root grinding... 


Prestwood 

FENCING & 
LANDSCAPING 



JEZ’S GARDEN SERVICES 

Lawns cut, Borders, 
Garden clearances 
Trees lobbed and shaped 
Fencing, Slabbing... 


Please call: 01384 403353 
or 07929 600636 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 


• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 


Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


kitchens 


LOW COST KUCHINS 

Km QUALITY lfenm CAUNETS AS ST AN MAD 
SOFT CLOSE HtNGES FUSE Of CHARGE 
KITCHENS ARON 1499 - KEVEE AEAICN ON PRICE 
FREE MEASUK AND 0ESI5H SERVICE 
CALL NOW FORA FtEt QUOTE 0121261:001 


snm 



^ house clearances^ 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and 
bereavements. Tel: 07852 172641. 

painters / | 

^ decorators I 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painter and Decorator 

Quality work with competitive prices. 

For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 

A YEOMANS DECORATING Refer¬ 
ences & competitive quotes. Call 
now: 07543 834132/ 01922 513008 

AFFORDABLE Painters, Deco¬ 
raters, Property Maintenance. 
OAP’s 30% off. Call 07580 275415. 

plans prepared ^ 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

HOME EXTENSION PLANSCouncil 

approved. 01902 687802/07812 
071669 cahjh@blueyonder.co.uk 

^ plastering ^ 


P.D.P PLASTERING & TILING 

All aspects of plastering &Tiling. 
reliable, professional service 

Call Pete: 07505662778 
www.pdpplastering.com 

SPEC ONE PLASTERING/ general 
maintenance, reliable, professional 
service.Insurance work Call 
Dean:01384823492/07772315165 

^ plumbers ^ 


TRIDENT PLUMBING 

All general plumbing work 
undertaken. No job too small! 
Reliable and experienced 
plumber, free quotes 

Call Dave 

01384823863-07854 338356 

plumbing & ^ 

V heating I 


MARSH HEATING & 
PLUMBING 

Plumbing, Heating, Gaswork. 

Gas Safe Registered. 

Call Steve: 07796 270745 or 
Dan: 07807 818730 

MIDLAND ENERGY SOLUTIONS. 

All plumbing, heating, gas and 
electrical work. Call Luke on 
01902 895108 or 07584 062483. 

^ removals ^ 


ABIE REMOVALS 

Local & Distance 
Domestic & Commercial 
Competitive Prices 

Call 07870 341089 

A1 KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS & HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

Single items, 

Full houses, Offices etc 

Recession rates, 

FREE QUOTES 

We take the stress away 
40 years experience 

07966 281957 


NATIONWIDE, INSURED, 
FREE QUOTES 
Single Items to Full Removals. 
01902 894916 / 07807 773035 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 
ALAN, RAINBOW COURIERS 
Parcels / Pallets, Local / Distance, 
Business/Domestic. 07884 353732 
CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209 / 01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07917 679360. 


KINGSWINFORD REMOVALS 

recession rates-beat any quotes, 
fully experienced. 07966 281957. 



PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 



All sizes 


All areas covered 
Immediate delivery 
Competitive prices 
Fast and Reliable service 

Call:01384 240956 
07920 885774 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 30 years, 01384 232359. 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 
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NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BORDER COLLIE X Labrador 
puppies, black and white and tri 
colours, ready on May 2, £130, 
small deposit will secure. 

01902 256417. 


BORDER TERRIER DOG 
PUPPY WANTED 

Blue and Tan or Red Grizzle. 
Due to loss of our beautiful 
Border ITerrier Brothers at 157a 
years. 

Marlow passed away on 
December 23 and Morgan 
January 8. 

A loving home awaits. 
Genuine replies only. 

01384 392986. 


CUSTOM BUILT vivarium stand, 
black metal, 4ft x2ft x3ft high. £40 
ono. 01384 239856. 


JAFFA 

Adorable Yorkie Cross Jack 
Russell boy, 9 months old, 
needs a kind, responsible 
home. 

Call 01384 252158. 


RABBITS FOR SALE baby mini 
lops and also mini rex’, all mixed 
colours, Dudley area, £25 each. 
07918 185941. 

RABBITTS FREE age range 12 
months to 18 months. 

01922 643187. 

THREE QUARTER pugs, mom jack 
russell cross pug, dad full pug, 
£400. 01782 937267. 

VIVARIUM 4ft x2ft x 2ft, for desert 
based reptile, with heat lamp, light¬ 
ing, thermostat, custom built inte¬ 
rior. £220ono. 01384 239856. 


Express & Star 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191 . 
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Business & 
Farming 


ACCOUNTS, BOOK KEEPING, 
PAYROLL, VAT New start-ups 
welcome. Phone Clover on: 
01384 459714 or 07715 510749. 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 


II rent your property 
from you for 5 -10 years. 
GUARANTEED RENT, 

I Will also look after the 
maintenance of the property. 


Interested... Call Arsh on 

07967 016425 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

ALL SAINTS W’ton 3-bed, dg, ch. 
£475pcm. Darlaston 2-bed dg, ch. 
£475pcm. Dep req. 07939 910105. 

ATTRACTIVE BIG 1 bed flat, Brier- 
ley Hill, £395pcm, no pets, children, 
smokers, DSS. 07850 830361. 

BILSTON recently refurbished 2 bed 
house, CH, shower, DG. £475pcm 
+ Deposit. 07880 772075. 

DUDLEY, STOURBRIDGE RD: 

New 1 Bed flat, fully furnished, wi-fi. 
£300pcm inlclusive. 07961 173876 

FURNISHED ONE bed flat, over¬ 
looking Bantock Park, CH, own 
parking, recently refurbed. Sorry no 
DSS, £485pcm. 07759 282535. 

LARGE TWO bed flat, Hallet Drive, 
Wolverhampton, WV3 ONU, 
£400pcm ono. 07779 974453. 


tained Flatlet, fully furnished, own 
facilities. Suit applicants aged 35+, 
from £80pw inc. 01384 821363. 

NETHERTONNstudio flat, DG, £300 


pcm, dep< 
Details 


Is to 07932 773540. 

NEW PARK Village spacious 3 bed 
end terrace, rear garden, excellet 
storage, £525pcm. 07885 963981. 

REFURBED TWO bedroom house, 
Wood Street. D/G, C/H, £530 pcm. 
01905 356902 or 07714 457433. 

THREE BED house to let, Blaken- 
hall, Wolverhampton. 

01902 826666. 07791 033895. 

TIPTON 1 BED Modern House, 
DG/CH, large enclosed garden/ 
secure parking. 07885 409223. 

TIPTONNmodern 1 bed flat, DG, CH, 
£380 pcm, deposit, available now. 
07932 773540. 

TWO BED large furnished flat 
Brierley Hill, DY5. No pets. No 
D.S.S. £90pw Tel: 07930 


properties wanted 


We Buy Any House 

'szSIej^l 




pink 


We are a family run local busine 
A fair offer from people you can trust, 

No fees - Free solicitors 

on Ol 902 628047 
»r 0800 032 1 


CASH PAID FOR 
■ YOUR PROPERTY 

Free confidential service No Fees* 

Ann nrnnAptif Anti nnivtitirm 1w ■ 1 


Any property Any condition 
Any area* Repossessions Stop 
Deceased estates 


*Subject to terms 


Call Free 08001691118 


(24 hrs) 


0121 308 
"7788 

24/7 


|| ASTON WOOD PROPERTIES 


Bdaj/rxay 

We pay 100% of purchase price 


PRICE!! 


Guaranteed 


Guaranteed offer* • Any condition 
Free solicitors • No fees* 


FOR THE BEST PRICE ON YOUR HOME 




Call 0800 783 2822 


24 

hrs 


* Terms apply 




Deuimork 

Home/ 


In a mess? I 

Talk in ^ » 

confidence • WE BUY ANY HOUSE 
we can help ‘ANY AREA. ANY CONDITION 


We can help 

A guaranteed offer* 
no fees* free solicitors 

*Subject to terms 


24-7 0800 
085 6626 


A Better 
Cash Deal 


It’s as simple as that, you 
will get the best deal on your 
home from 

FIRST GENERAL HOMES 


I BUY HOUSES! 

Local investor pays 10k more. 
Call Alex 07729 297901 


WE GUARANTEE TO 
BUY YOUR HOUSE IN 
3 DAYS! 

24 HOUR FREEPHONE: 

0800 612 8499 

www.homesboughtfast.co.uk 



BARMOUTH ONE BED 
GROUND FLOOR FLAT 

Stunning beach views. 
Excellent condition. 
Furnished. 

Pre-season bargain at 
£59,000 ono. 

Book your Easter viewing. 
Email barmouth@mail.com 
phone 07914 719202 for 
pictures/details. 


CHALET FOR SALE, 6-berth, 
Clarach Bay holiday village, all 
amenities on site, £7,000 ono. 

0121 293 2381. 


BARGAIN 


FULLY RENOVATED HOUSE 

In village location near 
Parthenay, France. 
Kitchen, living room, bedroom, 
bathroom, loft, out building, 
garden and parking, all new 
facilities ana services, fully 
insulated walls, roof and floors. 
£60,000. 

Now includes all fixtures, 
fittings and furnishings, for 
immediate and comfortable 
occupation. 

01588 660351. 

For more details and 
photographs. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



MID WALES 


2 bed detached bungalow, in 
lovely village of Pennal, 5 miles 
from Aberdovey. Neat inside 
and out. 

£167,000. 

01654 791280. 



LUXURY STATIC HOME 

Fully insulated, timber clad, 
tiled roof. Central heating, 
double glazing. lOOOItr gas tank 
nearly full. Fees paid to 2015. 
Small park in Mid Wales suit 
retired semi retired only. Open 
50 weeks. 2 bed, lounge, 
kitchen diner, half bath with 
shower plus cloakroom. 
Price £19,995.00 ono. 
07803198029 


MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 


Every Thursday our 
special jobs section 
is packed with the 
week’s latest 


Make sure you get 
your copy - it might 
be just what you’ve 
been waiting for. 


jobs.. 


expressandstar. 


Get Up to 100% For Your House - Fast! 


jif Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
if 100% Confidential. No obligation 




SOLD 




Springbok 


NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


24/THelplin* QgQQ QQ2 5743 

B 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, April 17, 2014 
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LONDON 

THEATRE 



Choose your show, price band* 
and how you want to travel 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 
Dine and Dance from £149. 95 


Take in a top West End show and have some free time in 
London for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and 
Dance option see the matinee performance before 
heading back to the hotel for dinner and disco 
(conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option see the 
evening performance. 

For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, 
overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full 
English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and Dance 
options). 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £149. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day 
weekend break in the capital. There’s a choice of London 
hotels tickets are for a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. 
Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early 
evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and 
sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £199. 95 


This popular theatre package to the West End departs 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade. Two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of 
your choice (hotel supplements may apply) and a top 
priced ticket for a Friday evening performance for the 
Theatre Showstopper package. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see 
brochure for details. 


Single room supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X\ 


For a theatre brochure call the 
Promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 


ClassifiedAds 
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Jobs 





CARPENTER requires full time 
work, over 25 years experience. 
Property maintenance, kitchens, 
2nd fix, etc. 07761 501701. 



BLAKELANDS HOTEL Bobbington. 
Waiting staff for restaurant 18 to 25 
hours per week, nights and week¬ 
ends. Weekend cleaner 2-3 morn¬ 
ings per week. Experience and own 
transport essential, both positions 
permanent. Tel 01384 221000 or 
CV’s to heather@blakelands.com 



NEED AN EXTRA INCOME? 

£200-£2,000 pm - 0121 314 9652. 
www.bericher.info 



FREE SIA Security Training for 

Jobseekers. Licence Paid for. 
Mercury Training 01384 482186 





Motoring 


CITROEN C4 1.6HDI VTR 56, 79K, 
fsh, 12 mnths MoT, met grey, 5dr, 
top spec, excellent condition, must 
go £2,600 ono. 07804 773019. 


CITROEN XSARA PICASSO 
1.6VTXHDI 

2008, 42,433 miles, dark grey, 
diesel, 11 months MoT, full 
service history, tax July, CD 
radio 

£4,000 

01902 654667 


FIAT PANDA CROSS 4X4 
1.3 MULTI JET 

Diesel, 5 door, 60 reg, 24,000 
miles, green/sand, fsh, 
a/c, alloys, electric windows, 
1 owner, MoT, tax, excellent 
condition. 

£8,300. 01584 823455. 


FIAT PUNTO Grande 1.2 
Dynamique, 3dr, 56 reg, EW, EM, 
AC, CD, Alloys, MoT, tax, 1 lady 
owner £2,700 ono. 07973 347042. 

FIAT PUNTO Grande 1242cc, 07, 
silver, 30k, MoT’d, serviced, good 
condition, two owners, £2,600. 
07818 444755/01902 743730. 


FORD FOCUS 

1.8 diesel, 07 reg, 50k miles, 
alloys, tax, MoT, metallic light 
blue, good condition. 
Owned last 6 years. 
£3,950. 

07535 698708. 


FORD KA 1.3, 07 Reg, 37k miles, 
one lady owner, 10 months MoT, 
very good condition, £2,150. 07850 
113660. 



TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

,| • LGV/PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 
• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 
• Driver Medicals 
Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 



TELFORD DROITWICH TAMWORTH 

21-22 JULY 19-20 JULY & 11-12 OCT 24-25 APRILS 4-5 AUG 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 
‘ A WITH OPEN COLLEGE NETWORK 


TWO DAY COURSES 
LIMITED PLACES 


01525 713377 www.GEOPACE.com 


No previous experience or qualifications required 


IT’S QUICK, 
EASY AND 
FREE 


Real opportunities for you 



HONDA ACCORD EXI-CTDi 

06 Reg., silver, has every extra, 
including sunroof, parking 
sensors, leather, cruise controls 
sat nav. 

Fabulous condition. 

Great fuel consumption. 

12 months MoT and tax. 

£4,150. 

01902 761298/07803 116101 


HONDA JAZZ 

2007, 65,000 miles, MoT and 
tax, blue, abs, electric windows, 
electric mirrors, air con, alloys, 
sunroof, service history. 

£3,200 ono. 

07813 201859. 


HYUNDAI AMICA 

Automatic. 2006, black. Tax 
July, MoT Aug. 37,500 miles. 

£2,150 ono. 

07761 277225. 


LANDROVER 
FREELANDER TD4 

51 plate, full MoT, 5 months tax, 
new clutch 2013, 107,000 
miles, tow bar, Air Con, 

£1,700 ono. 
07703125914. 


LANDROVER FREELANDER 

2000, 12 months MoT, 2 moths tax, 
SH, £1,500. 07943 187678. 

MERCEDES Cl80 Avante Guarde 
auto 2.0, silver, alloys, FSH, 78k 
miles, MoT Jan 15, tax Jun, £1,995. 
07788 287476. 

MERCEDES SLK 200. Blue, 2000., 
80,000 miles, FSH. MoT, Tax. Lady 
owner. Excellent condition. £4,250. 
o.n.o. 01902 826690. 

PEUGEOT 308 Sport 1.6 HDi, 59 
plate, 46K miles, good condition, 
red, FSH, tax Aug, MoT Nov, 
£5,995 ono. 07910 972620. 


HONDA CIVIC AERODECK 

MoT 10 months, 1600 cc, T reg, 
£500.01562 823349. 


MG TF, 2002, 65,000 miles, silver, 
abs, electric windows, alarm, pas, 
alloys, CD, leather interior, £775 
ono. 07766 478821. 

PEUGEOT 206, 2002, 54,825 miles, 
green, Iona MoT, central locking, 
pas, tax, CD, £950 ono. 

07799 557833. 

PROTON 1.6XLi, 1996, 22,000 
miles, excellent condition, £495. 

01902 752590. 07762 381833. 

RENAULT CLIO 02 plate, 12 months 
MoT, SR, alloys, very nice car, 
£895. 

07531 819599. 


ROVER 214SEi, 1995, nightfire red, 
sunroof, alloys, leather, MoT July 
25, low miles, excellent. £540 ono. 
01902 790879 or 07768 642821. 


ROVER 45 IMPRESSION 1.6cc, 
blue, 52, tax, MoT, excellent 
condition, leather interior, £750 
ono.07411 958454. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA Active Ltd. 
Edition, 03, silver, full MoT, 6 
months Tax, every extra. Superb. 
£950 ono. 07866 433632. 


ron a 

QUICK SALE 


VAUXHALL VECTRA 
1.9CDTi SRi 

2005, 160k miles, silver light¬ 
ning, 17ins alloys, air con, MoT 
and tax to Oct. Cruise Control, 
good service history. 

£1,450 ono. 

07805 779921. 


VW POLO 2001 1.4 petrol, 5 months 
tax, 12 months MoT, GTi Rep, blue 
£875 ono. 07825 637684. 


CLASSIC CARS WANTED 

Private cash buyer 
Instant cash settlement. 
Any age. any condition. 

Call Market Drayton. 
01630 652993. 


IMMACULATE 


PORSCHE BOXSTER 

Ocean blue metallic, FSH, 
beige leather interior, £1,000’s 
spent, full MoT, 5 months tax, 
1998. Outstanding condition, 
119,000 miles. Private dateless 
number plate included. 

£4,995. 

07504 983998. 


IMMACULATE 


SAAB AERO Convertible, metallic 
fusion blue, 56 plate, FSH, all 
extras, AC, Mot, tax, excellent con¬ 
dition, £4,995 ono. 07800 993479 


MINI- AUSTIN-Morris-Leyland, Car, 
Van, Pick-up or Estate wanted. Any 
condition. Any age. 

Call 07773 462797. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


TOYOTA AVENSIS ESTATE 

2007(07), 79k miles, T3X 1.8 
petrol, fsh, (dealer serviced). 12 
months MoT, 10 months tax. 
Excellent condition. 
£3,750. 

07854 389261. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 1,6, 5 door, 
semi automatic, 54 reg, 48k, good 
condition, MoT and Tax. £2,150 
ono. 07411 733865. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA Twintop Con¬ 
vertible Design 1.8, 06 reg, tax, 
MoT, 51K, excellent condition 
inside/out, £3,995 ono. 

07955111259. 


VAUXHALL CORSA SXi 

Dark blue, 2004, E/W, E/M, C/L, 
CD radio 12 months MoT, 9 
months Tax, 

Was £1,425, now £1,175. 
07732 818005. 
Wolverhampton. 




ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CHRYSLER NEON LX 2.0 auto, ‘03 
52 reg. 58k miles VGC, SH, tax 
09/14, MoT 02/15. Cheap 4-dr auto. 
P/ex ava £895 ono 07543481453 T. 


FORD KA, 54 reg, silver, 56,000 
miles, 4 months tax and 10 months 
MoT, great car, pas, a/c, £1,175 
ono. 07754 557861. 


FORD ESCORT Finesse, 1.6, 79k, 
full MoT, tax, PAS, CL, AC, alloys, 
CD, £475. 07794 965635. 


FORD FOCUS 1.8 LX TDCI, 5 door, 
54 reg, A/C, electrics, alloys, CD, 
new tyres and discs. Tax and 
MoT’d. £1,295. Call 07702 053230. 


FORD FOCUS, 2002, 82,000 miles, 
blue, abs, electric windows, air baa, 
alarm, MoT, tax, alloys, CD, £950 
ono. 07730 496811. 


FORD FOCUS GHIA 1.8 petrol, T 
reg, 1999, tax /MoT, purple/blue, 5 
door hatchback, good condition, 
£600 ono. 07903 435280. 


FORD KA 2003, silver, 12 months 
MoT, 6 months Tax, low miles, daily 
use, £950. 07723 001979. Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

FORD PUMA 1.7, silver, T reg., 
seven months MoT, taxed, recent 
service, new clutch, £800. 01902 
681875. 



CLASSIC 60’s BSA Motorcycle, 
very good condition. £2,000 ono. 

Telephone 07947 950882. 

HONDA CB900 F2 HORNET, 2001, 
28,900miles,fsh, blue,aoodcondi¬ 
tion, serviced, full MoT, 6 months 
tax, extras. £2,250. 01562 827810. 


HONDA CBR 600CC, 

Race bike, steel frame, tuned 
engine, WP suspension fitted 
early, 600 RR forks and 
callipers, was ready for 2013 
season did not race, ready for 
2014, loads of spares. 

£1,350. 

07787 955532. 


HYOSUNG GV 250 Aquila, 09 reg, 
7,500 miles, tax and MoT till March 
2015, £1,600 o.n.o. 01562 637678. 
(Kidderminster). 

MINI MOTO Twist and Go, very 
good, £195. 

07787 955532. 

TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE SE, 2009, 
3,200 dry miles, mint condition, new 
leather bags, £4,800. 

01902 882737 


YAMAHA 125 VITY 
SCOOTER 

2012 reg, under 2K miles from 
new, tax till end of year. 

No MoT required yet. 

1 former keeper. 

£1,000 ono. 

07877 722908. 


YAMAHA XJ600 1991, 19,550 
miles, MoT Aug 28, 2014, panniers 
fitted, very clean bike. £750. 07902 
727471 or 01384 895900. 




IVICB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


1st CHOICE 
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S! 

=S! 


ANYTHING CONSIDERED 
FREE COLLECTION 
WITHIN THE HOUR! 7 DAYS 


01902 562853 
07977 499516 
07895 346811- 24hrs 

A B SPARES 

Pays More 

All Scrap Cars & Vans Wanted 
Anything Considered 

Free Collection 

Scrap It Legally COD. Given Instant Payment. 

01902 493110 / 0121 525 5813 daytime 
01902 659775 ey 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
Call 01902 495758/ 07903 549849. 



I clutches / brakes^ 

V / gearboxes I 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE 
MOBILE 

30 yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call Hob 
01384 251328 or 
07972 169554 anytime 

For Example: 

Citroen Cl, C2, C3 
Hyundai 110 
Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on 
others! 


mobile | 
v mechanics I 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


9 1 

Local 

Information 


i ■ ■ iii . iii J.iu.M m 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


10 

Personals 



CALL SEXY LOCAL WOMEN for no 

fees adult fun. Contact 0700 802 
3093 for details. 



GENUINE GENTLEMAN 

Likes good company, cinema, 
eating in and out, clubbing, 
bowling, gardening, walking, 
with a good sense of humour. 
Seeking a lady, any age, for 
friendship maybe more. 
Box Number PI 9166 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street 
Wolverhampton 
WV1 1ES. 




^ 

LADY 77 

Would like to meet Gentleman 
for friendship / companionship. 
Who enjoys days in and out, 
holidays, meals and theatre. 
Local to Wolverhampton / 
Sedgley area. 

Box Number PI 9170, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 

K #1 K 


MALE 65 

Seeks honest slim lady. 
Wolverhampton area. 

For Friendship / possible 
relationship. 

Box Number PI 9168, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1 ES. 


< 0 » 



NICE PLEASANT SLIM 
WIDOW LADY 

WLTM similar Male, middle 
70’s. 

Fed up of being on my own, 
would like to go out again. 
Company on holidays, meals, 
chats, etc. 

Genuine replies only. 

Box Number PI 9173, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 

NOTHING SO ABSURD 

Can explain everything. 
Doing case studies on sports 
games. 

Out of the two place I could go 
to, I chose the one that would he 
far more rewarding in carrying 
out my research. 

★ ★★ 

RETIRED GENTLEMAN 69 

Honest, caring, easy going, 
WLTM widow lady, 67 to 71 for 
friendship and companionship 
for days out and holidays. 

All areas, photo please. 
Box Number PI 9160 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
SINGLE LOCAL 
GENTLEMAN 

76, solvent, WLTM local lady for 
friendship/outings, holidays. 

Box Number PI 9159 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


THEY NEVER DO IT 

With the main brand, that’s 
because they know they will be 
found out. 


TOPMATCH. Avoid the internet 
dating disasters! Verified, genuine, 
local introductions. 0121 285 0676 
www.birminghamtopmatch.co 


58 YEAR OLD MALE 

Very kind hearted, trustworthy 
sincere, easy going and with 
lots of love to give. 
WLTM similar female, 45 
upwards. 

For Friendship / possible long 
term relationship. 

Box Number PI 9161, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 




































































































It’s just 
champion 
for chess 
players 

STOURBRIDGE Chess 
Club’s Dudley division 
one team hosted Rushall 
in what looked liked an 
even matched. Julie Wil¬ 
son was a convincing win¬ 
ner and Dave Scriven’s 
opponent resigned. Nick 
Arkell and John Foxall 
both accepted draws to 
give confirm victory. 

The club went into the 
week as title contenders 
in Wolverhampton divi¬ 
sion 1 with everything 
resting on two adjourned 
games from the match 
against Bushbury with 
the match score 2-2. Nic 
Fallowfield took his game 
and Eric Horwill who had 
an inferior position, bat¬ 
tled hard to get a draw. 

Only Lichfield could 
stop them by winning all 
three of their adjourned 
games. But they could not 
do it and Stourbridge are 
the champions with six 
wins, two draws and one 
loss. 

Thursday night was 
Birmingham league finals 
night. Stourbridge had 
teams in both finals but 
third division Redditch 
proved too strong in the 
Terrill trophy final. 

The third division team 
faced 2nd division Sutton 
Coldfield in the final of 
the Homer Cup for teams 
knocked out in the first 
round of the Terrill. The 
game was adjourned with 
a tough fight ahead. 

Pedmore 
power on 
for title 

Pedmore (131-2) beat Bel- 
broughton (94-4) 

THE final week of the 
league at Edgecliff School, 
Kinver, saw champions Ped¬ 
more retain their unbeaten 
record. 

Pedmore’s opening bats¬ 
men made scoring runs look 
easy. Dave Skelding (23) 
and Dan Jones started at a 
rapid rate which was main¬ 
tained by Sam Peruzza (26 
no) Matt Porter (26 no) and 
James Burgoyne. Jones ran 
out Geoff Day and despite 
the efforts of Will Pardoe 
(28 no) Belbroughton could 
not stop Pedmore. 

Matches between Old- 
swinford and Belbroughton 
and Enville ‘A’ and Swin¬ 
don were cancelled. Lye 
conceded matches to Bel¬ 
broughton and Swindon. 


Hales can't recover from warm-up injury 


Old Halesonians 14 Lymm 32 

A BUMPER crowd came to Wassell Grove 
on Saturday for the last game of the season. 

But things started badly for Hales, who 
lost fly half Steve Powell in the warm up to 
a thigh strain. They were already without 
top scoring centre Andy Robinson with a 
thigh tear and skipper Richie Taylor with a 
fractured cheekbone. 

Lymm played some dominant rugby from 
the off and punished every Hales mistake 
which included three pass interceptions 
which resulted in tries. Hales were forced 
to defend their line, and limiting attack- 


Rugby 


ing options. Half time saw Hales trailing 
7-9 thanks to a home try just before the 
interval from Simon Sabel, converted by 
Chris Hooper. Renewed effort saw Hales 
claw their way back into the game with a 
pushover try scored by Mark Evans, again 
converted by Hooper at 14 - 19, 

This was followed by what seemed to be 
a try from hooker Pete Fitzgerald, which 
the referee deemed to be short of the line. 
Lymm once again took advantage, kicked 


the ball clear for their backs to chase down 
and carry the length of the pitch for what 
was a decisive try 14 - 24 
This was followed by another excellent 
try from Lymm’s backs who finished the 
game on a high with an additional penalty 
taking the final score to Hales to 14-32. 

Hales squad and coaches were disap¬ 
pointed with the result but can take great 
comfort from what has been an excellent 
first season in national rugby finishing 4th. 

Director of Rugby Gary Cox, coaches 
Mark Evans and Dan Lynne have done a 
sterling job with the players in what has 


been a roller coaster season. Only on one 
occasion have they fielded a full squadThey 
now look to reassess and plan for next sea¬ 
son. Team manager and president Simon 
Hussey said: “I am really proud of how 
the players have performed during a really 
tough season. 

“To finish in fourth place out of 13 teams 
is quite an achievement. 

“The rest of our club teams have also 
played some great rugby against strong op¬ 
position.” 

There were wins for the 3rds and the 4ths 
against Kidderminster opposition. 


wood block off win 
with late comeback 


Walsall Wood 2 Tipton Town 2 

AFTER going 2-0 down in 20 minutes, Wood 
staged a remarkable comeback, with Harry 
Harris scoring twice in the last 12 minutes to 
give them a share of the points. 

Tipton edged the opening exchanges and on eight 
minutes a ball over the top of the Wood defence was 
collected at pace by Marvin Nisbett. 

He raced into the left of 


the box and keeper Raajan 
Gill mistimed his challenge 
and the resultant penalty 
was tucked away by Danny 
Ashton. 

Nisbett again got away 
on the left and his cross to 
the far post was agonisingly 
inches away from Callum 
Martin. With 20 minutes 
gone Nisbett was again 
causing problems wide left. 
His ball inside was collected 
by Ben Hadley, who looked 
offside, to run on and score 
with a low drive. 

Three minutes later it 
should have been 0-3. Con¬ 
ner Gater racing away down 
the left before cutting inside 
and putting the ball on a 
plate for Ashton four yards 
out but he delivered the ball 
into the grateful hands of 
Gill. 

Wood started to make in¬ 
roads when on 29 minutes 
Lewis Taylor Boyce hit a 
low cross into the box, Joey 
Butlin stepped over the ball 
and Harris hit a low drive 
that was well held by James 
Pemberton. With 34 min¬ 
utes gone Deakin and Jamie 
Hawkins combined cleverly 
on the right but the cross 
was just too high for Har¬ 
ris, who could only glance a 
header wide. Two minutes 
later a powerful right wing 
run by Max Black saw his 


Football 


cross put behind by Joe Rog¬ 
ers to deny Andre Gonzales. 

Then on 39 minutes Rog¬ 
ers raced onto a ball on the 
right before cutting inside 
and hitting a rising drive 
just too high. Wood had the 
last attack of the half, Har¬ 
ris hitting a lovely crossfield 
ball into the right of the 
box that Deakin collected 
at speed. Gater saved Town 
with a superb tackle. 

Just to remind Wood he 
was still a danger Nisbett 
got clear on 55 minutes. His 
low ball across the face of 
the six yard box was stabbed 
wide by Hadley. Ten min¬ 
utes later Nisbett raced 
through the centre. He was 
half stopped by Boothe but 
won the ball back and raced 
into the box where skipper 
Lee Stretton made a superb¬ 
ly-timed tackle to put the 
ball behind for a corner. 

In a packed penalty area 
a shot crashed off the foot of 
the right hand post. It was 
delivered back across goal 
and Gonzales headed a goal- 
bound effort off the line. On 
78 minutes a long clearance 
from Gill was won by But¬ 
lin. He crossed into the right 
of the box and Drew Aiton 
flicked the ball on for Harris 
to score on the volley. 


Mongan battles his way to be new champion 



New England Schoolsboy Champion Jerry Mongan with his prizes 


NEW England Schoolboys champion 
Jerry Mongan has been told his na¬ 
tional title is the hardest-earned by 
any fighter from Priory Park Boxing 
Club, writes Craig Birch. 

The Dudley gym had turned out 
11 national champions before this 
month, with Mongan having to fight 
tooth-and-nail to make it a dozen. 

The teenage traveller, who is home 
schooled, nudged a split decision at 
the Huddersfield Sports Centre in 


the 54kg category of Class B, for box¬ 
ers born 2000. 

Victory over Pinewood’s Wayne 
Owen took the 14-year-old all the 
way to the delight of trainers War¬ 
ren Davis and Peter Upton, along 
with brother Michael, in his corner. 

Davis said: “We are all really 
chuffed for Jerry and out of all the 
national titles we have won as a club, 
I think this one was the hardest 
earned. He’s done really well, he’s 


had some tough opponents from good 
clubs and he had to box three times 
just to get past the Midlands rounds. 

“Then we had pre-quarter, quarter 
and semi-finals, all away from home 
and all over the country, so he’s re¬ 
ally had to pull out all of the stops.” 

Trainer Davies believes his young 
prodigy has come on leaps and 
bounds during his second stint in the 
competition. “He’s not the finished 
article yet, as he’s only 14.”. 


Gala final 
proves 
tough for 
swimmers 

TWO Halesowen teams 
travelled to Droitwich 
for the Worcester Winter 
League A and B finals on 
Sunday. 

Both teams were de¬ 
pleted due to absences but 
all swimmers produced 
battling performances 
with t A team gaining 
fourth place. 

Halesowen B also per¬ 
formed well and ended in 
an excellent third place. 

In the A team double 
event winners were Josh 
Bradley and James Cuth- 
bert in the butterfly and 
breaststroke. Other indi¬ 
vidual winners were Zach 
Collins in the backstroke 
and Mark Laing and Jack 
Simpson in the freestyle. 

The age 13 relay team 
were unbeatable taking 
both medley and freestyle 
with the team of Emma 
Bird, Kate Morrice, Lau¬ 
ren Hill and Jakob Baker. 

The open team pulled 
off a great win in the 
final freestyle relay with 
the team including Eliza 
Bradley and Hannah 
Cuthbert 

B team double winner 
was Jacob Darby in the 
breaststroke and free¬ 
style. Other event winners 
were Paige Robbins in the 
freestyle, Sian Carey, So¬ 
phie Parsons and Euan 
Vaughan-Hawkins in the 
backstroke, Luke Morris 
in the butterfly and Joe 
Smith in the breaststroke. 
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Craig gets 
shock call 
by Kiwis 

FORMER Coombes Wood 
off-spinner Mark Craig has 
received a shock call-up 
to the New Zealand squad 
for their three-Test tour of 
West Indies in June. 

The 27-year-old, who 
spent two summers with 
the Halesowen club in 2005 
and 2006, was the surprise 
inclusion in the Black Caps’ 
15-man party after War¬ 
wickshire spinner Jeetan 
Patel withdrew for personal 
reasons. 

Craig, who plays for 
Otago, took 43 first-class 
wickets at 42.88 in the do¬ 
mestic season in his home¬ 
land. 

Craig is one of two un¬ 
capped players in the squad 
and coach Mike Hesson said: 
“Mark has had a strong 
Plunket Shield.” 
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Call Accumix 
and let us do 
the hard work! 



OUR CONCRETE IS 
BSI ACCREDITED 


Tel: 01384 660 650 

■ • Or visit us online at www.accumix.co.uk 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, April 17, 2014 

























SPORT 


Football 

Wood block off win 
with late comeback 

Page 43 


Sports Desk 01902 319531 


Boxing 

Mongan battles to 
be new champion 

Page 43 

email: Chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 



Tonks’ 
magic 
lifts the 
Yeltz 

Halesowen Town 1 Lough¬ 
borough Dynamo 0 

A LATE moment of magic 
from Tom Tonks kept Hale¬ 
sowen two points clear at 
the top of the Evo-Stik Divi¬ 
sion One South. 

In a nervy home perfor¬ 
mance the lowly visitors 
started brightly with Mar¬ 
tin Bowles volleying a loose 
ball over the bar in the fifth 
minute. Joe Phesant and 
Nathan Watson then both 
went close for Loughbor¬ 
ough before Ben Haseley 
turned to hit wide of the 
far post in Halesowen’s first 
real chance. 

Neil MacKenzie fired a 
21st minute volley over 
the visiting bar but it was 
Loughborough’s Luke 
Smithson who then saw his 
fierce volley beaten away 
by home goalkeeper Matt 
Sargeant. 

The Yeltz improved be¬ 
fore the interval as Haseley 
flicked on for Iyseden Chris¬ 
tie to drag his shot inches 
wide and a long range low 
shot from Aaron Griffiths 
was grabbed by goalkeeper 
Alex Pycock. 

At the start of the sec¬ 
ond half Sargeant saved 
again from Smithson and at 
the other end Curtis Tilt’s 
header was cleared off the 
Loughborough goal-line. 

The edgy Grove finally 
erupted with delight in the 
82nd minute when Tonks 
fired home the winner. 

Runners take 
on marathon 

AFTER months of training 
athletes from Dudley King- 
swinford Running Club 
tested themselves on the 
biggest stage of all by tak¬ 
ing part in Sunday’s Lon¬ 
don Marathon.DK runners 
made up 16 of the 36,000 
strong field. 

First back was Dave 
Norman in 3.12.19, then 
Lorna Hulme, 3.21.24, Matt 
Biggs, 3.23.26, Graham 
Wildgoose, 3.23.51, Mark 
Homer, 3.26.10, Simon 
Hughes, 3.26.24, Mark 
Judge, 3.35.06, Andy Litch¬ 
field, 3.43.23, Liz Hettle, 
4.16.03, Karen Doy, 4.18.02, 
Dave Garbutt, 4.26.09, 
Janetta Sanders, 4.48.10, 
Natalie Litchfield ,4.51.15, 
Helen Williamson, 4.53.09, 
Sam Hemming, 5.23.55 and 
Laura Evenson in 5.34.51. 

Club chairman Mick 
Quane completed the Rot¬ 
terdam Marathon in 3.31.58 
with Catherine Quane in 
3.57.08. 


Play-off hopes alive after home victory 


Stourbridge 3 AFC Totton 0 

GARY Hackett’s men kept their play-off 
ambitions in the Calor League Premier Di¬ 
vision on track and also condemned their 
Hampshire opponents to a bottom three 
finish as they ran out comfortable winners 
in the end after surviving a couple of first- 
half scares. 

Stourbridge suffered a blow before kick¬ 
off when Luke Benbow had to be ruled out 
through injury. 

The home side carved out an early oppor¬ 
tunity as Louis Harris cut out a pass and 
worked a one-two with Kayelden Brown be- 


Glassboys 


fore flashing a shot off-target from the edge 
of the box. Four minutes later Sean Geddes 
sent in a free-kick from the left and Brown 
thrust out a leg to get a foot to the ball, but 
his effort was blocked by Steve Mowthorpe 
in the Stags goal. 

In the 15th minute Drew Canavan fed 
Geddes, who played a square pass to Netan 
Sansara and he drilled in a sweetly-struck 
shot that was well held by Mowthorpe. 

Stourbridge responded to a Totten re¬ 
vival with Leon Broadhurst heading just 


over the bar from Ben Billingham’s right- 
wing free-kick before the home side broke 
the deadlock in the 34th minute. 

A corner from the right by Billingham 
was headed goal-wards by Brown and Louis 
Harris forced the ball over the line at the 
far post. 

Five minutes before the interval Totton 
could have got back on level terms with the 
hosts grateful for a double save from Dean 
Coleman. 

Stourbridge needed a second goal and 
they went close on 52 minutes when a ball 
forward from Geddes was collected by Bill¬ 


ingham and he slipped a short pass inside 
to Kyle Haynes, but he scuffed his shot and 
Mowthorpe saved comfortably at his near 
post. 

Five minutes later they dealt the decisive 
blow as Harris started the move that led to 
Billingham exchanging passes with Geddes 
on the right-hand edge of the box before ar¬ 
rowing a shot into the far corner of the net. 

Stourbridge grabbed a third goal on 79 
minutes when Billingham’s right-wing cor¬ 
ner was spilled by Mowthorpe and Sansara 
punished the error by stabbing home a ris¬ 
ing shot. 


TRIES RECORDS 
BROKEN IN WIN 


Stourbridge Saxons 78 (12T), Bromsgrove 6 

WINGER Nathan Bressington estab¬ 
lished two new club records as he ran 
in five tries against a relegated and 
out gunned Bromsgrove outfit. 

The Saxons gave their points scored differ¬ 
ential a crucial boost as the challenge for the 
National 2 North title goes to the final fixtures 


on April 26. 

Though they must travel 
to Harrogate and secure an¬ 
other bonus point win, the 
Saxons’ fate rests largely on 
Darlington Mowden Park’s 
clash with leaders Mac¬ 
clesfield, where a freak one 
could yet deny the Saxons a 
top-two finish. 

Bressington’s haul broke 
the club record he had held 
with Tom Richardson. It 
also took his tally for the 
season to 22, eclipsing Drew 
Harper’s record of 20 estab¬ 
lished last season. 

Bromsgrove were first 
onto the scoreboard, full¬ 
back Jon Critchlow kicking 
two penalties in the opening 
10 minutes as the Saxons 
were penalised for not re¬ 
leasing in the tackle. 

It wasn’t long before they 
settled, opening their ac¬ 
count through a Tom Jarvis 
run in after Pete White’s 
quick tap on Bromsgrove’s 
line. 

Bressington’s first try 
was created by White’s loop 
around fly half Sam Rob¬ 
inson, his long floated pass 
putting the winger clear 
with just Critchlow to evade. 

He secured his hat-trick 
in the space of six minutes, 
the second try coming from 
a lineout steal and deft work 
by centre Stef Shillingford, 
the third following a break 


Rugby 


by prop Mark George and 
Jarvis’s well worked offload. 

Jarvis secured his second 
try after joining a short 
range driving maul set up 
by Robbie Hurrell’s lineout 
take. 

The visitors lost scrum 
half Aaron Higgins to the 
sinbin. George then scored 
from another catch and 
drive to make the half time 
score 40-6. 

The second half started 
with a break down the left 
by winger Jamie Hearn, 
setting up field position for 
White to link with flanker 
Nigel Mukarati for a short 
range drive over the line. 

An aimless Bromsgrove 
clearance kick led to Bress- 
ingtin scoring again after 
work by second rows Ben 
Hughes and Hurrell. 

Hooker Scott Wright 
scored his first try of the 
campaign before Bressing¬ 
ton got his fifth. 

The final scores were 
from a scorching break by 
replacement centre Gary 
Dipple and a short-range 
run-in for Mukarati who 
spotted a mismatch in the 
Bromsgrove defensive line. 

Hearn landed nine of the 
12 conversion attempts to 
make the final score 78-6. 



Record-breaking Nathan Bressington leaves a Bromsgrove defender in his wake to score first of his five tries 


Heathens 
power to 
top total 

CRADLEY kicked-off their 
National League title de¬ 
fence in perfect fashion 
as they romped to a re¬ 
cord-breaking 68-21 victory 
at Scunthorpe. 

Just a few days after 
equalling their club record 
win with a 69-23 triumph 
over King’s Lynn, the in¬ 
form Heathens went one 
better on Sunday with an 
emphatic victory by an un¬ 
precedented 47-point mar¬ 
gin. 

Taking on an inexperi¬ 
enced Scunthorpe side, the 
Monmore Green outfit were 
always expected to take a 
comfortable win. 

Yet team boss Will Pot- 
tinger was thrilled to see his 
side put in a professional 
display to cruise to all four 
National League points as 
they begin their defence of 
the title they won so spec¬ 
tacularly in 2013. 

He said: “Everyone was 
very professional with the 
excellent job they did - all 
the riders scored well and 
there could be no complaints 
with the performance in the 
end. 

“It’s always nice to kick 
off your league campaign 
with a win and all four 
points as well.” 

Hounds chase 
down merit title 

THE Stourbridge Grey¬ 
hounds capped of a great 
season winning their pe¬ 
nultimate game 22-25 away 
to Kidderminster 2nds to 
claim the Worcester and 
Hereford Merit 1 League. 

They led 17-3 at half time, 
but Kiddy got to 22-22 with 
10 minutes left. A late pen¬ 
alty and dogged defence saw 
the Hounds home. 
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Reduce heat loss 
by up to 75% 

Replacing your old Double Glazed Units with Pilkington 
Energikare -will help to reduce the amount of heat lost 
through your windows by up to 75% 

Locks, Handles, Hinges 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE-FREE QUOTATION Ddph GlclZCcL UllltS 

Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est (by the tank), Brierley Hill DY5 2UA www.delphglazedunits.co.uk 

Telephone :01384 573 074 
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